
 

 

Building a Filter: 
Rightly engaging the culture around us 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Matthew 10:16 (NKJV) — 16 “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise 

as serpents and harmless as doves. 

 

“Now the wisdom of the one and the harmlessness of the other are very desirable to be combined in the 

Christian character; because it is by such an union only that the Christian will be enabled to cope 

successfully with his more powerful enemies”  Charles Spurgeon 

 

 

 I. Filter #1 - The Bible is God’s word 

 A. 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God 

may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 B. Psalm 119:105 (NKJV) — 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. 

 C. Application - The Bible is God’s word, therefore I must know and obey it 

 

 II. Filter #2 - God is God and I am not 

 A. Isaiah 40:12–15 (NKJV) — 12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, 

Measured heaven with a span And calculated the dust of the earth in a measure? Weighed the 

mountains in scales And the hills in a balance? 13 Who has directed the Spirit of the Lord, Or as 

His counselor has taught Him? 14 With whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him, And 

taught Him in the path of justice? Who taught Him knowledge, And showed Him the way of 

understanding? 15 Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, And are counted as the small 

dust on the scales; Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing. 

 B. Isaiah 55:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My 

ways,” says the Lord. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than 

your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 

 C. Application - God is God and I am not, therefore He gets to decide what is best 

 

 III. Filter #3 - Sin is the root of the problem 

 A. Jeremiah 17:9 (NKJV) — 9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; 

Who can know it? 

 B. Psalm 51:5 (NKJV) — 5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived 

me. 

 C. Romans 3:12 (NKJV) — 12  There is none who does good, no, not one.” 

 D. Romans 3:23 (NKJV) — 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

 E. Sin is not a popular word – it sounds intolerant, narrow, and mean. But if we don’t understand it, 

we won’t understand ourselves. - Jacqueline Crowne 

 F. Application: Sin the the root of the problem, so I need to recognize it in my life, the life of others, 

and it’s effect on our culture 

 

 IV. Filter #4 - Believers belong to Christ  

 A. Galatians 2:20 (NKJV) — 20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but 

Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 

loved me and gave Himself for me. 

 B. Application: Believers belong to Christ, so he gets to decide how I should live 



 

 

 

 V. Filter #5 - Biblical love is not cultural love 

 A. We must define love Biblically 

 B. “God is love, but this is quite different from affirming that our culture’s understanding of love 

must be God. “In this is love,” John wrote, “not that we have loved God but that he has loved us 

and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 4:10). Love is what God did in 

sending His Son to be our substitute on the cross (Rom 5.8). Love is what we do when we keep 

Christ’s commands (John 14:15). Love is sharing with our brothers  and sisters in need (1 John 

3:16-18). Love is treating each other with kindness and patience (1 Cor 13.4). Love is disciplining 

a wayward sinner (Proverbs 3.11-12). Love is chastening the rebellious saint (Heb 12:5-6). And 

love is throwing your arms around the prodigal son when he sees his sin, comes to his senses, and 

heads for home (Luke 15:17-24).” Kevin Deyoung 

 C. Love does not equal condone 

 D. Application: Biblical love is not cultural love, so we must love like Christ loved 

 

 VI. Filter #6 - You will be influenced by something 

 A. Romans 12:2 (NKJV) — 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of 

God. 

 B. Application: You will be influenced by something, make sure it’s the right thing 

 

 VII. Filter #7 - We are called to have both grace and truth 

 A. John 8:3–11 (NKJV) — 3 Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in 

adultery. And when they had set her in the midst, 4 they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman was 

caught in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be 

stoned. But what do You say?” 6 This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of 

which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though 

He did not hear. 7 So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, 

“He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.” 8 And again He stooped 

down and wrote on the ground. 9 Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, 

went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the 

woman standing in the midst. 10 When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the 

woman, He said to her, “Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned 

you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you; go and sin 

no more.” 

 B. Application: We are called to have both grace and truth, so rely on the wisdom of God and His 

Holy Spirit to live in that tension 

 

 

 

Keep thinking on it: 

  Do I think critically about the culture around me? 

  Have I been engage the culture or running from it? 

  What filter do I need to build up in my life? 


