
A Study of 1 Peter: A Call to Hope and Holiness  
Count the Cost | 1 Peter 4:12-19 | 6.02.19 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

James 1:22-26 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone 
is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he 
observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks 
into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, 
this one will be blessed in what he does.   

COUNT THE COST.  PAY THE PRICE.  REAP THE REWARD.  

God has something to say to us about “how we do life on this side of Heaven.” God will have 
something to say to us about “how we did life on this side of Heaven.”  

 It’s much easier to live by sight than it is to live by faith.  
 It’s much easier to be selfish than it is to be selfless.  
 It’s more fun to be popular than it is disliked.  
 It’s much easier to be quiet than share our beliefs when they counter our friends.  
 It’s much easier to trust in human reasoning versus Divine Revelation.  

Proverbs 3:5-7 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6In 
all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. 7Do not be wise in your own eyes; 
Fear the LORD and depart from evil. 
 

True repentance is sorrow for one’s sin because of the wrong done to God and the dishonor 
inflicted upon Him. This sorrow is accompanied by a desire and effort to abandon that sin. There is 
regret for sin even if we have not suffered any unfortunate consequences as a result of it.   

Proverbs 28:13 He who covers his sins will not prosper, But whoever confesses and forsakes them 
will have mercy. 
 

1 John 1:8-2:1 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 
My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous 

Divine Revelation – what God has to say | Human Reasoning – what man has to say  
 

We were meant to be doubtful about our opinions and firm on truth. In our day we question 
anything that claims to be absolute truth and stand strong on our personal viewpoints.  
 

Many people want Jesus to be a part of their life, but they don’t want Him to interfere with their 
life . 

 
 
 



Here’s the insanity of our culture… 
1. We know that life is uncertain and that death is no respecter of persons or age. 
2. There’s at least the possibility that we have a soul and that there’s life after death.  
3. Historically, a man named Jesus lived on this planet and was crucified.  
4. Jesus made radical claims that are either true or false.  
5. His truth claims have eternal benefits or consequences.  

The unsaved think we are strange if we make any attempt to have them think about the reality of 
death, and the possibility of God and judgment.  

1 Peter 4:12-13 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s 
sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. 14 If you are 
reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 
On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified.  

(1) Don’t be surprised when you suffer.  (2) Rejoice when you suffer on behalf of Christ.  

Every believer has inside help to enable them to trust God in every circumstance. (1) The 
Holy Spirit indwells us and gives us godly desires to counter self-serving desires. (2) We have 
Scripture to instruct, reprove, and encourage us. (3) We have Jesus Christ as our High priest and 
advocate. (4) We have God as our perfect, loving, and caring Father.  

Sin is not our friend, sin dishonors God. If this is the only thing we knew about sin, it should be 
enough for us to want to see it as our enemy.  

1 Peter 4:15-17 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in 
other people’s matters. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him 
glorify God in this matter.  For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it 
begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?  

 Don’t be ashamed to stand up for the truth claims made by Jesus Christ. He has something 
to say about how we do life.  

 Be gracious but let it be known that you identify with Jesus Christ.  

One day, all suffering for the believer will be over and never to be experienced throughout 
eternity.  

1 Peter 4:18-19 Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and the sinner 
appear?” 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in 
doing good, as to a faithful Creator.  

Luke 9:23-26 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for My sake will save it. 25 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is 
himself destroyed or lost? 26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will 
be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels. 

John 12:26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If 
anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor. 


