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Luke 2:39-52 | Jesus Christ Submits to Authority | 6.06.21  
Luke 4:4 But Jesus answered him, saying, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word of God.’ ” 

To “know Jesus” is to experience His love and return His love in faithful obedience. 

Three Basic Steps for Bible Study: 

1. Observation – like a detective, we look for as many clues as possible within the text 
by asking questions.  

2. Interpretation – we are looking for the original writer's intended meaning for the 
original readers.  
Eisegesis is to read into the text what we want it to say. 
Exegesis is to read out of the text what it says.  

3. Application – this is the “so what” of the text. What does a 2000-year-old letter 
from Luke have to do with me in 2021?  

Luke 2:48-50 So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, “Son, 
why have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.”  49 And He 
said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s 
business?” 50 But they did not understand the statement which He spoke to them.  

Jesus drew a sharp distinction between Joseph and Mary and God, His true Father (v49). 
His response confirmed that He knew His mission, and His parents should have known. 

Luke 2:51-52 Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, 
but His mother kept all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and men. 

1. God set up authority.  
A. Family  
B. Government  
C. Church  

2. What went wrong?  

Satan created doubt within Adam and Eve about God’s honesty and goodness. Was God 
holding something back from them? Would we be able to experience life in a more 
meaningful way and discover greater happiness independent of God?  

The effects of “the fall” landed within the church. Authority and submission were redefined 
to meet personal agendas and satisfy selfish desires rather than pursue the will of God. 
There is no reason for the church to allow culture to define authority and submission. 
(Romans 12:1-2) We have the Old Testament events and the teachings of Jesus Christ for 
our example (re: Matthew 28:20, 1 Corinthians 10).   



Psalm 8 | Mankind was not satisfied with God’s plan, so they took authority where God 
never intended. From this came verbal and physical abuse, injustice, wars, and a host of 
other vicious crimes and offenses.  

3. Getting Back to God’s Plan.  

The New Testament word for submission in the verb usage is hypotasso. It means to fall in 
line or get in order. Every believer is called to a mutual submission of one another 
(Ephesians 5:21).  

Biblical submission addresses the issue of function or order.  Biblical submission is not 
about superiority or the inability to question those in authority.  It is how families, 
governments, and churches should operate to provide the best and safest solutions for 
mankind in a fallen world.  

Man was not created superior to woman. A parent is not superior in value to a child.  A 
supervisor is not superior to the employee. A CEO Is not superior to lower management.  

We should search to rediscover and reclaim God’s definition and plan of authority and 
submission with a desire to honor God and serve others. The church must set the example 
of genuine truth seekers and pursue God’s Word for what they believe and how they 
behave.    

We should seek to follow authority as much as possible. If we must reject it, we should do 
so in humility as a means to honor God and not to exhibit rebellion. There is a way to resist 
authority that is self-serving, and there is a way to resist authority that seeks to glorify God.  

 

Acts 5:28-32 “Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have 
filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man’s blood on us!” 29 But Peter 
and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather than men. 30 The God 
of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree. 31 Him God has 
exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness 
of sins. 32 And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has 
given to those who obey Him.” 
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Digging Deeper: Resources on Authority and Submission:  

 gotquestions.org (over 600,000 questions addressed)  
 YouTube | Collin S. Smith sermon – Submit to Authority, Numbers 16 
 YouTube – John MacArthur sermon – When Government Crosses the Line – 

8.07.2020 Romans 13:1  

 
 


