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The Big Picture of Scripture: (1) Creation (2) The Fall (3) Redemption (4) Glorification  
 

The world, with all of its chaos, evil, and suffering, confirms the believer’s claim of the fall of man 
and the depravity of the heart.  
 

Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what 
is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
 

1. Culture molds us.  
2. Scripture transforms us.  
3. The marriage of culture and Christianity creates a Church Culture.  

 

“The loss of God’s centrality in today’s church is a loss that allows us to transform worship into 
entertainment, gospel preaching into marketing, believing into technique, being good into feeling 
good about ourselves, and faithfulness into being successful. As a result, God, Christ, and the Bible 
have come to mean too little to us.”  James Boice  
 
The most important thing about you is what you believe about God!  
 

 We must allow Scripture to lead us on the issue of suffering.   
 We must realize that our thoughts and emotions are not trustworthy.  
 (Jeremiah 17:9, Proverbs 28:26)  

 

There are things within our heart that we are totally unaware of, issues that only God knows but 
wants us to be aware of and beware of! One method God uses to reveal to us heart issues is 
suffering.  (Psalm 73)  
 

 We cannot express enough compassion to those who are suffering.  
 

In the early church they assumed a commitment to Christ included submission, surrender, 
sacrifice, and suffering. In many ways, these are missing in the westernized church era.  
 
1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened to you. 
 

Hebrews 13:4-6 Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and 



adulterers God will judge. 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as 
you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we may boldly say: 
“The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?” 
 
The Theology of the Three Hebrews:  
Daniel 3:17-18 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. 18 But if not, let it be known to you, O 
king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up.”  
 

Romans 8:28-29 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son 
 

1. The Bible doesn’t teach “all things that happen to us are good.”  
2. Our God is able to work “all things for our good”, which is a great promise!  
3. God defines good as those he saved becoming more like Jesus. 
4. God is always doing more than one thing in our circumstances. 
5. God does not want us to waste the trials he permits us to experience.  
6. God’s concern for us goes much further than our temporary time on earth.  
 

2 Corinthians 11:24-28 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 25 Thrice was I 
beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the 
deep; 26 In journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, 
in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren; 27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in 
fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh 
upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 
 

Hebrews 11:35-38 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not 
accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: 36 And others had trial of cruel 
mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37 They were stoned, they were 
sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and 
goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they 
wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
 

Why do people suffer?  
1. God’s will - He has directly planned or allowed it    
(Acts 9:15-16, 2Corinthians 12:7-10, 1Peter 4:19)  
2. A result of living in a sin cursed fallen world             
3. Consequences as a result of our sin    
4. Consequences as a result of the sins of others (stranger, foe, friend, and family)  
 

God has sovereignly ordained before the foundation of this world everything that happens, but 
in a way that does not violate secondary causes or does not take away human freedom and 
responsibility. This is very difficult to comprehend because of the unique relationship between the 
Creator and the created!  (Romans 11:33-36)  
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