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Mark 14:32-36 Then they came to a place which was named Gethsemane; and He said to His 
disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 And He took Peter, James, and John with Him, and He began to be 
troubled and deeply distressed. 34 Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to 
death. Stay here and watch.” 35 He went a little farther, and fell on the ground, and prayed that if it 
were possible, the hour might pass from Him. 36 And He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for 
You. Take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will.” 
 
Verse 35 literally reads…” Jesus, falling to the ground praying, falling to the ground praying.” 
 

“What was the cup? Is it physical suffering from which he shrinks, the torture of the scourge and 
the cross, together perhaps with the mental anguish of betrayal, denial and desertion by his 
friends, and the mockery of his enemies? Nothing could ever make me believe that the cup Jesus 
dreaded was any of these or all of them together. His moral courage throughout his public 
ministry has been indomitable. To me it is ludicrous to suppose that he was now afraid of pain, 
insult and death. Jesus had told his followers that when insulted, persecuted or slandered, they 
should ‘rejoice and be glad.’ His apostles, leaving the Sanhedrin with backs bleeding from a 
merciless flogging rejoiced that they were counted worthy of suffering for Christ. Jesus told his 
followers that they should be willing to be martyred for his name’s sake. Would Jesus not practice 
what he preached? The cup was the agony of bearing the sins of the world – enduring the divine 
judgment that our sins deserved.”  John Stott (1921-2011) 
 

2 Corinthians 5:18-21 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of 
reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: 
we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin 
for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
 

Luke 22:44 And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops 
of blood falling down to the ground. 
 

Hebrews 12:3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you 
become weary and discouraged in your souls. 
 

In the Garden of Gethsemane… 
 1. Jesus took his close friends with him.  
 2. Jesus opened his soul to them.  
 3. Jesus asked for their help.  
 4. Jesus prayed to the Father.  
 5. Jesus rested his life and soul into the Father’s plan.  
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It is a sacred mystery (Deuteronomy 29:29).  We will never be able to completely comprehend, 
on this side of Heaven, the truth and tension that divine sovereignty never overrides human 
freedom and moral responsibility.  
 

Mark 14:51-56 Now a certain young man followed Him, having a linen cloth thrown around his 
naked body. And the young men laid hold of him, 52 and he left the linen cloth and fled from them 
naked. And they led Jesus away to the high priest; and with him were assembled all the chief priests, 
the elders, and the scribes. 54 But Peter followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the 
high priest. And he sat with the servants and warmed himself at the fire. 55 Now the chief priests and 
all the council sought testimony against Jesus to put Him to death, but found none. 56 For many bore 
false witness against Him, but their testimonies did not agree. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The SIX TRIALS of Jesus  
 

Religious Trials     Civil Trials 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Before Annas               John 18:12-14   Before Pilate   John 18:28-38  
Before Caiaphas                Mark 14:53   Before Herod               Luke 23:6-12  
Before the Sanhedrin      Mark 14:55-56   Before Pilate   John 18:39-19:6  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Mark 14:65 Then some began to spit on Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to say to 
Him, “Prophesy!” And the officers struck Him with the palms of their hands. 
 

Mark 14:71-72 Then he began to curse and swear, “I do not know this Man of whom you speak!” 72 A 
second time the rooster crowed. Then Peter called to mind the word that Jesus had said to him, 
“Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” And when he thought about it, he 
wept. 
 

Luke 22:61 And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, 
how He had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” 62 So Peter went out 
and wept bitterly.  
 

“Ah, Peter! Thou hast denied the best, the most loving, the most tender, the most generous, the 
most compassionate, the most self-denying, the most pure, the most heavenly of leaders. If there 
had been some fault in Him, if He had played thee false, if He had been unkind to thee, if He had 
promised thee a wage, and had not paid thee, or if He had lied unto thee, and thou hadst found 
Him out, or if thou hadst seen some infirmity or imperfection about Him when thou didst watch 
Him in His privacy, thou mightest be excused. But to deny such a Master – mayest thou weep, and 
cover thy face for very shame.”  C.H. Spurgeon        
 

Peter’s guilt and shame was huge. It was bigger than he could ever recover from if it were not for 
the grace and mercy of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ grace and mercy was bigger than all of his guilt and 
shame.  As followers of Jesus Christ, that same grace and mercy is bigger than our guilt and shame.  
1 John 1:9-2:1 
 

Hebrews 12:3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you 
become weary and discouraged in your souls.  
 


