
 

 

God’s call to believers to be the light of the world | 03.07.21 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Philippians 2:12–16 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but 

now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you 

both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you may become 

blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom 

you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not 

run in vain or labored in vain. 

 

 

Shining as lights starts within our hearts. 

Matthew 5:14–16 (NKJV) — 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do 

they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your 

light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 5:2–12 (NKJV) — 2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, For 

they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled. 7 Blessed 

are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. 9 Blessed are the 

peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness ’sake, For 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against 

you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you.  

 

If we want to be light in the darkness, we must be evaluating our hearts 

 

Luke 6:43–45 (NKJV) — 43 “For a good tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 44 For every tree 

is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush. 45 A 

good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart 

brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. 

 

Shining as lights requires us to be plugged into our power source. 
 

John 15:5 (NKJV) — 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for 

without Me you can do nothing. 

 

Abide - remain or continue. Gives the idea of a close relationships 

 

Is my relationship with Christ a cell phone or a lamp? Do I get charged up and run on battery until I can get a charge again 

or am I continually connected to my power source 

 

Shining as lights means letting God transform every aspect of our lives. 
 

The Subjects of His Kingdom - Matthew 5:1-16 

Their Character - 5:1-13 Their Circle of Influence - 5:14-16 



 

 

Colossians 3:1-17 (NKJV) — 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, 

sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life 

is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 

Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and 

covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in 

which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, 

wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old 

man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who 

created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, 

but Christ is all and in all. 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, 

meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against 

another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of 

perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.  

 

“While he doesn’t abolish the household structure outright, the exalted messiah demands that it be transformed, almost 

beyond the point of recognition for any Roman living in Colossae” The Bible Project 

 

We need a radical transformation to fulfill the role of lights in the universe we are called to be. 

 

Shining as lights where God has placed us. 
Acts 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to 

Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

 

Those who stayed: Supported those who went out and lived on mission to where God had them. 

 

Application: 

 • What area of your life do you need God to change so you can shine brighter? 

 • What are your spheres of influence? 

 • How can you be a greater light in those spheres? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Keep thinking on it: 

 • Scripture uses the contrast between light and dark frequently. How does this word picture help you understand what 

God has called you to? (Philippians 2:12-16, 1 John 1:5-10) 

 • Our heart has a direct effect on our light. What do we need to do when the fruit we produce isn’t good? What do we 

need to do when our bad fruit has affected our light? How is owning up to our failures shining light? (Matthew 5:1-16, 

Luke 6:43-45) 

 • Read John 15:1-11. What does abiding look like? What is the product of abiding? How does our abiding affect others? 

 • How does our relationship with Christ look like a cell phone, needing charging? How does it look like a lamp, 

constantly connected to the power source? 

 • In Colossians 3, Paul speaks of putting off and putting on. What does it take to do this consistently? What are some 

ways you can actively put on the thing Paul listed? 

 • What are the specific places God has called you to? What does it look like to live on mission in those places? 


