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Swift to Hear | Slow to Speak 
Proverbs 18:13, 15, & 17 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

James 1:19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
wrath. 

Proverbs 18:13,15,17 He who answers a matter before he hears it, It is folly and shame to him. 
15The heart of the prudent acquires knowledge, And the ear of the wise seeks knowledge. 17The first 
one to plead his cause seems right, Until his neighbor comes and examines him. 
 

Wisdom says, “Don’t assume – ask!” 
 

C.S. Lewis confessed he was more judgmental as an atheist than he was as a Christian.   

Matthew 7:1-6 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with what judgment you judge, you will be 
judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. 3 And why do you look at the 
speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to 
your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 
5 Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the 
speck from your brother’s eye. 6 “Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before 
swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces. 
 
John 7:24 - “Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.”    
 
Biblical Principles to Embrace & Apply:  
1. We are never to judge motives regardless of what information we have. Matthew 7:1 
2. Suspend judgment until as much information as possible is gained. Proverbs 18:15  
3. Having information still requires we use it in a God-honoring way. Colossians 4:6 
4. Even with complete information, we cannot know what is in someone’s heart. Luke 9:46-47  
5. It is easy to slant the story to make ourselves look like the hero or the victim without being 
aware that we are doing so.  Jeremiah 17:9 
6. We must guard against the spiritual crime of being a false witness.   Proverbs 6:16-19  
7. Only God can make perfect judgment 100% of the time. Psalm 139:1-4 
 
Lies not only distort facts, but they destroy the trust necessary for people to talk with one 
another. Every word we speak is rooted either in truth or in a lie. Most of our communication 
problems come because we deceive, distort, and manipulate with our words. We re-shape the 
facts to our advantage.   (adapted from Paul Tripp, War of Words) 

Romans 14:1-13 Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things. 2 For 
one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables. 3 Let not him who eats 
despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has 
received him. 4 Who are you to judge another’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, 
he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. 5 One person esteems one day above 
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another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 He who 
observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does 
not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, to the 
Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to 
himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we 
live or die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be 
Lord of both the dead and the living. 10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show 
contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11 For it is 
written: “As I live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God.” 
12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. 13 Therefore let us not judge one another 
anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother’s way.  
 
V1 | Do not look for reasons to argue.  
V2 | It is ok for Christians to have opposing viewpoints on non-doctrinal issues. 
V3 | Do not be guilty of despising or judging one another  
(*Replace Paul’s illustration of “meat” with “masks” or with “ Trump” and “Biden”) 
 

V4 | God is the master of everyone; therefore, leave all judgment to him.  
V5 | Allow each believer to make up his or her own mind on non-essentials.  
V6 | Believers can honor God in holding diverse perspectives. 
V7 | No one is an island; we all have some degree of influence.  
V8 | In life or death, every believer belongs to God. 
V9 | Christ’s death confirms and secures his Lordship.  
V10 | Why would one believer judge another when God is the only judge?  
V11 | Everyone will stand before God. 
V12 | Everyone will give an account of his or her life to God. 
V13 | Do not judge and do not be a stumbling block. 
 

 In doubtful things – liberty  
 In essential things – unity  
 In all things – charity  

 

 God has a wonderful plan for our words that is far better than any plan we could have. 
 Sin has radically altered our agenda for our words, which results in much hurt and 

confusion. 
 In Christ, we find grace that provides all we need to speak as God intended for us to speak.  
 The Bible clearly instructs us on how to honor God with our words.  

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Great tools for Bible study: Read Scripture app | bibleproject.com  
 
 

Bible Reading plan for Proverbs: Read the Proverb Chapter of the Day (Today is August 30th, 
read Chapter 30, and highlight 2-3 Proverbs to meditate on. Read Proverbs through 12 times in a 
year with this plan and gain great insight into doing life on this side of Heaven.  
 


