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 The theme of Philippians is joy in any circumstance.  
 

 When jealously is left unchecked, it finds ways to hurt others.   
 

 JOY comes when we place Jesus first, others second, and ourselves third.  
 

The crucifixion was not something mankind did to Christ, but something Christ did for mankind. 
The crucifixion of Jesus Christ secured salvation and assured that one day every knee would bow 
and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord Savior or Lord judge.  
 

Philippians 4:6-7 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
 

1. Why would Paul write to tell the church members not to anxious?  
 

2 Corinthians 4:8-9 We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in 
despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed. 
 

In Chapter 11, Paul responded to the criticism of the so-called “super-apostles” who tried to 
undermine his ministry.   
 

2 Corinthians 11:2-28 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of 
Abraham? So am I. 23 Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: in labors more 
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. 24 From the Jews five 
times I received forty stripes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; 
three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 in journeys often, in perils 
of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the 
city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 in weariness and 
toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness—28 besides 
the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches 
 

2. Should we fully trust our thoughts and emotions?  
3. Do we take the small things to God in prayer? 
4. If God already knows everything we need, why is it necessary to tell him in prayer?  
5. Does this passage teach in prayer that God will deliver me from my circumstances?  
 
Not all the Bible was written to us, but all the Bible was written for us. We must be aware of the 
difference.  2 Timothy 3:16-17  
 
Philippians 1:21 For me to live is Christ and to die is gain!  


