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Two Alarming Passages on Forgiveness:  

Matthew 6:9- 14 Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be 
done On earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, As we 
forgive our debtors. 13And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  14 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 
 

Was Jesus teaching that we earn salvation by extending forgiveness? NO! That would clearly 
contradict that salvation is in grace alone by placing our faith in Christ alone.  Eph. 2:8-10  
Personal fellowship with God is in view in these verses (not salvation from sin). One cannot 
walk in fellowship with God if he refuses to forgive others. 1 John 1:3-10  
Our relationship with God should be priority number one in our lives!  
 

 Matthew 18:34-35 And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay 
all that was due to him. 35 “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, 
does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”   (Hebrews 12:5-10)  
 

As a means of divine discipline God will raise up enemies against us. Why is there such a strong 
judgment against his kids? Because forgiveness is what Christ is all about. Because it cost God 
dearly to forgive us, the payment due was the cruel death of his son. We counter everything 
Biblical Christianity is when we refuse to forgive others. This is no small offense and comes with a 
heavy price tag for us who do not extend forgiveness.  (Matthew 18:21-33)  
 

Let’s not talk about forgiveness as if it were something easy to do.  
 

Ephesians 4:32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving  one another, even as God in 
Christ forgave you.  
 

There are at least two huge obstacles when it comes to Biblical forgiveness.  
1. Our inability to desire and extend forgiveness to those who sin against us.  
 

Hebrews 4:14-16 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us 
therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need. 
 

2. Culture’s marriage to the Church has distorted what Biblical forgiveness is and is not.   



The Fourfold Burden of Being Sinned Against: 
1. The initial heartache, pain, suffering, embarrassment, anger, etc. 
2.  Extending forgiveness when my thoughts and emotions tell me otherwise  
 

We live as though our thoughts and emotions are trustworthy.   
Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it? 
 

3. Fighting to keep our focus on honoring Christ instead of reliving the offense(s)  
4. Fighting to keep our joy in the Lord and not our circumstances   
 
What Total Forgiveness is NOT…  (See study booklet for a list of What Forgiveness Is.)  
1. Approval of what they did  
2. Excusing what they did  
3. Justifying what they did  
4. Reconciliation (This step requires the participation of all parties involved.)  
5. Denying what they did     
6. Forgetting what they did  
 

God is glorified in the fact that we know exactly what someone did to us but we choose to forgive.  
 

Forgiveness is not the way to salvation; it is the proof, evidence and fruit of salvation.  
 

7. Refusing to take the wrong seriously  
8. Pretending we are not hurt  
 

9. Removal of consequences  
 

Matthew 5:43-44 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate 
you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,  
 

Is it enough for me to know that God is fully aware of how I have been sinned against and the 
struggle it is for me to work through it?    Is God enough?  

Psalm 139:1-4 O LORD, You have searched me and known me. 2You know my sitting down and my 
rising up; You understand my thought afar off. 3You comprehend my path and my lying down, And 
are acquainted with all my ways. 4For there is not a word on my tongue, But behold, O LORD, You 
know it altogether. 17 How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of 
them  18 If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still 
with You 23Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties; 24And see if there is 
any wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting. 
 

Let’s not talk about forgiveness as if it is something easy, but let’s talk about the fact that 
forgiveness honors God and that it brings a freedom and peace to our heart, soul, and mind.  
 
 


