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GOD IS LOVE AND THAT’S GREAT NEWS!  |  GOD IS HOLY AND THAT’S GREAT NEWS!  
 

Titus 1:1-3 Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God’s 
elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness, 2 in hope of eternal life 
which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began, 3 but has in due time manifested His word 
through preaching, which was committed to me according to the commandment of God our Savior .  
 

God’s love is primarily exhibited through mercy.  
God’s holiness is primarily exhibited through justice. 
 

Romans 3:23-26  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His 
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His 
blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed 
over the sins that were previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, 
that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

How much of me does God rightfully own?  How much of me do I give back to God?  
1 Corinthians 6:19-20  Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 
you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; 
therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

Money and marriage wasn’t the real issue behind the questions of Mark 12:13-27. Very few 
people are willing to set aside their personal preferences and traditions by allowing a careful 
study of Scripture to transform their beliefs.  

Mark 12:28-31 Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, perceiving 
that He had answered them well, asked Him, “Which is the first commandment of all?” 29 Jesus 
answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is 
one. 30 And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
 

What does it look like to love God and people with all your heart? 
1. It doesn’t mean that I serve God perfectly, but it does mean I serve him sincerely.  
2. My relationship with God is very important, priority #1. 
3. I take my disobedience and sin seriously and accept 100% responsibility.  
4. I am more focused on my sins than I am on the sins of others.  
5. I spend time with God; I do things that help me know God in a better way.   
6. I love what God loves, one of which is His church.  
7. I treasure Christ as my greatest prize. 
8. I extend forbearance and forgiveness to others.   
9. I seek ways to serve others through the Lord’s church and the community. 
10. I want the very best for others, which is always their relationship with Christ.  
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If I am serious about loving God with all my heart, mind and soul then… 

1. It will expose my pride.  
2. It will attack my traditions.  
3. It will counter my consumerism.  
4. It will expand my comfort zones.  
5. It will dismantle my personal agendas. 

 

As much as we need to convert the lost to Christ, more and more we are in need of converting 
Christians to Biblical Christianity. 

Mark 12:35-37 Then Jesus answered and said, while He taught in the temple, “How is it that the 
scribes say that the Christ is the Son of David? 36 For David himself said by the Holy Spirit: ‘The LORD 
said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’ 37 Therefore David 
himself calls Him ‘Lord’; how is He then his Son?” And the common people heard Him gladly. 

“I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to 
give more can we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries and 
entertainment is up to the standard among those of the same of the same income as our own, we 
are probably giving away too little. If our charities do not pinch or hamper us, I should say they are 
too small. There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot because our giving excludes 
them.”  C.S. Lewis  
 

“Father, I want to know Thee, but my cowardly heart fears to give up its toys. I cannot part with 
them without inward bleeding, and I do not try to hide from Thee the terror of the parting. I come 
trembling, but I do come. Please root from my heart all those things which I have cherished so long 
and which have become a very part of my living self, so that Thou mayest enter and dwell there 
without a rival. Then shall my heart have no need of the sun to shine in it, for Thyself will be the 
light if it, and there shall no night dwell.”  A.W. Tozer  
 

 
The following quotes are from Joseph Stowell.  
 

 “We have become quite happy to call ourselves Christians with little or no thought of 
following Christ. As a result, we are paying dearly through a loss of fulfillment, personal 
satisfaction, and our impact on the world.”  

 “Apart from our activities on Sunday and our conformity to external codes of ‘dos and 
don’ts’, the world doesn’t notice much difference between us and people who don’t claim to 
be Christians. All they see in Christianity is the lost of a day of leisure on the weekend and 
the denial of common pleasures.” 

 “If Christianity is dull and boring, if it’s a burden and not a blessing, then most likely we 
are involved in a project, not a Person, a system, not a Savior, rules rather than a 
relationship.” 

 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

My Spiritual Assignment: Review and Prepare  
Prayerfully read Mark 12 this week and review the study guide. Read Mark 13 for 1.6.19. 


