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Luke 1:1-25 | Gabriel Visits Zacharias | 4.25.21  
 

Luke 1:3-5 It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very 
first, to write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may know the 
certainty of those things in which you were instructed. 5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of 
Judea a certain priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah. His wife was of the daughters of 
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth  
 

For years critics have stated that Luke was inconsistent and untrustworthy. That changed 
however, when archeology began to systematically confirm the accuracy of Luke, which left some 
to bestow on him the title, “one of the world’s greatest historians” in regard to quality and 
content.  

Luke 1:6-10 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and 
ordinances of the Lord blameless. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they 
were both well advanced in years. 8 So it was, that while he was serving as priest before God in the 
order of his division, 9 according to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense when he 
went into the temple of the Lord. 10 And the whole multitude of the people was praying outside at 
the hour of incense. 
 

Being “blameless” is not the same as being sinless; that title is only for Jesus.  
 

Luke 1:11-14 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the right side of the altar of 
incense. 12 And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel 
said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear 
you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will 
rejoice at his birth 
 

Malachi 4:5-6 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the LORD. 6And he will turn The hearts of the fathers to the children, And the hearts 
of the children to their fathers, Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.” 
 

Luke 1:15-17 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong 
drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb.  
 

The Nazarite Vow | Numbers 6  
1. It is taken voluntarily.  
2. Both men and women could participate in the vow.  
3. It had a specific time frame with a start and end date. 
4. It had specific guidelines and restrictions. 

A. Abstain from fermented drink and grapes.  
B. Do not cut your hair.  
C. Avoid going near a dead body.  

Proverbs 24:11-12 Deliver those who are drawn toward death, And hold back those stumbling to 
the slaughter. 12 If you say, “Surely we did not know this,” Does not He who weighs the hearts 
consider it? He who keeps your soul, does He not know it? And will He not render to each man 
according to his deeds? 
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Ezekiel 14:12-14 The word of the LORD came again to me, saying: 13 “Son of man, when a land sins 
against Me by persistent unfaithfulness, I will stretch out My hand against it; I will cut off its supply 
of bread, send famine on it, and cut off man and beast from it. 14 Even if these three men, Noah, 
Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness,” says the Lord 
GOD.  
 

1 Peter 4:17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with 
us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God.   

 God allows persecutions and suffering as disciplinary judgment to purify the lives of 
those in the family of God. 

 

Luke 1:16-17 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 He will also go 
before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and 
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”    
 

One of the major roles of a church is to help prepare its members for eternity. 
 

Hebrews 10:31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.  
Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
 

The fear of the Lord is an understanding that God knows everything about me, and that one day 
I will give an account of myself to Him. This truth should lead me to know, love, and serve Jesus 
Christ.   

Luke 1:18-19 And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my 
wife is well advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who 
stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings. 

Gabriel provided Zacharias with six details regarding the birth of John. Though Zacharias’ 
question appears harmless on the surface, the response informs us it was presented in unbelief, 
which was not received lightly. Gabriel’s presence should have been evidence enough for 
Zacharias.   

“Few sins appear to be so provoking to God as the sin of unbelief. None certainly have called 
down such judgments on men… The forty years wanderings of Israel in the wilderness should 
never be forgotten by professing Christians.”  J.C. Ryle   re: 1 Cor. 10:1-11 

Luke 1:20-25 But behold, you will be mute and not able to speak until the day these things take 
place, because you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their own time.” 21 And the 
people waited for Zacharias, and marveled that he lingered so long in the temple. 22 But when he 
came out, he could not speak to them; and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple, for 
he beckoned to them and remained speechless. 23 So it was, as soon as the days of his service were 
completed, that he departed to his own house. 24 Now after those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; 
and she hid herself five months, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He 
looked on me, to take away my reproach among people.”  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Credibility of Scripture Conference: Mark your calendars for a conference with Professor Ray 
Adams on Sunday, June 27th on the Credibility of Scripture: How History and Archeology 
Confirms the Truth Claims of Scripture. 
 


