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Missions Foundations – The Resurrection 
 

I. Resurrection in the OT 

Jesus taught the two disciples on the road to Emmaus that should have know about his death 

and resurrection. He said they were slow of heart to believe the prophets. Lk 24:25-27 

 

The OT taught the resurrection. Abraham could not experience the promised land without the 

resurrection. 

 

Gen 13:14-15 And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: "Lift your eyes 

now and look from the place where you are--northward, southward, eastward, and westward; 

15 "for all the land which you see I give to you and your descendants forever. 

 

Abraham was even willing to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice because he believed in the 

resurrection. 

 

Gen 22:11-12 But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, 

Abraham!" So he said, "Here I am." 12 And He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do 

anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your 

only son, from Me." 

 

The great promises that God gave to Israel depend on the truth of the resurrection. Little 

wonder that Paul called the resurrection the hope of Israel, Acts 28:20. And God’s great 

promises to us also depend on the truth of the resurrection. 

 

II. Resurrection in the gospels 

After Peter’s confession that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus revealed that 

He would build His church. Then Jesus began to teach His disciples about His resurrection. 

 

Matt 16:21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, 

and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be 

raised the third day. 

 

The disciples simply had not yet understood that Jesus had to die and raise from the dead. 

They were weak and discouraged. But in a short time, the greatest religious movement in the 

history of the world would begin. The disciples would soon be convinced that Jesus had risen 

from the dead. No theory that denied the resurrection of Christ could have possibly caused 

such a dramatic change in their hearts. 
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On the first day of the week, early in the morning, after the resurrection, Mary Magdalene and 

Mary the mother of James came to the tomb where Jesus’ body was laid. An angel appeared to 

them. 

 

Matt 28:5-7 But the angel answered and said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that 

you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 "He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the 

place where the Lord lay. 7 "And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the 

dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told 

you." 

 

Until that time they had not believed. John tells us that:  

 

Jn 20:9 For as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 

 

There was abundant teaching regarding Jesus’ resurrection in the gospels and the OT, but the 

disciples were still slow of heart to believe it. Maybe we too are a little slow of heart to 

recognize the tremendous hope we have in the promise of the resurrection. 

 

III. Resurrection impact on the disciples 

With renewed hope from Jesus’ resurrection and empowered by the Holy Spirt, Peter preached 

to the men of Israel. Notice the change in Peter from little to great faith. 

 

Acts 2:22-24 "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you 

by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves 

also know-- 23 "Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, 

you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 24 "whom God raised up, 

having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it. 

 

After Peter’s belief in the resurrection, he became a lion on the mission field. This message of 

the resurrection was so important that Paul made it an essential part of the gospel message. 

 

1 Cor 15:3-4 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our 

sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day 

according to the Scriptures. 

IV. Resurrection hope for us 

Rom 6:4-5 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 

life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall 

be in the likeness of His resurrection. 

 

May God help us to expect and attempt great things for God. 


