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Eschatology is the study of last things and addresses God’s plan for the future of individuals and 
the world. Only God has the final word on what will exactly happen in the future.  
 

The Purpose for Studying Prophecy (Eschatology) | 2 Peter 3:10-14 
1. To discourage us from living a materialistic lifestyle (v. 10). 
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it 
will be burned up. 
2. To encourage us to live a God-honoring lifestyle (v. 11). 
Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy 
conduct and godliness, 
3. To develop in us an expectant lifestyle (vs. 12-14). 
looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be 
dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to 
His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  Therefore, beloved, 
looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, 
from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.  
 
God’s Prophetic Plan: 
1. The Church Age: Matthew 16:16-18, Gal. 3:26-28, Eph. 5:25b-27  
2. The Rapture of the Church: 1 Corinthians 15:51-58, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
3. The Judgment Seat of Believers: 1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10  
4. The Great Tribulation: Matthew 24, Revelation 6-18  
5. The Battle of Armageddon:  Revelation 19:11-21 
6. The Second (visible) Return of Christ: Matthew 24:23-30, Revelation 1:7 
7. The Sheep-Goat Judgment: Matthew 25:31-44 
8. The Millennial Kingdom Age: Isaiah 11:1-9, Revelation 20:4-6  
9. Satan’s Release and the Battle of Gog and Magog: Revelation 20:7-9  
10. The Great White Throne Judgment: Revelation 20:10-15  



11. Eternal Damnation of the Lost: Revelation 20:15  
12. The New Heaven, The New Earth, The New Jerusalem: Revelation 21-22  

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have 
fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word 
of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede 
those who are asleep.  16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are 
alive and remain shall be caught up (* Rapture) together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these 
words. 
 

Resources for Personal Study:  
gotquestions.org (Addresses over 600,000 questions)  
YouTube | John MacArthur “Second Coming” Sermons 
 

If we could say in a sentence the theme of Eschatology, it would be this… 
Don’t panic; be prepared! Jesus is coming again!  
 

The important differences between the Rapture and Second Coming are as follows: 
1.  At the rapture, believers meet the Lord in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:17). At the second coming, 
believers return with the Lord to the earth (Revelation 19:14). 
2.  The second coming occurs after the great and terrible tribulation (Revelation chapters 6 & 19). 
The rapture occurs before the tribulation (1 Thessalonians 5:9; Revelation 3:10). 
3.  The rapture is the removal of believers from the earth as an act of deliverance (1 Thess. 4:13-
17, 5:9). The second coming includes the removal of unbelievers as an act of judgment                      
(Matthew 24:40-41). 
4.  The rapture will be secret and instant (1 Corinthians 15:50-54). The second coming will be 
visible to all (Revelation 1:7; Matthew 24:29-30). 
5.  The second coming of Christ will not occur until after certain other end-times events take place 
(2 Thessalonians 2:4; Matthew 24:15-30; Mark 13:5-26, Revelation chapters 6-18). The rapture is 
imminent; it could take place at any moment (Titus 2:13; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18;            1 
Corinthians 15:50-58) 

 

The Rapture and Second Coming (Revelation) are similar but separate events. Both involve 
Jesus returning and both are end-times events. However, it is crucially important to recognize the 
differences. In summary, the rapture is the return of Christ in the clouds to remove all believers 
from the earth before the time of God's wrath. The second coming is the return of Christ to the 
earth to bring the tribulation to an end and to defeat the Antichrist and his evil world empire. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Service Update: We will continue the two services we are currently offering (8:45 
and 10:30) to allow for greater social distancing. A new date for the restart of our 
9:30 service will be communicated in the future.   
Masks Encouraged.     


