
 
 

Jesus Gave the Great Commission to Us! 

Jeff Heslop | Grace Baptist Church | March 21, 2021 

 

Matt 28:18-20  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me 

in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all 

things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.” Amen.  

 

The Great Commission is characterized by the word “all.” 

 

All authority is given to Me (Jesus). 

All nations are to be discipled. 

All things Jesus taught we are to teach. 

All days Jesus is with us. 

 

Volumes have been written about missions, missions strategy, mission history, missionary 

biographies, and missions methods, but Jesus told us what we need to know in these three 

concise yet information rich verses.  

 

Everything we do in missions must be built on the foundation of these three simple verses in 

Matt 28:18-20 

 

Outline of the passage 

 18 All authority has been given to Me    Encouragement 

  19a Go, therefore, make disciples of all nations Command 

  19b Baptizing them in the name…   Command 

  20a Teaching then to observe all things…  Command 

 20b Look, I am with you always    Encouragement  

 

Matt 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth. Matt 28:18 

 

The Father giving the Son such universal authority was prefigured by Daniel the prophet. 

 

Dan 7:13-14 "I was watching in the night visions, And behold, [One] like the Son of Man, 

Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, And they brought Him near 

before Him. 14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, 



 
 

nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion [is] an everlasting dominion, Which shall 

not pass away, And His kingdom [the one] Which shall not be destroyed.  

 

Through suffering in obedience, the Father has given Jesus far more authority than Satan’s 

sinful offer of all the kingdoms of the world during Jesus’ temptation, Matt 4:8-9. 

 

Matt 28:19  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

“Make disciples” is the main command in Matt 28:18-20. To make a disciple means to bring a 

person into a student teacher relationship. The student is bound to learn from the teacher and 

to obey the teacher.  

 

Lk 6:40  A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his 

teacher. 

 

Baptizing. We have different kinds of baptism in the NT. John the Baptist’s baptism was by 

immersion in water to prepare the people for their Messiah, Matt 3:11. The Holy Spirit baptizes 

us, without water, into the body of Christ, 1 Cor 12:12. Today we baptize by immersion in 

water, but we are to baptize into the name (note singular) of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

Matt 20:28a  teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you;  

 

Our responsibility is to teach so that the nations can hear. Making disciples requires teaching. 

 

Rom 10:14-15 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall 

they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a 

preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are 

the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” 

 

Matt 28:20b and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 

 

Jesus said, “Hey, pay attention. I Myself and no one else am with you throughout every single 

day until the  end of the age.” And notice that Jesus said “I am,” present, He is with us, not that 

He will be, He is already! Now! 

 

As Jesus’ disciples, we have two amazing encouragements as we obey Jesus’ Great Commission. 

The One who commanded us has been given all authority by His Father. And the One with all 

authority has promised to be with us throughout each and every day until the end of the age. 

 


