
 
 
Is My Salvation Real & Secure? 
9.15.19 | Hebrews 5:12-6:12 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

“Hebrews 6 contains some of the most difficult, disputed, and controversial verses in all of 
Scripture.” Chuck Swindoll 
 

1. Hebrews 6:4 teaches that a believer can lose their salvation.  
2. Hebrews 6:4 teaches that these people were not genuine believers.  
3. Hebrews 6:4 is using a hypothetical illustration to prove enteral security.  
4. Hebrews 6:4 teaches that a true believer can lose his rewards but not salvation (re:1Cor. 3).  

Hebrews 5:12-14 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you 
again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 
13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 
14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their 
senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

Hebrews 6:1-3 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to 
perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 
2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal 
judgment. 3 And this we will do if God permits.  

This is not a cute clique when he writes, “this we will do if God permits,” we must have God’s grace 
in order to have the desire and the ability to become spiritually mature. All effort to grow in faith 
is in vain without God’s grace. re: Philippians 2:12-13 

1. Theme of Conversion (repentance and faith) – While different sides of the same coin, Scripture 
presents them as inseparable. Genuine repentance towards God is to place one’s faith in God, true 
faith in God is to repent.  

2. Theme of Church Practices (doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands) - This could be Christian 
baptism, or Jewish custom of washings, or teachings on the difference between “water and spirit 
baptism.” Laying on of hands is how church leaders show their approval/recommendation of 
others. We perform this act when sending out missionaries and ordaining pastors.  

3. Theme of Prophecy (resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment) - The resurrection is the 
foundational hope of Christians. The future judgment gives strong motivation to be prepared since 
all will give an account of their life to GOD. *The writer is instructing that if we cannot get past these 
teachings, how will we move forward to other spiritual disciplines?  (Chuck Swindoll)  

Hebrews 6:4-6 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the 
heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God 
and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they 
crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.   
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The keyword is impossible, for the “those” who “fall away” to repent because it would require a re-
crucifying of Jesus.  

Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 
23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 

If the “those” in Hebrews 6:4 are “true believers” than there are three options to consider. 

Option 1 | The true believer “falls away.” The passage does not read they “fall,” but “fall away,” 
and almost everyone agrees this is apostasy. It is not that one became entangled in sin, but they 
renounced Christ, which marks them as an apostate. They changed their mind about who Christ is; 
therefore this person lost their salvation, and it is impossible to be resaved.  
Option 2 | They were true believers, and this is a hypothetical argument. The writer was 
illustrating that a true believer would never apostatize. A question may be why someone would 
think that Hebrews 6:4 is hypothetical? Two reasons are given. (1) Because Paul wrote this way in 
1 Corinthians 15 about the resurrection of Christ! Paul argued, “if” Jesus did not rise, then we are 
dead in our sins, our faith is worthless, and we have no hope of Heaven.  (2) The writer was letting 
us know its hypothetical language in v9, “though we speak in this manner.” The hypothetical 
argument was to express that “if” God cannot keep His kids from “fallen away,” there is nothing 
else God can do to save us, we are all damned forever.  
Option 3 | “Those” in v4 are true believers. The passage has nothing to do with losing salvation 
but losing rewards. The writer, like Paul in 1 Corinthians 3, explains that some Christians make it 
to Heaven but will arrive with no good deeds to show to Christ. Saved so as by fire, but a wasted 
life of service for Christ. This view ties the last part of Hebrews 6:8 with 1 Corinthians 3.  

Hebrews 6:7-8 For the earth (person) which drinks in the rain (God’s blessings) that often comes 
upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; 8 but if it 
bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned.  
1 Corinthians 3:11-15 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 
13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; 
and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. 14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it 
endures, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will 
be saved, yet so as through fire. 

The earth/rain illustration of Hebrews 6:7-8 supports the “almost but not a true Christian” view. 
The one who bears good fruit is a true believer, and the one who bears thorns and briers is 
rejected as a nonbeliever. Wherever you land on this passage, the author of Hebrews would 
say clearly and boldly that a genuine Christian is to live in confidence and assurance that 
they are secure in Christ.  
 

Hebrews 6:9-12 But, beloved, we are confident of better things concerning you, yes, things that 
accompany salvation, though we speak in this manner. 10For God is not unjust to forget your work 
and labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, 
and do minister. 11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance 
of hope until the end, 12 that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises.  


