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1 Peter 2:20-25 For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? 
But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. 21 For to 
this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow 
His steps: 22 “Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth” 23 who, when He was reviled, 
did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who 
judges righteously; 24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to 
sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.  

 Injustice occurs in various and numerous forms on this side of Heaven.  
 God is aware of every injustice that occurs within our lives. 
 God’s timing and response to injustice is perfect.  
 God allowed His Son to experience the greatest degree of injustice.  
 Jesus’ example of suffering was for historical information and personal application. We are 

to follow his example.  
 The example of Jesus is displayed in two ways: 

 He suffered without sinning; not one sinful word came from his mouth.  
 He trusted God the Father to judge the injustice.  

It’s difficult within American Christianity to perceive that following Christ involves suffering. 

1 Peter 3:8-9 Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, 
be tenderhearted, be courteous; 9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the 
contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.  

 

Salvation in Christ is a one time and an immediate event; we are birthed into the family of God, 
maturing in Christ is a life long, slow and humble process.  
 

1. Be of the same mind (like-minded)  (Greek – homophron = harmonious)  Re: Romans 12:1-2  
 

Christ redeemed us for much more than giving us a home in Heaven. Our primary purpose in life is 
to display the glory of God to a fallen world. Christians are the visible representatives of the 
invisible God. The Bible term is we are ambassadors.   Re: 2 Corinthians 5:20  
 

By asking ourselves the question, “Is God glorified in what I’m doing?” We are embracing what 
Peter wrote when he called the scattered saints to be like -minded.  
 

2. Having compassion for one another (Greek, sympathies = sympathy)  
3. Love like God would have you love (Who defines Love for you?)  
4. Tenderhearted 
5. Courteous  (humble)  
 
These first five virtues address how we think and feel towards others…. the last four deal with what 
we say and do regarding others.  
 

6. Not returning evil for evil (Having a forgiving heart)  



7. A controlled tongue  (Proverbs 13:4 speaks of placing a guard over my mouth.)  
 

I am a master of the words I keep, and a servant to the words I speak.  

8.  A life of doing good and pursuing peace  

1 Peter 3:10-11  For “He who would love life And see good days, Let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
And his lips from speaking deceit. 11Let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and 
pursue it. 12For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their prayers; But 
the face of the LORD is against those who do evil.” Re: Psalm 34:14-16  

1 Peter 3:12 For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their prayers; 
But the face of the LORD is against those who do evil.” Re Psalm 139  
 

It matters to God how we treat others, and God matters to us!  
 

1 Peter 3:13-17 And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? 14 But 
even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of their 
threats, nor be troubled.” 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a 
defense (Greek - apologia) to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with 
meekness and fear; 16 having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who 
revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 17 For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer 
for doing good than for doing evil. 
 

We are to treasure Christ in our hearts for the purpose of providing answers to those who want to 
know why we would desire to love and serve a God that allows suffering and injustice in our life.  
 

The word “defense” is the Greek apologia = to answer. It’s where we get our word apologetics.  
 

Peter knew that suffering and injustice gave the believers a platform that created questions within 
the minds of the unsaved as to what makes Jesus worth suffering for.   
 

1 Peter 3:18  For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit 
 

We should not confuse delayed judgment with denied judgment.  
 

1 Peter 3:19-22   by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, 20 who formerly were 
disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being 
prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 21 There is also an antitype 
which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good 
conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is 
at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.  
 
 

1. In a life of suffering and injustice, remind one another what Jesus did on our behalf! 
2. It is enough for us to know that God is fully aware of all of our suffering and injustice. 


