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Judgment 1   
1. Subjects: Believers as to sin   
2. Time: AD 30 (33)   
3. Place: Jerusalem, Calvary  
4. Basis of Judgment: Christ’s finished work on the cross 
5. Result: Justification                                         
Romans 3:20-28, 4:23-24, 5:1,9-11,8:1, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, 19-20, Ephesians 1:7,14, 
Galatians 2:16, 3:24, Colossians 2:13-24, Titus 3:7  
 

“How many millions of sins in every believer and every one whereof were enough to condemn 
us, yet his love in Christ forgives completely and eternally!” John Owen (1616-1683) 
 

“Making God’s love contingent on our action is a sad but common misunderstanding in the 
church. Remember, a believer’s union is never in jeopardy. For God’s love can never be heightened 
by any act of ours, and cannot be lessened by any thing in us. While our sense of communion 
with God may fluctuate, his love does not grow and diminish. The wrath of God against the 
sin of saints was exhausted on the cross.” John Owen  
 

Judgment 2                                    
1. Subjects: Believers as to their sin(s)  
2. Time: During their life as Christians  
3. Place: On earth  
4. Basis of Judgment: Unconfessed sin or confessed sin through self-judgment  
5. Result: Chastisement, loss of joy or restored fellowship and renewed joy   
Psalm 51, 139:23-24, Proverbs 28:13, Isaiah 59:1-2, Matthew 18:35, 1 Corinthians 11:29-
31, 2 Timothy 2:24-26, Hebrews 4:12-13, 12:5-1, James 1:21-27, 4:7-10, 1 John 1:3-10 
 

“While union (our position) with Christ is something that does not ebb and flow, one’s experience 
of communion (fellowship) with Christ can fluctuate… When a believer grows comfortable with 
sin this invariably affects the level of intimacy this person feels with God. It is not that the 
Father’s love grows and diminishes for his children in accordance to their actions. Sin tends to 
isolate the believer, making him feel distant from God. Then comes the accusations – both from 
Satan and self.” John Owen  
 

“While a saint’s consistency in prayer, corporate worship, and biblical mediation are not things 
that make God love us more or less, such activities tend to foster the beautiful experience of 
communion with God. Giving in to temptations and neglecting devotion to God threaten the 
communion but not the union. And it is this union which encourages the believer to turn from 



sin and to the God who is quick to forgive, abounding in compassion, and faithful in his unending 
love.” John Owen  
 
Judgment 3              
1. Subjects: Believers as to works   
2. Time: After the Rapture of the Church  
3. Place: Judgment Seat of Christ in Heaven  
4. Basis of Judgment: The service and works of believers  
5. Result: Reward or loss  
Matthew 6:19-21, 19:29, John 12:26, Romans 14:10-13, 1 Corinthians 3:8-15,4:1-5, 9:24-27, 
15:58, 2 Corinthians 5:9-11, Galatians 6:9-10, Colossians 3:17, 23-25, 1Thess. 2:19-20,              
2 Timothy 4:8, Hebrews 6:10, James 1:12, 1 Peter 5:2-4, 1 John 2:28, 2 John v8, Rev. 22:12  
 

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal,  
For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone 
builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 13 each one’s work will 
become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each 
one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a 
reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as 
through fire. 
 

1. Only those saved will be present at this judgment.  
2. It is not about earning salvation, for that was settled at judgment #1. 
3. If we were not in our glorified bodies, this event would be unbearable.  
4. There will be gain or loss of rewards that will matter throughout eternity.  
5. Sacrificial love, giving, and service done for God’s glory will be rewarded beyond measure.  
 

1 John 2:28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence 
and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. 29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that 
everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him.   
 

2 John 1:8 Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may 
receive a full reward.    
 

Hebrews 6:10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown 
toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do minister.  
 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure 
is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there 
is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on 
that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.  
 

At Grace, we desire to help you live a Christ-honoring life on this side of Heaven as a means 
to prepare you for your future meeting with Christ.   
 

What will I do with the information God has given me today about my future judgment?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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