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I. Background of Hebrews 11 

 

The author is writing to Jewish believers. These have recently experienced rejection and 

persecution from their fellow Jews. This tempted many to turn back to a previous and more 

familiar way of life, Judaism. 

 
35 Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. 36 For you have need of 

endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise: 
 37 “For yet a little while, 

 And He who is coming will come and will not tarry. 
 38 Now the just shall live by faith; 

 But if anyone draws back, 

 My soul has no pleasure in him.”  [Habakkuk 2:3-4] 

 

Having made the case for their need of endurance, the author now proceeds to give them many 

examples of Old Testament saints who endured by faith without having received all that God 

promised. 

 

II. Examples of faith from the Old Testament saints. Hebrews chapter 11. 

 

vv. 1-3 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2 For by 

it the elders obtained a good testimony.3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed 

by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are 

visible. 

 

Faith is not formally defined here but rather describes what faith does. Substance or assurance. 

Faith is the assurance of things hoped for. The confidence in things not yet seen. Faith in God is 

believing that what He has promised in the future will one day be reality. This is radical living. 

 

vv.4-7 By faith the antediluvians… 
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Abel, Enoch, Noah. 
7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared 

an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of 

the righteousness which is according to faith. 

 

vv.8-12 By faith Abraham and Sarah… 

 

vv.8-10 By faith Abraham left his home when called by God. Why? Because he believed in a 

future city built by God. Did Abraham ever receive the promised land in his lifetime? 

 

vv.11-12 By faith Sarah gave birth to Isaac, the promised seed. Through Isaac would come an 

innumerable number of descendants. 

 

vv. 13-16 Quick summary. These all desired a yet unseen heavenly home 

 

These died in faith not having seen the promises, but by the eyes of faith they saw them far off 

and were assured. They confessed they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 

 

They could have returned to their own home but did not. By faith they desired a better home. 

Because of this desire, God was not ashamed to be called their God. 

 

By Faith Abraham (17-19), Moses (23-29), Rahab (31)... 

 

Abraham was so confident in God’s promise of a seed that he was willing to slay his only son on 

an altar as God had commanded. Why? Because he believed God would raise Isaac from the 

dead in order to keep His promise to Abraham. See Gen 22:1-19. 

 

By faith many obtained victory (32—35a), but others did not (35b-38). 

 

III. Application/Exhortation 

 

vv.39-40 Summary 

 
39 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, 
40 God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart 

from us. 

 

“We’re not sure what the future holds, but we know Who holds the future.” 


