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The Metanarrative of Scripture: 
 

CREATION              THE FALL                 REDEMPTION                  GLORIFICATION  
 

“It’s easy to be fooled when it comes to faith.”  Chuck Swindoll   (re: 2 Corinthians 4:1-2)  
 

HOLD The LINE  - Don’t say more and don’t say less than the Bible says!  
 

Life is a gift from God…  (1) Be thankful for it.  (2) Be careful with it.  
 

Proverbs 27:1 Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do not know what a day may bring forth.  
 

James 4:13-15 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, 
spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; 14 whereas you do not know what will happen 
tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes 
away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.”  
 

Luke 12:16-20 “ … God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose 
will those things be which you have provided?’ 
 

Romans 8:28-29 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son 
 

1. The Bible doesn’t teach “all things that happen to us are good.”  
2. Our God is able to work “all things for our good.” – A great promise!  
3. God defines good as those he saved becoming more like Jesus. 
4. God is always doing more than one thing in our circumstances. 
5. God does not want us to waste the trials he permits us to experience.  
6. God’s concern for us goes much further than our temporary time on earth.  
 

2 Corinthians 11:24-28 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 25 Thrice was I 
beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the 
deep; 26 In journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, 
in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren; 27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in 
fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh 
upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 
 

Hebrews 11:35-38 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not 
accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: 36 And others had trial of cruel 
mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37 They were stoned, they were 



 2 

sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and 
goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they 
wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
 

Why do people suffer? 
1. God’s will, because he has directly planned or allowed it.   (2 Cor. 12:7-10, 1 Peter 4:19)  
2. A result of living in a sin-cursed, fallen world.             
3. Consequences as a result of our sin.    
4. Consequences as a result of the sins of others.    
 

2 Corinthians 4:8-9 We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in 
despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.  
 

Discouragement is indeed an internal disease. It starts with the germs of self-doubt. Through fear 
and negative exaggerations, the germ begins to grow and multiply. Soon we lose our way, we 
weaken, and we run and hide. As it continues, we become virtually useless and downright 
defeated. We become easy prey for the enemy of our souls to take charge and nullify our efforts. It 
can almost happen overnight.  Chuck Swindoll  
 

“Depression is a temporary emotional state which is characterized by exaggerated feelings of 
sadness. It is a hopelessness that is not consistent with reality. It’s something that deals with 
circumstances in a negative way too long or makes the negative circumstances appear much larger 
than they really are.”  James MacDonald   

Psalm 73:1-3, 15-16, 21-28  Truly God is good to Israel, To such as are pure in heart. 2But as for me, 
my feet had almost stumbled; My steps had nearly slipped. 3For I was envious of the boastful, When I 
saw the prosperity of the wicked. 15 If I had said, “I will speak thus,” Behold, I would have been untrue 
to the generation of Your children. 16When I thought how to understand this, It was too painful for 
me 21-28 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; Then I understood their end. 21Thus my heart was 
grieved, And I was vexed in my mind. 22 I was so foolish and ignorant; I was like a beast before You. 
23Nevertheless I am continually with You; You hold me by my right hand. 24You will guide me with 
Your counsel, And afterward receive me to glory. 25Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none 
upon earth that I desire besides You. 26My flesh and my heart fail But God is the strength of my heart 
and my portion forever. 27For indeed, those who are far from You shall perish; You have destroyed all 
those who desert You for harlotry. 28But it is good for me to draw near to God; I have put my trust in 
the Lord GOD, That I may declare all Your works. 
Hebrews 4:14-16 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us 
therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need. 
Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you 
become weary and discouraged in your souls.  


