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1. Jesus is questioned about divorce.       Mark 10:1-12  
2. Jesus blessed the children.        Mark 10:13-16  
3. The rich, religious and spiritually lost       Mark 10:17-27  
4. Rewards guaranteed for following Jesus      Mark 10:28-31  
5. Jesus foretells his death, and the disciples jockey for position and titles.  Mark 10:32-45 
6. Blind Bartimaeus is healed.        Mark 10:46-52  
 

Genesis 3 | The Fall of Man affected the marriage relationship of every generation to come. As a 
result of sin, the husbands’ humble and loving headship is seriously tainted with temptations of 
aggressive and selfish desires, misplaced priorities, idols of the heart, and lazy indifference to 
spiritual responsibilities. The wives’ God-honoring and willing submission is stained with strong 
desires to manipulate, to complain, compare, and justify insubordination. God’s grace comes to 
the rescue, for the gospel redeems and restores. 

Four Common Views of Divorce and Remarriage: (1) Divorce is never permissible under any 
circumstances, though there will be divorce among Christians because one or both of those 
involved disregard biblical principles. (2) Both divorce and remarriage are permissible for various 
and numerous reasons. (3) Divorce is permitted under certain circumstances, but remarriage is 
never permitted. (4) Both divorce and remarriage are permitted under certain circumstances. 

Who designed marriage? ___________________   Genesis 2:24-25                                                                                      

 Severance - shall leave his father and mother         
 Permanence - shall cleave to his wife                      
 Unity - they shall be one flesh  (1 + 1 = 1)                                        
 Intimacy - they were naked and not ashamed   re: Hebrews 13:4 

What is the primary purpose of marriage? _________________________________________________________ 

Ephesians 5:31-32 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ 
and the church.  

 God’s purpose for marriage is more than guilt free sex. It is a team of one that encourages 
one another and others to know, love, and serve Jesus Christ.  

 Followers of Christ must have a firm grasp on and consistent practice of what “Biblical 
repentance and forgiveness is.”  

Our spiritual enemy fiercely attacks Christian marriages to distort the picture of Christ and His 
church.  Jesus’ love for his church is unconditional, unending, and unbreakable.  



Matthew 19:3, 8-10 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for 
a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” 8 He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of 
your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say to 
you, whoever divorces his wife, except for *sexual immorality, and marries another, commits 
*adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.” 10 His disciples said to Him, 
“If such is the case of the man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” 
 

 Greek: porneia = fornication, our English pornography comes from this  
 Greek: moichao = adultery  

 
God’s commands to protect servants as it relates to marriage - Exodus 21:7-11  
God’s commands for His priests as it relates to marriage - Leviticus 21:7  
Commands for the daughter of a priest - Leviticus 22:13  
God’s commands for widows and divorcee’s regarding - Numbers 30:9-11  
God’s commands on sexual purity (rape and adultery) - Deuteronomy 22:1-30 
God’s concession regarding divorce - Deuteronomy 24:1-5 
God’s analogy of His divorce of Israel - Isaiah 50:1, Jeremiah 3:1, 8 
God hates divorce - Malachi 2:13-16  

Malachi 2:13-16 And this is the second thing you do: You cover the altar of the LORD with tears, With 
weeping and crying; So He does not regard the offering anymore, Nor receive it with goodwill from 
your hands. 14Yet you say, “For what reason?” Because the LORD has been witness Between you and 
the wife of your youth, With whom you have dealt treacherously; Yet she is your companion And your 
wife by covenant. 1 But did He not make them one, Having a remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He 
seeks godly offspring. “Therefore take heed to your spirit, And let none deal treacherously with the 
wife of his youth. 16“For the LORD God of Israel says That He hates divorce, 

God’s original plan is for the marriage covenant to be life long and to demonstrate the love Jesus 
has for His church. Yet, the allowance or concession for divorce is given due to the hardness of the 
heart and to protect the spouse who is being divorced.  

 Compassion should be provided to everyone who has been through a divorce regardless of 
the reason. Divorce is a very serious sin; it is not an unpardonable sin.  

One or a combination of the following three ways shapes our opinions. (1) We base on opinions on 
what we have been taught. We respect what our pastors believe and usually adopt their views as 
our own. (2) Gifted speakers and authors have addressed the topic and their arguments appear 
reasonable and sound. (3) We form our views on what we have experienced. The pain of our 
circumstances can shape our thinking and we can speak with firsthand knowledge. Rarely do I 
see people base their conclusions on serious, in-depth, careful examination of the sacred 
Scripture.  (Adapted from Chuck Swindoll) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please see church policies in our GBC Handbook and Church Discipline Handbook. These 
booklets are available at gbcmason.org/media/resources.  

Everyone sees and understands the value of church discipline until it’s directed towards them.  


