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The First Easter  
Luke 24  4.21.19  
 
It’s impossible to exaggerate the importance of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Everything about Biblical Christianity rests or falls upon this one historical event.  
 

The Christian life is not mystical but it is supernatural. It’s founded upon a 
supernatural resurrection, supernaturally inspired Scripture and the supernatural 
ministry of the Holy Spirit who shows us our need of salvation and provides for us 
insight into God’s Word.  
 

This does not mean that those outside of Christ are incapable of comprehending the 
historical information and a surface understanding of Scripture. But it does mean 
that only the Holy Spirit can take Scripture and grant us the necessary insight to see 
our need of salvation.  The following passages support this Biblical principle.  

1 Corinthians 2:11-14 Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of 
God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 13 These 
things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy 
Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the natural man 
(the man without Christ as his Savior, the one who has not been born again) does not 
receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.  
 

John 16:12-14  “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; 
for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and 
He will tell you things to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine 
and declare it to you. 
 

Ephesians 1:15-21… the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you 
may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us 
who believe, according to the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in 
Christ when He raised Him from the dead… 
 

Example: The Pharisees were religious leaders of high academic standards and Jesus 
told them “destroy this temple and I will rebuild it three days” they scorned him for 
being so foolish because they knew it took over 40 years to rebuild the current 
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Temple. With all of their intellect they could not perceive that Jesus was speaking of 
his body, not a physical building.   
  

The Psalmist understood that something had to happen supernaturally in order to 
perceive that God’s commandments are profitable. Most people see them as 
restrictive, counter productive to happiness, boring, unhelpful and certainly 
outdated.  
 

Psalm 119:18 Open my eyes, that I may see Wondrous things from Your law. 
 

The issue wasn’t physical blindness; this is speaking of spiritual insight. The Holy 
Spirit helps us see what we would never see with us our physical eyes. He grant us 
insight, perception, understanding to the Scripture.  
 

This Easter morning we have a wonderful privilege of looking into the historical 
account of the very first Easter. Luke was one of the four writers of the life of Christ 
we call the gospels. He was a medical doctor, a historian, and a personal friend of 
Paul traveling with him on some of his missionary endeavors. Luke authored the 
Book of Acts, the history of the early church and the Book of Luke. We are going to 
unpack Luke 24. It may surprise you to discover that the first Easter is not what 
many people think it was.  
 

In this closing chapter of Luke’s gospel account we have three events around the 
first Easter.  
 

1. Early Morning with the women at the empty tomb 
2. Afternoon with two men on the Emmaus Road  
3. Evening with the disciples and others in Jerusalem   

 

Let’s set some context of what has happened in the past week within Jerusalem.  
It’s Passover week, which means the city, is overfilled with Jews who came to 
observe this festival highlighting God’s deliverance from the Egyptians under the 
leadership of Moses.   
 

 The religious leaders concern over this young radical Rabbi named Jesus 
placed them on red alert. From their perspective Jesus was out of control 
leaving them one option, have him killed and the only way to limit a riot is to 
have Rome execute Jesus through crucifixion.  

  The disciples and many other Jews are eagerly awaiting Jesus to overthrow 
Rome and deliver them from bondage and set up his kingdom.  

 To their surprise Jesus arrives into Jerusalem riding on a small donkey.  
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 Jesus celebrated the Passover with his twelve disciples as he had done the 
past few years but this time he added something new, we call it the Lord’s 
Supper or Communion. The bread and wine represented the body and blood 
Jesus was to give for our salvation.  

 Jesus took this week to mention his death and resurrection again. The 
disciples’ agenda was for Jesus to set up His kingdom so any talk of dying was 
nonsense to them to the point that Peter got into Jesus’ face and said – stop 
talking like this, you will not die!  

 After Communion and some teaching time Judas is dismissed to complete his 
deception and the remaining 11 disciples go with Jesus to the Garden of 
Gethsemane. Through intense prayer that caused blood to come through the 
pours of Jesus’s skin he is arrested and abandoned. Throughout the night he is 
abused and then handed over to the Romans for crucifixion.  

 From a safe distance due to fear the disciples learn that Jesus was dead. Only 
John stood near the cross.  

 No one can imagine the deep despair this created for the disciples.  
 It was not supposed to happen this way and they knew God would step in and 

rescue Jesus from the cross.  Instead of setting on a throne ruling, his body is 
hanging on a cross; lifeless.  

 They were in a form of shock, their understanding of what Jesus was to do did 
not happen and their mind and hearts were unable to come to terms with 
reality. A deep fog hindered them from comprehending this was God’s plan all 
along. Jesus told them it would happen this way but they wanted it so badly 
not to be true that they did not accept it when it happened. 

 

It’s interesting that the enemies of Christ picked up on his teaching about his death 
and resurrection. Like it or not the reality is this… At times critics and skeptics can 
have more perception than believers but their motive for learning is to discredit 
Biblical truth not pursue it.  
 

Matthew 27:62 On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief 
priests and Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, 63 saying, “Sir, we remember, while 
He was still alive, how that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64 Therefore 
command that the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come by 
night and steal Him away, and say to the people, ‘He has risen from the dead.’ So the 
last deception will be worse than the first.” 
 

Why did the followers of Christ struggle with embracing the death and resurrection?  
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The disciples witnessed many miraculous events from the hands of Jesus; they even 
saw Jesus raise people from the dead. What can we learn form this? ** Let’s not lose 
sight of how easy it is to love Jesus and still want your way so deeply that it blinds 
you. For the disciples it was a great thing they desired, Jesus would rule over the 
entire world! But there was deeper issue within their hearts; they also knew it 
meant positions of power, popularity and prestige beyond comparison.  These hopes 
came crashing down when Jesus bowed his head in death!  
 

They just knew God the Father would break in for a last minute rescue of His Son! 
But God did not work the way they thought he would and this only added to their 
despair.  All of this and much more set the scene for a Sunday morning visit to the 
tomb of Jesus.  
 
The women arrived early bringing with them spices to add to the burial ritual.  Jesus 
told them in 3 days he will rise from the dead. Save your tears and your money 
ladies, Jesus is risen. Two things immediately caught their attention; the huge stone 
was rolled away and the Roman guards were gone.  Luke communicated the 
following… 
 
Luke 24:2-7 But they found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 Then they went in 
and did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 And it happened, as they were greatly 
perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by them in shining garments. 5 Then, 
as they were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth, they said to them, “Why do you 
seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke 
to you when He was still in Galilee, 7 saying, ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into 
the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.’ ”  
 

This news was soon shared with the disciples but their response was negative.  
 

Luke 24:11-12 And their words seemed to them like idle tales, (delirious) and they did 
not believe them. 12 But Peter arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw 
the linen cloths lying by themselves; and he departed, marveling to himself at what had 
happened.  Peter – Jesus told you he was going to rise again!  
 

Luke fast-forwards us to the afternoon where two men are walking to Emmaus 
about 7 miles away. Jesus shows up and asks them – what are they so sad about? – 
Their response… are you clueless about what occurred in Jerusalem regarding the 
death of Jesus.  
 

Luke 24:21 But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. 
Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since these things happened.  
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If you would be Messiah gets himself crucified than you are left with a few options.  
1. Walk away and hide out somewhere and keep your mouth shut.  
2. Look for a new Messiah 

 

They were about to discover another option!  
 

Luke 24:25-27 Then He said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all 
that the prophets have spoken! 26 Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things 
and to enter into His glory?” 27 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He 
expounded to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 
 

They still didn’t get it and when they arrive at the village they invited Jesus for 
dinner and at that time something supernatural occurred.  
 

Luke 24:30-32 Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took 
bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and 
they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight. 32 And they said to one another, 
“Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He 
opened the Scriptures to us?” 
 

Excitement caused them to throw caution to the wind and they headed back to 
Jerusalem during the evening hours and found the disciples and others hiding in 
fear and told them that they just had dinner with Jesus while they were speaking 
Jesus shows up and invites himself to a second dinner.  
 
Luke 24:36-48 Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, 
and said to them, “Peace to you.” 37 But they were terrified and frightened, and 
supposed they had seen a spirit. 38 And He said to them, “Why are you troubled? And 
why do doubts arise in your hearts? 
 
Their immediate response was they concluded a ghost was before them! Jesus will 
erase any and all doubt as to whether or not this was a physical resurrection.  
 
 39 Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does 
not have flesh and bones as you see I have.” 40 When He had said this, He showed them 
His hands and His feet. 41 But while they still did not believe for joy, and marveled, 
He said to them, “Have you any food here?” 42 So they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish 
and some honeycomb. 43 And He took it and ate in their presence. Then He said to them, 
“These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things 
must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and 
the Psalms concerning Me.” 45 And He opened their understanding, that they 
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might comprehend the Scriptures. 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, 
and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the 
third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 And you are witnesses of these 
things. 
 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is a message that is relevant for every person on this 
planet.  
 

Followers of Christ are witnesses,  – not a jury, not a prosecuting attorney, not a 
judge, they are simply witnesses of an historical event that places every human 
being at the cross roads to embrace the resurrected Christ or reject Him.  
 

EASTER is a huge opportunity for everyone to seek God’s help to evaluate where we 
stand in relationship to Jesus Christ! For most of us the issue is not the fact of the 
resurrection but the importance of it in our lives. Whatever view one takes of Easter, 
it has to be acknowledged as a claim that challenges every other religion and 
worldview. The claim is bold and Jesus Christ Himself makes it, His claim is that He 
alone is the way to the Father. His resurrection supports His right to make such a 
claim, rising from the dead is an impressive credentials.   
 
May we seek God’s help is granting us a desire to know, love and serve Jesus Christ!  
 
 
 
 


