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Repentance means a change of mind – a change of mind about how we view God and how 
we view our sin. Luke 5:32, 10:13, 11:32, 15:10, 17:3, 24:47  
 

King David was a very good man. Yet after sinning, he came to the place of genuine 
repentance. (Psalm 51) “The best men, if they sin, should give the best example of 
repentance.”  Matthew Henry  
 
 

1. Announcement of Christ’s Purpose:  
 

Luke 3:15-18 Now as the people were in expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts about 
John, whether he was the Christ or not, 16 John answered, saying to all, “I indeed baptize you 
with water; but One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He 
will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather the wheat into His barn; but the 
chaff He will burn with uquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other exhortations he preached to 
the people. 
 

Fire in the Bible often refers to purifying or sanctifying the believer. Sanctification is the 
Biblical word for spiritual maturity or growing up in our faith. Fire also refers to judgment 
or the wrath of God. In the context of Luke 3, fire equates to judgment.  
 

Winnowing is similar to a pitchfork. It would be used to throw wheat into the air allowing 
the wind to blow to the side the lighter chaff while allowing the heavier wheat grains to fall.  
 

2. Acknowledgment of Herod’s Sin:  
 

Luke 3:19-20 But Herod the tetrarch, being rebuked by him concerning Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done, 20 also added this, above all, that he 
shut John up in prison.  Luke 3:21-23a When all the people were baptized, it came to pass 
that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened. 22 And the Holy 
Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which 
said, “You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.” 23 Now Jesus Himself began His 
ministry at about thirty years of age… 
 

We have the presence and activity of the Trinity at the baptism of Jesus. 
 
 

How well do I receive rebuke? 
 

Proverbs 9:8b-9 Rebuke a wise man, and he will love you. 9Give instruction to a wise man, 
and he will be still wiser; Teach a just man, and he will increase in learning. 
 
A Study of Repentance: 
Psalm 51, Proverbs 28:13, Luke 5:32, 10:13, 13:1-7, 15:10, 17:3, 24:27, Acts 3:19, 
11:18, 17:30, 20:21, 2Corinthians 7:10, 1 John 1:9-2:1, Revelation 3:19  
 



True repentance means turning away from sin and turning toward God!  
 

Repentance and Faith are solemn obligations, and also inseparable graces, wrought in our 
souls by the awakening of the Spirit of God; thereby, being deeply convicted of our guilt, 
danger and helplessness, and of the way of salvation by Christ, we turn to God with 
unfeigned contrition, confession and supplication for mercy; at them same time heartily 
receiving the Lord Jesus Christ and openly confessing Him as our only all-sufficient Savior.  
(GBC Confession of Faith) 

 Solemn obligations: sacred promises  
 Inseparable graces: both repentance and faith work as one from God 
 Awakening of the Holy Spirit: the ministry of the Holy Spirit reveals our sin and 

condemnation, this further reveals our need of salvation.  
 Unfeigned contrition: genuine sorrow  
 Supplication: to make a humble request  

 

Psalm 51, 1 John 1:9-2:1, Proverbs 28:13, Joel 2:13  
 

 There is initial repentance that occurs at salvation, a one-time event that results in 
eternal life!  

 There is continual repentance that occurs daily and results in a blessed life and 
sweet fellowship with Christ!   

 

Man-centered theology teaches that one can ignore, rebel, and mock God and when they 
are ready, they will repent.  
God-centered theology teaches that repentance is a gift of God’s grace and mercy. 
 

To live in disobedience to God is spiritual insanity. 
 2 Timothy 2:24-25 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to 
teach, patient, 25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will 
grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, 26 and that they may come to 
their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will. 
 

A Study of Rebuke: 
Proverbs 1:20-33 God’s wisdom is personified as a woman. Lady Wisdom calls out with  
wonderful blessings for those who heed her call and warns of the severe warning 
consequences that accompany those who reject her. Proverbs 13:1, 25:12, 27:5, 20:23, 
29:2, 5; Ecclesiastes 7:5; 2 Timothy 4:1-4; Titus 2:11,15; Hebrews 12:5-11; Revelation 3:19  
 

Galatians 6:1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore 
such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 
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