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Metanarrative of Scripture: Creation - The Fall - Redemption - Glorification  
 

“Our first problem is that our attitude towards sin is more self-centered than God-centered. We 
are more concerned about our own ‘victory’ over sin than we are about the fact that our sins 
grieve the heart of God…God wants us to walk in obedience, not victory. Obedience is oriented 
toward God; victory is oriented toward self. This may seem to be merely splitting hairs over 
semantics, but there is a subtle, self-centered attitude at the root of many of our difficulties with 
sin.”  Jerry Bridges  
 
“Many Christians have what we might call a ‘cultural holiness’. They adapt to the character and 
behavior pattern of Christians around them. As the Christian culture around them is more or less 
holy, so these Christians are more or less holy.”  Jerry Bridges  

Psalm 51 Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to the multitude 
of Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions. 2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And 
cleanse me from my sin. 3For I acknowledge my transgressions And my sin is always before me. 
4Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight 
 

Sin means to miss the mark, to fall short of God’s standard.  
Trespass is to ignore God’s signs, to reject or defy His warnings. 
Transgress is to rebel against God’s commands.  
Iniquity is moral uncleanness in word, thought, or actions.   
 
“Before I thought upon my soul’s salvation, I dreamed that my sins were very few. All my sins 
were dead, as I imagined, and buried in the graveyard of forgetfulness. But that trumpet of 
conviction, which aroused my soul to think of eternal things, sounded a resurrection – note to all 
my sins; oh how they rose up in multitudes more countless than the sands of the sea! Now, I saw 
that my very thoughts were enough to damn me, that my words would sink me lower than the 
lowest hell, and as for my acts of sin, they now began to be a stench in my nostrils so that I could 
bear them no more.” C.H. Spurgeon (age 15)  
 

“Possibly much of the flimsy piety of the present day arises from the ease with which men attain to 
peace and joy in these evangelistic days. We would not judge modern coverts, but we certainly 
prefer that form of spiritual exercise which leads the soul by the way of the weeping –cross, and 
makes it see its blackness before assuring it that it is clean. Too many think lightly of sin, and 
therefore think lightly of the Savior. He who has stood before his God, convicted and 
condemned, with the rope about his neck, is the man to weep for joy when he is pardoned, to hate 



the evil which has been forgiven him, and to live in honor of the Redeemer by whose blood he had 
been cleansed.”  C.H. Spurgeon 1832-1894  
 
The Apostle Paul takes Romans 1-3 to build the case that God’s verdict about our sinfulness and 
guilt is very accurate.  
 

Matthew 5:20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Isaiah 64:6 But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags 
 

Luke 7:37-39  And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the 
table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet 
behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of 
her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. 39 Now when the Pharisee 
who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would 
know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” 
 

Luke 7:44-50 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered 
your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped 
them with the hair of her head. 45 You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet 
since the time I came in. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet 
with fragrant oil. 47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. 
But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.” 48 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
49 And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives 
sins?” 50 Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” 
 
Proverbs 28:13 He who covers his sins will not prosper, But whoever confesses and forsakes them 
will have mercy. 
 
1 John 1:5-2:1 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is 
light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we 
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we 
have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. My little children, these things I write 
to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous. 
 

“When a believer grows comfortable with sin this invariably affects the level of intimacy this 
person feels with God. It is not that the Father’s love grows and diminishes for his children in 
accordance to their actions…Sin tends to isolate the believer, making him feel distant from God. 
Then comes the accusations – both from Satan and self.”  John Owen  
 

1 John 3:20-21  For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all 
things.  Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God. 
 


