
Seeing  through the Eyes of Luke  CHRIST
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Luke 2:39-52 | Jesus Christ at Twelve | 5.30.21  
 

The ministry of the Holy Spirit takes the teachings of Jesus Christ and makes them clear to 
our minds and real to our hearts in such a way that we willingly, completely, and joyfully 
submit to Him.  
 

Historically, Christians have been deeply concerned about having an accurate view of Jesus. 
Modern Christianity does not seem worried about such a task. With a sense of carelessness, 
the average church takes liberty regarding the person of Jesus. However, it is crucial to define 
and present Jesus as described in Scripture and not from a personal or cultural version.  
 

Church councils and creeds did not create doctrine or establish a Bible. They affirmed and 
clarified Biblical doctrine as a means to equip the saints and expose heresy.   

Luke provides a clear and concise balance that Jesus is 100% God and 100% man. Luke knows 
that without Christ’s humanity, He would not qualify to be our Savior.  

Hebrews 2:14-17 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself 
(Jesus likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power 
of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. 16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed 
of Abraham. 17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a 
merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of 
the people. 

Hebrews 10:5 Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: “Sacrifice and offering You did 
not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me.  Re: Philippians 2:5-8  

Luke 2:39-40 So when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. 40 And the Child grew and became strong in 
spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.  

 Do not overlook that the one who died on a cross was once a boy himself. The context 
of Luke 2:41 is Jesus at age twelve at the Temple.  

Luke 2:41-47 His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when 
He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. 43 When 
they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. And 
Joseph and His mother did not know it; 44 but supposing Him to have been in the company, they 
went a day’s journey, and sought Him among their relatives and acquaintances. 45 So when they 
did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 46 Now so it was that after three days 
they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and 
asking them questions 47 And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and 
answers.  



Ezra 3:12-13 But many of the priests and Levites and heads of the fathers’ houses, old men who 
had seen the first temple, wept with a loud voice when the foundation of this temple was laid 
before their eyes. Yet many shouted aloud for joy, 13 so that the people could not discern the noise 
of the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people, for the people shouted with a loud 
shout, and the sound was heard afar off. 

 A great principle from Ezra 3 is that people who love God bring their personal 
experiences to the table resulting in differing perspectives and responses.  

Acts 21:27-32 Now when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews from Asia, seeing him in 
the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him, 28 crying out, “Men of Israel, help! 
This is the man who teaches all men everywhere against the people, the law, and this place; and 
furthermore he also brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.” 29 (For they 
had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, whom they supposed that Paul 
had brought into the temple.) 30 And all the city was disturbed; and the people ran together, 
seized Paul, and dragged him out of the temple; and immediately the doors were shut. 31 Now as 
they were seeking to kill him, news came to the commander of the garrison that all Jerusalem 
was in an uproar. 32 He immediately took soldiers and centurions, and ran down to them. And 
when they saw the commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul. 

Riots incited by misinformation is nothing new. Mob violence is forbidden in Scripture.  

Exodus 23:1-4 “You shall not circulate a false report. Do not put your hand with the wicked to 
be an unrighteous witness. 2 You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a 
dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice. 3 You shall not show partiality to a poor 
man in his dispute. 

Luke 2:48-52 So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why 
have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.”  49 And He said to 
them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 50 But 
they did not understand the statement which He spoke to them. 51 Then He went down with them 
and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother kept all these things in her heart. 
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. 

“… Jesus was not hiding from them or defying their authority. In fact, he had done precisely 
what any child should do under such circumstances (being left by his parents) – He went to a 
safe, public place in the presence of trusted adults, where his parents could be expected to 
come looking for Him.”  John Macarthur  

The first recorded words of Jesus are in the form of two questions.   
“Why did you seek Me?” 
 “Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 

Do not miss that at age 12, Jesus was aware of his deity. “Did you not know that I must be 
about My Father’s business?”  

How fascinating that the eternal Son of God, creator of mankind, submitted himself to human 
authority. Join us on 6.06.21 as we study this theme. (Luke 2:51-52) 


