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Hebrews 10:31-35 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. But recall the former 
days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings: 33 partly 
while you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while you became 
companions of those who were so treated; 34 for you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully 
accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring possession 
for yourselves in heaven. 35 Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward.  
 

Their KNOWLEDGE of JESUS gave them the freedom to surrender the loss of material possessions 
and personal safety.  
 

Biblical faith is in the historical Jesus who lived on this broken planet for 33 years. Our confidence 
is built on sound and reasonable evidence for the credibility of Scripture. Our foundation rests in 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ! Jesus either rose from the dead, or He didn’t, and every person is 
affected by this one single event.  
 

Hebrews 10:36-39 For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you 
may receive the promise: 37“For yet a little while, And He who is coming will come and will not tarry. 
38Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him. 39 But we 
are not of those who draw back to perdition, (destruction) but of those who believe to the saving of 
the soul.  

A sermon was never intended by God to end when the pastor dismissed the congregation.  

11:1-3, 6 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it the 
elders obtained a good testimony. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word 
of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible. 6 But without 
faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 
 

 Bible faith does not precede evidence. 
 Bible faith does not produce evidence.  
 Bible faith is a response to the evidence.   

 
1. It’s easier to live by sight, then it is to live by faith.  
2. We don’t have all the answers to life, but we have reasonable answers and the best answers 

to life’s most difficult issues. 
 
Faith is to place my trust in God regardless of feelings, consequences, or circumstances.  
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Hebrews 6:4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he 
obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still 
speaks. 

The author of Hebrews was aware of two possible errors or wrong conclusions when reading 
chapter 11.  

Error #1 – If I have faith, I am promised to survive famine and floods. When faced with a lion, I 
will be victorious. When challenged by a giant, my faith will defeat him.  

Their faith demonstrated their willingness to be thrown in a lion’s den or a fiery furnace or to 
stand before a warrior giant. They did not know the outcome, and many who did this type of risk-
taking faith suffered greatly for it.  

Hebrews 11:35-38 Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better 
resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and 
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. 
They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented—38 of whom 
the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 

Error #2 Keeping our eyes on people and not on Christ.  

People are people nothing more; Christ is Christ and nothing less. Another reason to embrace the 
claims that Scripture is God-inspired is that key figures and leaders have their weaknesses and 
sins exposed.  
 

1. Abraham (weak example of a husband protecting his wife)  
2. Sarah (horrible example of a step-mom)  
3. Noah  (after the building program of the Ark became disgracefully drunk)  
4. Jacob  (lied and deliberately deceived his dad who was on his death bed)  
5. Rahab  (if listed the men she had been with Hebrews would have volume 2-3)  
6. Samsom  (shirt chaser, the strongest man who had a severe sexual weakness)  
7. David  (adultery and murder, not a good role model as a dad)  
8. Moses  (anger issues)  
 
God does not judge his children in snapshots but in the overall walk of faith!  

1 Peter 1:3-9 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant 
mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven 
for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by 
various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, 
though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 
8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with 
joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.  

 
 


