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Jesus did not preach a new set of morality; he took his audience back to the original plan. God gave 
us life to love Him with all our hearts and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

1 Thessalonians 5:21 Test all things; hold fast what is good. 
Proverbs 30:5-6 Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him. 6Do not 
add to His words, Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar.   
 

Scripture should rule supreme over our beliefs and behaviors. There is no greater insight to 
identifying and solving root problems than having one’s motives of the heart revealed. 
 

Hebrews 4:12-13 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner 
of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all 
things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 
 

The better our understanding of Scripture, the less concern we have over our opinions being 
expressed or embraced. The fruit of sincere Bible Study is not an arrogant or un-teachable spirit, 
but a humble and bold confidence in God’s Word.  
 
Followers of Christ should be able to entertain opposing ideas without fearing or embracing 
them. We must remind one another that the truth claims made by Jesus Christ are more valuable 
and effective than any ideas presented by our culture.   
 

Jesus endorsed the Old Testament through his teachings and his obedience to it. Jesus provided for 
the New Testament by appointing and equipping his apostles to write it.   
 
The writings of the Apostles: 

  Unique Experiences: They had first-hand testimony of the life of Jesus.  
  Unique Calling: They received a personal invitation from Jesus.  
  Unique Writings: The Holy Spirit directed them.  
  Unique Authority: No church, no pastor, no one has equal authority.  

 
2 Peter 1:2-4 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 
3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly 
great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
 

The Bible provides correcting principles to bring the church back in line with Christ.  



 
Luke 24:25-27 “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 
26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 And beginning at 
Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 
 

Luke 24:7 The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the 
third day rise again.’ ” 
 

Luke 16:27-31  “Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s 
house, 28 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of 
torment.’ 29 Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he 
said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 But he said to 
him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from 
the dead.’ ” 
 

The Apostles did not write in the name of the church; they wrote to the church in the name of 
Jesus Christ!  
  
1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you 
received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it 
is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe. 
 

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 
equipped for every good work. 
 

The Books within the Biblical canon were authoritative prior to being identified by the early 
church. The process of canonization did not confer authority on certain books; it acknowledged 
them to possess divine authority.  
 

Luke 6:46 Why do you call me Lord, Lord and not do the things which I say?   
 

Resources for evidence of the credibility of Scripture:  
 

1. The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel 
     Chapter 1 – Can the Biographies of Jesus be Trusted? 
     Chapter 3 – Were Jesus’ Biographies Reliably Preserved for us?  
     Chapter 5 – Does Archaeology Confirm or Contradict Jesus’ Biographies? 
     Chapter 14 – Are There Any Supporting Facts That Point to the Resurrection? 
 

Lee Strobel has a Law degree from Yale Law School and was an award-winning journalist for 
Chicago Tribune. He has written numerous books defending the faith he once denied as an atheist.  
 

2. 77 FAQs About GOD and the BIBLE – Your Toughest Questions Answered  
    by Josh and Sean McDowell  
 

Suggested Spiritual game plan with the McDowell Book: 
1. Set aside 30 minutes once a week (Don’t be vague, pick an evening and time.)  
2. Go through 1-3 questions. Each answer is about 1-3 pages in length.  


