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Four Facts Concerning Wisdom | Proverbs 1:20-33 
1. Wisdom is available.  
2. Wisdom can be rejected.  
3. Rejecting wisdom bears serious consequences. 
4. Embracing wisdom brings blessings and benefits.  

 

Four Reasons Wisdom is Rejected | Proverbs 1:24-25  
1. Rebellion    v. 24 – I called out, and you refused.  
2. Insensitivity   v. 24b – I stretched out my hand, and no man regarded.  
3. Indifference     v. 25 – You disdained all my counsel.  
4. Defensiveness  v. 25b – You would have none of my reproof.  

 

Wisdom is a gift, graciously imparted to those who seek it for the right reasons, from the right 
source, and in the right way.  Proverbs 2:1-8  
 

“Men and woman educated to earn a living often don’t know anything about handling life… Alumni 
from noted universities have mastered information about a narrow slice of life but couldn’t make 
it to the first grade when it comes to living successfully with family and friends. Knowledge is not 
enough to meet life’s problems. We need wisdom, the ability to handle life with skill.”                          
Haddon Robinson  
 

“Considerable weight is to be given to the judgment (counsel) of men and women who live near 
to God, and in most instances their verdict will not be a mistaken one…”  C.H. Spurgeon  
 

John 12:26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If 
anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor. 
 

Proverbs 27:1 Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do not know what a day may bring forth. 
Proverbs 20:9 Who can say, “I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin”? 
 

1 Corinthians 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 

Psalm 119:99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, For Your testimonies are my 
meditation. 
 

There are three Hebrew words translated fool (1) kesly means to be dull, stubborn, refuses to 
listen (2) ewiyl means to be corrupt, unreasonable. (3) nabal means to be brutish, thoughtless and 
careless, bent on having his or her own way 
 

 
 



Characteristics of a Fool in Proverbs:  
1. Fools despise Godly knowledge and wisdom.  Proverbs 1:7, 22, 18:2 
 

The fear of the Lord is an understanding that God knows everything about me, and one day, I will 
give an account of myself to Him.  
 

Hebrews 4:12-13 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things 
are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 
 

2. Fools disregard their parents.  Proverbs 10:1, 15:5, 20, 17:25 
3. Fools enjoy spreading lies and slander.  Proverbs 10:18, 14:8 
4. Fools are arrogant and careless.  Proverbs 12:15, 14:16 
5. Fools repeat their sins regardless of consequences.  Proverbs 26:11  
6. Fools do not work through conflict.  Proverbs 29:9 
7. Fools give full expression to their emotions.  Proverbs 28:26, 29:11  
 

Our thoughts and emotions are not trustworthy.  Jeremiah 17:9  
 

Philippians 4:6-9 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts (emotions) and minds (thoughts) through Christ Jesus. 
  

 Wisdom is not based on age, position, or intelligence.  
 Wisdom is a gift that God enjoys giving to those who seek it.  
 Wisdom is described as having more value than gold.  
 Wisdom is the ability to see life the way God wants you to see it.  
 Prudence gives care and thought about life and how it relates to God. 
 Reproof means to convince or convict. It is God’s loving criticism that points out sin as a 

means to bring repentance and confession.  
 

Characteristics of the Wise in Proverbs:  
1. A wise person is teachable. Proverbs 1:5  
2. A wise person receives rebuke/reproof .  Proverbs 9:8-9, 15:31, 17:10  

Titus 2:11-15 …  Speak these things, exhort, and rebuke with all authority… 
 

3. A wise person chooses his or her friends carefully.  Proverbs 13:20  
4. A wise person sees potential danger and avoids it.  Proverbs 20:1, 22:3, 23:29-35, 27:12 
5. A wise person sees the value of words.  Proverbs 15:2, 7, 16:23  
 

Three Types of Proverbs:  
1. Contrastive: Keyword is “but,” and they contrast thoughts to reveal both sides of an issue.  
2. Completive: Keywords are “and/so.” The second thought adds to the first line or thought. 
3. Comparative: Keywords are “better,” “than,” and “like.” They  introduce two kinds of 
circumstances or choices.  


