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The Psalms are divided into five books or sections.  
Book 1: Psalm 1-41   
Book 2: Psalm 42-72   
Book 3: Psalm 73-89 
Book 4: Psalm 90-106 
Book 5: Psalm 107-150 
 
“The division of the Psalms is not based on authorship or chronology, as several authors 
composed Psalms, and their individual songs are mixed throughout the various collections. Each 
of these five books or sections of Psalms ends with a doxology or a song of praise. The Psalms was 
one of the most popular writings among the Dead Sea Scrolls, with thirty scrolls of all or parts of 
the book included. Overall, Psalms is the book of the Old Testament with the most Hebrew 
manuscripts available for research, indicating its enduring popularity among both Jews and 
Christians.” gotquestions.org.  (over 600,000 questions addressed)  

Psalms reveal to us that nothing is off-limits with God. We can express every detail and every 
emotion of life to God. 

Psalms of Lament | Psalms of Thanksgiving | Psalms of Pilgrimage  
Psalms of Judgment or Imprecatory Psalms - calls on God to bring wrath on the enemy  
Psalms of Royalty or Messianic Psalms - reference Jesus Christ 

Psalm 2:1-3 Why do the nations rage, And the people plot (imagine, meditate) a vain thing? 2The 
kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel    together, Against the LORD and 
against His Anointed, saying, 3“Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from us.” 
John 3:19) Re: Romans 5:8-12  
Psalm 2:4-5 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The LORD shall hold them in derision. (scorn, 
ridicule)  5Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, And distress them in His deep displeasure:  
 

Skeptics do not reject God’s Word because it contradicts itself; they reject Scripture because it 
contradicts their opinions of God and their lifestyles. They mentally dismantle God, rebuild him 
with only the parts they want him to possess, and convince themselves there is absolutely nothing 
God will do about it!  Re: John 3:19, Romans 1:18-32 
 

Psalm 2:6-9 “Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion. (Jerusalem) ”7“I will declare the decree: 
The LORD has said to Me, ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. 8Ask of Me, and I will give You 
The nations for Your inheritance, And the ends of the earth for Your possession. 9You shall break 
them with a rod of iron; You shall dash them to pieces like a potter’s vessel.’ 
 

https://www.gotquestions.org/dead-sea-scrolls.html


The unsaved are not just in spiritual darkness; there is a power working in them to keep them 
there. 2 Corinthians 4:3-4, Colossians 1:13   

 Acts 4:23-28 And being let go, they went to their own companions and reported all that the chief 
priests and elders had said to them. 24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with 
one accord and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in 
them, 25 who by the mouth of Your servant David have said: ‘Why did the nations rage, And the people 
plot vain things? 26The kings of the earth took their stand, And the rulers were gathered together 
Against the LORD and against His Christ.  27 “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered 
together 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. 
 

Acts 13:32-36 And we declare to you glad tidings—that promise which was made to the fathers. 
33 God has fulfilled this for us their children in that He has raised up Jesus. As it is also written in the 
second Psalm: ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You. 34 And that He raised Him from the dead, 
no more to return to corruption, He has spoken thus: ‘I will give you the sure mercies of David. 
35 Therefore He also says in another Psalm: ‘You will not allow Your Holy One to see corruption.’ 
36 “For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was buried with 
his fathers, and saw corruption; 37 but He whom God raised up saw no corruption 

Revelation 19:11-16  Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him 
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a 
flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except 
Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 
14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 
15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself 
will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD 
OF LORDS 

 Psalm 2 displays God’s sovereignty, omnipotence, holiness, justice, and love. 
 God always places His warning about wrath alongside His call to repentance so we 

can escape it. That is true love!  
 

Psalm 2:10-12 Now therefore, be wise, O kings; Be instructed, you judges of the earth. 11Serve the 
LORD with fear, And rejoice with trembling. 12Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, And you perish in the way, 
When His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him. 
 

It is foolish not to see God’s warnings as love. It is rebellious not to respond to them.  
 

2 Timothy 3:15 Scripture is what makes us wise unto salvation.  

Proverbs 29:1 He who is often rebuked, and hardens his neck, Will suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy. Re: Romans 1:21-22, Romans 2:4-5  
 

We will either rule with Christ or live separated from him in judgment. Our response to God’s 
loving warning and gracious provision for salvation in Christ will determine our eternity.  
 
A Book Recommendation - The Second Coming by John Macarthur  


