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1 John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments 
are not burdensome  

 How do I view the commandments of God? 
 Commandments are not an end in themselves, but a means to point us to the 

Commandment giver.   
 God’s commandments are for His glory and our good.   
 Commands reveal God’s character and His love for us.  

 

It is vital to have a proper view of the purpose of God’s commandments. Rules without 
relationships breed contempt and rebellion. Christianity is all about Jesus Christ and our 
relationship to him.  John 17:3, 1 Peter 1:6-9  
 

John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world!  
 

“Christianity, if false, is of no importance, and if true, of infinite importance. The only thing it 
cannot be is moderately important.”  C.S. Lewis  

John 6:67-69 Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?” 68 But Simon Peter 
answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 Also we have come 
to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
 

1 Kings 18:20-21 So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together on 
Mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came to all the people, and said, “How long will you falter between 
two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.” But the people answered him 
not a word. 
 

Revelation 3:15-16 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold 
or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My 
mouth.  
 

James 3:16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.  
 

It is not easy surrendering all that you are to all that Jesus Christ is, but it is the most significant 
decision you will ever make.  

Proverbs 3:31-32 Do not envy the oppressor, And choose none of his ways; 
32For the perverse person is an abomination to the LORD, But His secret counsel is with the upright. 
 

“There are two ways to have enough; one is to accumulate more and more; the other is to desire 
less.” G.K. Chesterton (Chesterton was an atheist who turned to a Christian apologist.) 



 Do your heart, mind, and soul a huge favor and read Psalm 73! 

Proverbs 14:30 A sound heart is life to the body, But envy is rottenness to the bones. 
Proverbs 23:17-18 Do not let your heart envy sinners, But be zealous for the fear of the LORD all the 
day; 18For surely there is a hereafter, And your hope will not be cut off.  
Proverbs 24:19-20 Do not fret because of evildoers, Nor be envious of the wicked; 20For there will be 
no prospect for the evil man; The lamp of the wicked will be put out. 

 Do not confuse delayed judgment from God with denied judgment.  

Romans 2:4-5 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not 
knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 5 But in accordance with your hardness 
and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God. 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver; Nor he who loves abundance, 
with increase. This also is vanity. 
 

Ecclesiastes 2:4-11 I made my works great, I built myself houses, and planted myself vineyards. 5 I 
made myself gardens and orchards, and I planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. 6 I made myself 
water pools from which to water the growing trees of the grove. 7 I acquired male and female 
servants, and had servants born in my house. Yes, I had greater possessions of herds and flocks than 
all who were in Jerusalem before me. 8 I also gathered for myself silver and gold and the special 
treasures of kings and of the provinces. I acquired male and female singers, the delights of the sons of 
men, and musical instruments of all kinds. 9 So I became great and excelled more than all who were 
before me in Jerusalem. Also my wisdom remained with me. 10Whatever my eyes desired I did not 
keep from them. I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure, For my heart rejoiced in all my labor; 
And this was my reward from all my labor. 11Then I looked on all the works that my hands had done 
And on the labor in which I had toiled; And indeed all was vanity and grasping for the wind. There 
was no profit under the sun. 
 

Four reasons envying sinners is more challenging than ever before. 
1. The ability to compare the lifestyle of the rich and famous from the media.  
2. The access to material items are readily available through credit.  
3. The anticipation of immediate gratification. “I want it now.”   
4. The alarming reality of the law of diminishing effects. What pleased me last month no longer  
    satisfies me.  
 

By not envying sinners we… 
 Discover that ultimate delight is in the Lord.  Ps 37:1-4 
 Decrease our battle with anger. Ps 37:7-9 
 Diminish our struggle with discouragement and depression. Ps 73  
 Increase our desire to fear the Lord. Pro 23:17  
 Decrease our desire to be with them or like them. Pro 24:1 
 Decrease anxiety. Pro 24:19 
 Honor God through the tenth commandment. Ex. 20:17 
 Reveal that our hearts are set on loving God. Matt 22:37-38 

 


