


The season of Lent is the perfect time to examine our spiritual life and 
be intentional with our thoughts and time. These devotionals are written 
by members of the Gulf Shores Methodist congregation and staff.  It is 
our joy to share them with you. Please take the time to look up the 
scripture reference for each day in your own Bible, as the verses 
themselves are not printed, except on Sundays and during Holy Week.  

We encourage you to slow down, breathe deeply, and ask God to open 
your ears to hear and your eyes to see the treasures He has in store for 
you as you seek Him in this season.  

The Devotional Team,  

Rev. Julianna Cooper 
Jan Fry 
Amelia Fletcher 



 
Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2023 
Psalm 30:11 

Today is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the season called Lent. 
This is an important season of the Christian year and a great opportunity 
to do some soul searching. For some of us it may be a time to get real 
with ourselves about what’s actually happening in our hearts and with 
God’s help make changes. 

The reason this is called Ash Wednesday is because we focus on our 
frailty as humans and our brokenness because of sin. In the Bible there 
are many references to people who are in a state of mourning over the 
death of a loved one or their own sin. The ancient practice was to put 
ashes left over from a fire all over you and especially on your head. 
Sometimes people would also put on sackcloth (imagine a burlap sack) 
to enhance the discomfort and suffering they were experiencing. This 
helped them deal with the reality of their situation. I read this 
commentary explaining the purpose of sackcloth and ashes and … 

“Very simply, sackcloth and ashes were used as an outward sign of one’s 
inward condition. Such a symbol made one’s change of heart visible and 
demonstrated the sincerity of one’s grief and/or repentance. It was not 
the act of putting on sackcloth and ashes itself that moved God to 
intervene, but the humility that such an action demonstrated.” 

We too are faced with the stark reality that sin brought death into the 
world. We are all subject to physical death. That should serve as a 
“wake-up call” for all of us. Our time on earth is short compared to 
eternity. We need to make the most of this one earthly life we’ve been 
given. The only way to do that well is to be in a close relationship with 



Jesus. The only way to remain close to Jesus is to be humble and avoid a 
heart full of sin.  

So this season of Lent gives us an opportunity to do some work on our 
spiritual life! We need to invite God into the process to help us. This 
work doesn’t end with ashes, that’s just the beginning of awareness. God 
through His grace and mercy provides forgiveness and healing that helps 
us move forward. In Psalm 30:11 we see the psalmist proclaiming “You 
removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy”. God wants us to 
replace the sackcloth and ashes with a crown of Joy. I pray that for you! 

Prayer: God I confess my weakness and my sin to you. I thank you for 
your forgiveness, grace and mercy that heals my soul and makes me 
whole again. Give me the strength to live for you everyday. In Jesus’ 
name, amen. 

Rusty Hutson 



Thursday, February 23, 2023 
Jonah 3:1-10 

Have you ever known what you needed to do, but instead did the 
opposite? I find myself doing that very thing when I quickly dismiss the 
thought of something new. I react quickly and blurt out my feelings 
before I’ve taken time to pray about it and ask God’s opinion. Like when 
I was invited as a college student to go help with a local church youth 
ministry. Instead of considering it I gave my answer in two seconds - 
heck no! But thankfully God gave me a second chance and sent a friend 
to ask me again, and my life was changed for the better when I said yes. 

Jonah responded exactly that way to what God instructed (not asked!) 
him to do. He was repulsed at the idea of going to those evil Ninevites 
and telling them to repent. So he ran away. If you’re familiar with his 
story you know that plan didn’t work out too well for old Jonah. But 
thankfully God is a God of second chances, and He gave Jonah just that 
(after allowing him to spend 3 days in the belly of a fish).   

This time, Jonah said yes, and as a result of his obedience he got to 
witness the power of the Word of God cutting to the heart of these 
people who really knew nothing about Jonah’s God. God was giving 
these people a second chance, just like he gave it to Jonah. And they 
believed Jonah and repented of their sin. Isn’t that amazing? 

In Acts 2, Peter reminds the believers of the words of the prophet Joel: 
“In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people…both 
men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will 
prophesy.” 



You and I are the vessels of God’s powerful Word to a world that needs 
to hear it. He has called you and me to “Repent and believe the gospel.” 
And he is sending us with that same invitation to a lost world. 

Prayer: Jesus, will you help me to fast and pray this Lenten season so I 
can hear and obey you better. Amen. 

Julianna Cooper 



Friday, February 24, 2023 
Jonah 4: 1-11 

“And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which 
there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot 
tell their right hand from their left-and also many animals?” (Jonah 4:11) 

Having survived near death and ingestion by a giant fish, Jonah 
begrudgingly went to sin-steeped Ninevah and preached to them as God 
commanded him. When they repented, Jonah was so angry he wished to 
die. Verse eleven is God’s response to him. 

How many times have we somewhat felt like Jonah? More times than I 
care to admit. We have to concede that some people are not easy to love. 
And it might seem unfair to us Christians when “you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the 
day.” (Matthew 20:12) 

But I have been a far cry from a saint, and I have received a grace I do 
not deserve. The Apostle said  “all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God” (Romans 3:23). 

It’s been said the vicious gangster Dutch Schultz received the last rites 
and was saved on his deathbed. And it wasn’t too late for the criminal on 
the cross when he asked Jesus to remember him. The Lord answered, 
“Today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43) 

I am reminded of the Lord’s parable of the unforgiving servant (Matthew 
18:23-35), so I pray for the lost and ask God to bless our enemies. I can’t 
love everybody by my own strength. But I know that with God, nothing 
is impossible. 



Prayer:  Father, thank You for Jesus. Through the Holy Spirit help me 
remember that You and You alone are the Judge. Increase my desire for 
the salvation of the lost. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

Amanda Holzer 



Saturday, February 25, 2023  
Matthew 18:1-7 

I love to take my grandchildren to the beach for so many reasons. They 
let loose their imagination and carve castles, towns, and creatures out of 
the sand. The creations are time consuming but no one is watching the 
clock. We just enjoy each other and the rhythmic sound of the waves… 

Another of the continuing activities for all ages is gathering shells. My 
grandchildren bring me their treasures with pride after scouring the 
water’s edge for that special one that catches their eye. In a child’s eye 
all the bits and pieces are perfect and without blemish… not broken or 
lackluster, and they find their place in the collection. I think God looks 
at each of us that way… we aren’t scared or bruised with the events of 
living, but an exquisite treasure to be gently held in His hand. Oh that 
we would see through childlike eyes and see the beauty and uniqueness 
of each person we encounter and hold them precious for their dents and 
missing pieces. Children gather their prizes to take home… as does our 
Father. All are precious in his sight. 

Prayer: Father, we are eager to be in your gentle hands and to one day 
be collected to go home with You. May we see each other in the same 
splendid light that you cast upon us. Amen. 

Amelia Fletcher 



First Sunday in Lent,  
February 26, 2023 
Psalm 32:1-11 

 1 Blessed is the one 
    whose transgressions are forgiven, 
    whose sins are covered. 
2 Blessed is the one 
    whose sin the Lord does not count against them 
    and in whose spirit is no deceit. 
3 When I kept silent, 
    my bones wasted away 
    through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night 
    your hand was heavy on me; 
my strength was sapped 
    as in the heat of summer.[b] 
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you 
    and did not cover up my iniquity. 
I said, “I will confess 
    my transgressions to the Lord.” 
And you forgave 
    the guilt of my sin. 
6 Therefore let all the faithful pray to you 
    while you may be found; 
surely the rising of the mighty waters 
    will not reach them. 
7 You are my hiding place; 
    you will protect me from trouble 
    and surround me with songs of deliverance. 



8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; 
    I will counsel you with my loving eye on you. 
9 Do not be like the horse or the mule, 
    which have no understanding 
but must be controlled by bit and bridle 
    or they will not come to you. 
10 Many are the woes of the wicked, 
    but the Lord’s unfailing love 
    surrounds the one who trusts in him. 
11 Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; 
    sing, all you who are upright in heart! 



Monday, February 27, 2023 
Psalm 32:1-7 

A few years ago I saw that on Ash Wednesday several of my friends 
posted “off for Facebook for Lent”. That intrigued me, and I decided to 
do it also! However, old habits die hard! The first few days, I would 
mindlessly be tapping my way to social media! 

I even called my daughters and asked them what I was missing on 
Facebook! They both said, “MOM! You are OFF facebook for Lent!” 
(oh to be chastised by your children!). Soon, however, I started a new 
habit. And it was as if the Holy Spirit was asking me, “Daughter! Where 
have you been?” By the end of the 40 days I realized what a gift I was 
given. So much so, that I almost didn't return to social media. Why? 
Because I became more disciplined to sit at His feet and worship. 

Here I am in Lent 2023 and looking forward to putting “off of 
Facebook” as my profile picture, once again. Not for selfish attention, 
but to set a standard for myself that I choose Christ during Lent. 

Prayer: Father God, what a special time Lent can be for Your children. 
Help us to: refresh, renew, repent and return to You. Amen. 

Janice Fry 



Tuesday, February 28, 2023 
Psalm 32:8-11 

Today I reached a big milestone in my life: three-quarters of a century! 
Most of my years I have put my trust in God. He has been my present 
help in times of trouble. Many obstacles and challenges of life have 
brought me closer to Him. His unfailing love has been my strength, 
knowing his eye has not strayed from me. 

In 1994 I was in a two-vehicle accident where both cars were totaled. I 
did not have my seatbelt on. Miraculously I had no broken bones, but 
my neck was thought to be broken. There was tendon damage to my legs 
and my jaw was dislocated. The jaw went back into place in a few days, 
and my neck healed after a short time in a brace. I have no doubt God’s 
unfailing love protected me. 

In 2005 Hurricane Katrina, one of the deadliest hurricanes in US history, 
swept through the coast of Mississippi flooding and destroying many 
homes in Ocean Springs including mine. Again, God’s unfailing eye was 
upon me. Thousands of Americans in the months following came 
through our St Paul’s UMC. I experienced love like I had never felt 
before as my house was completely repaired by total strangers.In 2007 
God led me to move to Foley, Alabama. I experienced one miracle after 
another that made it possible for this to happen. Being single and making 
this decision took faith and my deep trust in the Lord. Shortly after 
arriving God led me to GSUMC, and a year later to my present husband. 

I thank Him for giving me several more years beyond the 70 He 
promises in His Word. I didn’t think that would be the case in 2017 
when I was diagnosed with a rare and incurable lung disease. My health 



is better today than it has been for years. My breathing has improved 
considerably with the help of a newly-prescribed inhaler. 

I often think of the song “His eye is on the sparrow and I know He 
watches me”. 

Prayer: Thank You, Lord, for your steadfast love that surrounds us as we 
put our trust in You. Amen. 

Maggie Stoddard 



Wednesday, March 1, 2023 
Matthew 18:10-14 

There is an app on my phone called Waze.  It tells me how to get where 
I’m going and if there is something ahead delaying traffic. And, oh yes, 
it lets me know if there is a policeman ahead!  Interesting. When I am in 
unfamiliar territory, Waze keeps me from getting lost.   

In life, it’s God’s “ways” that keep me from getting lost. He teaches me 
to recognize His warning signs and how to get where He wants me to go. 
The more I study and live according to His ways, the easier it is for Him 
to keep me from getting lost. But get lost I do. One wrong thought, 
word, or action and I can take off on the road to nowhere. It can 
sometimes be so easy to think I know best. The idea that He looks for 
me (even when I don’t know I’m lost) gives me great hope.  

How grateful I am that God’s love is unconditional and that He doesn’t 
give up on me even if I have given up on myself. His “ways” are 
constantly leading me back to Him.  So many times in my life I have 
been “lost but now I’m found”. Talking with the Lord every day and 
listening to His “Ways” in the Bible are the requirements for a safe trip 
home.     

Prayer: Lord, Thank You for seeking me when I’m lost and for not giving 
up on me. May I follow Your “ways” through this life. Amen. 

Janie MacBeth 



Thursday, March 2, 2023 
2 Timothy 1:3-7 

I was raised in very humble beginnings. My parents owned and operated 
the local credit grocery-gas station in a very small town in Arkansas. My 
brother and I also worked in our store as a family unit. Although we had 
very little income my family gave us the greatest gift of all – teaching 
and encouraging us in finding the gift of God, putting him first in our 
lives and developing a Christian character.  

In today’s scripture Paul is writing to his beloved Timothy from his 
imprisonment likely in Rome as he awaited his trial and execution. It is a 
message of thanksgiving and encouragement. Paul advises Timothy to 
stand firm in his sincere faith that had been lived and taught to him from 
his grandmother and mother that Paul knew lived in Timothy. Paul 
assured him in the writing that God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, 
but rather a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. 

I have been blessed by having a long line of Christian believers, my 
grandmothers, parents and many relatives that taught me the way of the 
Lord and these very same words that are so beautifully written by Paul. 
My father advised me at a very young age that he gave me a proper 
name and I was not to discredit that name in any way all the days of my 
life. My mother and grandmother taught me the scriptures and how to 
live accordingly. I have made mistakes along my life’s journey but I do 
pray I have never discredited my family’s name or the precious 
teachings of our Lord from my ancestors. 

Prayer: Father God, thank you for my ancestors that taught me the 
Christian way and these beautiful words from Paul’s writings that taught 
me your scriptures and had faith in me to serve you all the days of my 



life passing the good news of the saving grace of Jesus Christ on to my 
family. In his precious name, Amen! 

Dorothy Basinger-Sanches 



Friday, March 3, 2023 
Micah 7:18-20 

Are you one of us who likes to know the meaning of proper names? For 
example, “Isaiah” means 'the Lord saves', Peter means 'rock', El Shaddai 
means ‘Almighty God,’ and “Micah” means “who is like God?”'  

In the previous chapters, the prophet Micah is telling Israel what will 
happen to them as a result of their infidelity to God. God’s chosen were 
like us and all generations. We think we can handle a problem or two. 
We tell God to hang loose until we need Him. Then we find out we can’t 
do anything without Him. But our God is a God of second chances. In 
the verses above, God pardons sin and forgives the transgression. The 
best part is he doesn’t stay angry and delights to show mercy. My heart 
shouts for joy in his mercy of which I need everyday. 

The verses go on to say “He shows compassion on a daily basis. The 
sins we confess he treads underfoot.” May I repeat…”He treads 
underfoot.” 

The word “grace” is written all over these verses:  
God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense (G-R-A-C-E). 

In this Lenten season may we not forget the price that was paid and the 
grace and compassion God showers on us everyday. 

Prayer: Dear Jesus, may we go to our knees and say ‘thank you’ for 
your grace. Would you remind us to show grace and compassion to our 
fellowman. Amen. 

Roxie Ewing 



Saturday, March 4, 2023 
Luke 9:62, Philippians 3:13 

The rate of suicides among combat veterans far exceeds the general 
population. I had a very close friend who was a bass fisherman, a wizard 
ping pong player, and a combat veteran in Vietnam. One night, without 
any warning, he put a shotgun under his chin. Gone. I miss him still. I do 
not judge him, although he left a wife and two wonderful children. But I 
rail against the mindset that leads good people to lose their way. Paul 
tells us ‘forget those things which are behind, and reach forth unto those 
things which are before’. 

Regret is one of those “behind” things. Blame is another. They stop time. 
They sink us into a quagmire and we cannot move forward. God 
provides us with a simple solution: look ahead with hope and 
confidence. Put the past behind you and have faith that the Lord has a 
plan that is far better than anything we can imagine for ourselves. It’s 
that simple; and that complex. 

I think that perhaps the most important lesson I learned as the father of 
three children is the idea of letting go. Some things are too hard to fix. 
Sometimes you just have to let go, and let God. “This one’s too hard for 
me, Lord. I’m letting go and turning it over to you. Thank you for loving 
me”. 

In the past I have had a problem with the words glorify and praise. For 
me, it was hard to picture God as a person who needed a sinner like me 
to praise Him. I finally came to understand that gratitude was a word 
that works as a substitute. For me, it leads naturally to looking ahead. 
Although I use it every day to make my life better, the thought might 
begin with something from the past: but it comes quickly back to a 



gratitude that those things are behind me and the future is in God’s 
capable hands. 

Prayer: Thank you, Lord, that I can look forward every day with 
gratitude and faith that everything that comes through You is positive 
and full of hope. Amen. 

Bob Stoddard 



Second Sunday in Lent, March 5, 2023 
Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes to the hills-- from where will my help come? 
My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
The LORD will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in from this time 
on and forevermore. 



Monday, March 6, 2023 
Psalm 128 

Linda Dillow, in her book, Calm My Anxious Heart, tells a story of two 
monks who illustrate the blessing of fearing God. Both monks were 
relying on God, but one feared and respected God’s Sovereignty and 
control over all, while the other advised God through prayer. Their story 
goes as follows: 

“’I need oil,” said an ancient monk. So he planted an olive sapling.  

“Lord,” he prayed, “it needs rain that its tender roots may drink and 
swell. Send gentle showers.”  And the Lord sent a gentle shower.  

“Lord,” prayed the monk, “my tree needs sun. Send sun, I pray!” And 
the sun shone, gilding the dripping cloud. 

“‘Now frost, my Lord, to brace its tissues,” cried the monk. And behold, 
the little tree stood sparkling with frost, but in the evening it died. 
  
Then the monk sought the cell of a brother monk and told his strange 
experience.  

“I, too, planted a little tree,” he said, “and see! It thrives well. But I 
entrust my tree to its God. He who made it knows better what it needs 
than a man like me. I laid no condition. I fixed not ways or means, Lord, 
send what it needs. I prayed, ‘storm or sunshine, wind, rain, or frost.’ 
Thou hast made it and Thou dost know.” 
  
Everything God does is for our ultimate good and His Glory. In trusting 
God’s Sovereignty, we announce our respect and fear of His all-



powerful, all-knowing, all-caring, all-loving, and all-forgiving nature, 
and we invite blessings into our lives and into the lives of our family 
members. 
  
Prayer: Lord, today and every day, may we gratefully fear, trust, and 
abide in Your Sovereign heart of blessing toward us. In Jesus Name and 
for His Glory, Amen. 

Shery Butler 



Tuesday, March 7, 2023 
Isaiah 65:17-25 

Isaiah 65 paints a beautiful picture of what’s to come. A day where there 
will be no more hardships or struggles. A place where there is no hunger 
and peace reigns. It gives us hope for a future that we can’t seem to 
comprehend here on earth. This is why we Worship. 

We Worship knowing that Heaven awaits us. We Worship through our 
sickness, doubts, fears, pain, worry, etc…Worship is not reserved for the 
mountain tops. Worship is our response while we are in the valley’s. 

What if we started living out the remainder of our days here on earth 
through this lens? What would it look like to not focus on the negative, 
but to focus on the new life Christ promises? 

Prayer: Lord, help us live out each day as though we have already seen 
Heaven. Help us truly shine Your light here on Earth. 

Jeff Jones 



Wednesday, March 8, 2023 
Philippians 1:1-11 

You know, Lord, how I serve You 
With great emotional fervor 
In the limelight 
You know how eagerly I speak for You 
At a Women’s Club. 
You know how I effervesce when I promote 
A fellowship group. 
You know my genuine enthusiasm 

At a Bible study. 
But how would I react, I wonder 
If You pointed to a basin of water 
And asked me to wash the calloused feet 
Of a bent and wrinkled old woman 
Day after day 
Month after month 
In a room where nobody saw 
And nobody knew. 

(Written by Ruth Harms Calkin 1990) 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, give me the heart of a servant who does not work 
for the praise of man, but only for you, my audience of one. Amen. 



Thursday, March 9, 2023 
Colossians 1:15-23 

Infinitude: The state or quality of being infinite or without limit. 

This word and the definition for me, can only equate to One being. That 
is God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. There is no other being that can 
carry this definition. The Trinity. Three in One. With God, infinitude and 
time equate in only one way. God knows no time as we humans  know it.  

Infinitude: From everlasting to everlasting. He has always been and 
always will be, the Holy Trinity. 

We are all created by His good pleasure. We are His children. I thank 
God that by His only Son, Jesus, one day I will be able to slip into His 
presence. I will have concluded my stay in this world, and this will be by 
His perfect timing. For God, time does not pass, it remains. All who are 
in Christ share with Him in limitless time and endless years. On this 
word, infinitude, I can only pray and meditate on it in the present. This is 
hard as we see things with finite minds. Still, I do not lose heart at the 
difficulty of understanding, knowing that one day, in the Presence of 
God, all will be made known. 

Prayer: Holy Father, I praise  You for our church,Gulf Shores UMC and 
I pray Your mighty Spirit will continue to work as it has since the church 
began and that in the future. Amen. 

Terry Fry 



Friday, March 10, 2023 
Psalm 8:11 

“But my people did not listen to my voice; Israel would not submit to 
me.” 

As an old adage goes, “We have two ears and one mouth so that we can 
listen twice as much as we speak.” The words of an ancient philosopher, 
Epicteas, are needed more than ever where human nature neglects 
listening for God’s still small voice, and where people want to speak 
their minds without listening for signs from others. I was taught as in 
childhood that others are our teachers, so listen! 

Prayer: Thank you, dear God, for loving us. Help us to be still and listen 
to your spirit. Amen. 

Barbara White 



Saturday, March 11, 2023 
Proverbs 1:33 

Dear Child, 
Open your ears! I can tell, you are already bored with that sentence. Re-
read it. Open your ears! What is it you hear? Your ears are so used to 
sounds that certain ones you don't even hear anymore. The dogs barking 
across the street? The garbage truck arriving? But what else do you 
hear? Do you hear the cries of my people? Do you hear groaning of 
great sorrow? Do you hear joy in the laughter of children? I am in all 
those sounds. And so many more. I want you to learn to listen to ME. 
Stay still. I know this is hard for you. But clear your mind and listen. 
You always ask Me to show Myself to you. How can I do that if you are 
never still? Strain. Relax. Lean in. Breathe. Do not focus on anything. 
Not even the desire to hear! Light a candle. Remove your phone from 
your hands and disconnect. Silence from Me does not mean that I am not 
listening. I speak in so many different ways. Be patient. You talk way 
too much. You ask Me things but then you don't give Me time to respond 
before you are off and doing something else! Continue, today, and while 
on this journey to bend your ear to all that I am saying to you. Do know 
that I desire and delight in your company but I yearn for you to listen 
more and talk less. I can make time stand still for you if you will give 
me yours. So, as you go about your day, today, stay aware of the ways I 
am speaking. Look for Me in different ways and sounds. I have a lot to 
say. 

Prayer:  Holy God, please help us to open our “spirit ears” to Your 
voice. Amen. 

Janice Fry 



Third Sunday in Lent - March 12, 2023 
Psalm 95 

1 O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock 
of our salvation! 

2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful 
noise to him with songs of praise! 

3 For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 

4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are 
his also. 

5 The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have 
formed. 

6 O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD, 
our Maker! 

7 For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep 
of his hand. O that today you would listen to his voice! 

8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, as on the day at Massah in 
the wilderness, 

9 when your ancestors tested me, and put me to the proof, though they 
had seen my work. 



10 For forty years I loathed that generation and said, "They are a people 
whose hearts go astray, and they do not regard my ways." 

11 Therefore in my anger I swore, "They shall not enter my rest.” 



Monday, March 13, 2023 
1 Peter 4:9 

Dear Child, as you go about your busy “errand filled” day, look for Me. 
In the eyes of those who are checking you out in the store. The 
disgruntled employee at the post office. At the children at the bus top on 
the way to school. Wave at your neighbor whose car backs out of the 
garage next door. Look them in the eye. Smile. Interact. Each person you 
encounter, you must remember they, also are My children. I love them as 
much as I love you. Some know Me and of My great love for them but 
some may need a reminder. And some, they do not know me at all. What 
if I asked you to tell them about Me? What would you say? When I am 
whispering to you, so often you do not recognize it is My voice you hear 
so you ignore the signs. So you go about your day, letting those 
opportunities disappear. 

I know every single person that you come in contact with each day. You 
have so many opportunities to make their day better. Everyone needs to 
have love and attention. I work through My children to do this for Me. 
Do not judge them. Talk to them. And, if you feel you are not ready to 
speak of Me to them right now, at least share a smile. And, just maybe, if 
the opportunity arises, that smile can become a conversation and that 
conversation becomes how you share your story of faith. I will give you 
courage if you just ask! I never ask something of My children without 
equipping them first. Trust Me. 

Prayer: Dear Lord,  Help us to overcome the fear of sharing Your Good 
News so that we can recognize the opportunities that come our way each 
and every day. Amen 

Janice Fry 



Tuesday, March 14, 2023 
Psalm 81 

This past Fall Pastor Rusty preached a series based on the title of a new 
worship song based on Psalm 81, “Honey from the Rock.” The words go 
like this: 
   There’s honey in the rock, water in the stone 
   Manna on the ground, no matter where I go 
   I don’t need to worry now that I know 
   Everything I need You’ve got 
   There’s honey in the rock. 

It is super-catchy, and especially if you attend Contemporary service you 
were given the opportunity to sing it more than once during that series. 
And you know who skipped Sunday school to sit in “big church” every 
time they knew we were going to sing it? My three young children! I 
have more than one video of them spontaneously bursting into song at 
the dinner table when one of them couldn’t get the tune out of their 
heads.  

I pray that as they grow older they will not forget the truths of Psalm 81, 
simplified in the words of this simple modern hymn:  

Oh, how sweet, how sweet it is to trust in You, Jesus! 

Prayer: Lord, when we are having a hard time thinking clearly in a 
tough situation, would you bring the words of the hymns old and new to 
our minds, so we will speak and act for Your glory and not our own. 
Amen. 

Julianna Cooper 



Wednesday, March 15, 2023 
John 7:37-39 

For today’s devotional, consider the Message paraphrase version of 
today’s scripture: 

On the final and climactic day of the Feast, Jesus took his stand. He 
cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Rivers of 
living water will brim and spill out of the depths of anyone who believes 
in me this way, just as the Scripture says.” (He said this in regard to the 
Spirit, whom those who believed in him were about to receive. The 
Spirit had not yet been given because Jesus had not yet been glorified.) 

Prayer: O Jesus! That Your Living Water would brim over and spill out 
of the depths of my being onto anyone and everyone I come into contact 
with today. Amen. 



Thursday, March 16, 2023 
Psalm 23:1-4  

Throughout scripture the Shepherd and sheep are used to illustrate our 
relationship with our Lord and Savior. What a great way to describe His 
love for us and our love for him. In these first four verses I am drawn to 
certain words which explain God’s love for us quite simply. The first of 
these is SHEPHERD. Like a good Shepherd, He asks that we follow His 
ways not for His sake but for our own. While He can’t keep each of us 
safe always, He loves us in all our afflictions. 
Next are the words I SHALL NOT WANT. Simply put, this means “what 
more do I need?” Truthfully, what more do we need than Him, a mighty 
God. GREEN PASTURES are simply living in God’s world and seeking 
Him and not the things that man values. 

STILL WATERS are something we value in this climate of hustle and 
bustle and roaring streams. Where are your STILL WATERS? I imagine 
God hangs out there with you. Someone, in defining SOUL, said that it 
is what people have that animals don’t. Another definition is that, soul 
represents everything that brings us closer to God. I like that one better. 
We certainly have a need to be brought closer to God. Verse four 
reminds me that the VALLEYS we experience are only temporary 
lodging and as Rabbi Kushner puts it “trust God to enter into your pain 
and make it less painful.” 

Prayer: I WILL FEAR NO EVIL FOR THOU ART WITH ME. David 
said it and we believe it. In the name of THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 
AMEN 

Floyd Williams 



Friday, March 17, 2023 
Psalm 23:5-6  
  
We may get a little confused as to the meaning of verse five, but this is 
my simplified take on it, along with the help of a commentary or two. 
Rabbi Kushner offers this as a possible scenario. “God, thank you for 
being there when many of my human friends weren’t up to the 
challenge. Thank you for sustaining my faith in my own worthiness. 
Thank you for nourishing me with Your presence when so many others 
could not help me.”  

YOU ANOINTED MY HEAD WITH OIL simply means that “God, You 
have told me that I am special and in a vast throng of billions of people 
You recognize me.” I really like this explanation. It makes us see what 
our Jesus sees. He recognizes me. He has anointed us and now he 
expects us to do our parts. 

Verse six is my favorite one of the whole twenty-third Psalm. God offers 
us an invitation to dwell in His house. God wants us to live as righteous 
Christ seekers on this earth bringing Him to all who cross our paths. 
May they see Jesus in us. The reward will be, “I shall dwell in the house 
of the Lord forever.” Psalm 23:6 

Prayer: Lord, thank you for your light that never goes out. Amen. 

Floyd Williams 



Saturday, March 18, 2023 
John 1:1-9 

These scriptures are very important for every Christian. God is the Alpha 
and Omega; the beginning and end. He is the light in the world and we 
as Christians should shine brightly! As John was sent to bear witness of 
the Light, we as Christians should do the same. Christ will shine his light 
through us so we can be a light to others. We should proclaim God’s 
glory to all our family, friends and strangers. 

I became a Christian at twelve years old and still remember the 
excitement of answering the altar call. I was so excited that night and 
ready to change the world. I’ve been a Christian since then and have 
been a member of Baptist and Methodist churches. When I married my 
husband, his family was Methodist and we joined a Methodist Church in 
Birmingham. We raised our daughters in the Methodist Church and 
loved it! My in-laws were such loving and giving people and I wanted to 
be more like them. 

My husband passed away from cancer on January 7, 2020. We had such 
strong support and love from Pell City First United Methodist Church. I 
was blessed to have my pastors, family, friends and the grief ministry at 
PCFUMC to help me deal with the loss of my husband. God was with 
me the entire time my husband was sick and dying. I know he carried me 
through those terrible times because I would never have made it on my 
own. 

I moved to Gulf Shores in September of 2021 to live with my youngest 
daughter and grandson. I had already visited Gulf Shores UMC and 
knew it was where God wanted me to be. When I met with Pastor Rusty 
to join the church, I could tell that he's a true man of God. I've received 



such a warm welcome from the Wesleyan Sunday School class and feel 
like I truly belong with this wonderful group of people. 

Prayer: Lord, please help me be an example to others and shine my light 
brightly for your glory. Amen 

Mary Ellis 



Fourth Sunday in Lent - March 19, 2023 
Psalm 23 

1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still 
waters; 

3 he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name's sake. 

4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you 
are with me; your rod and your staff-- they comfort me. 

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you 
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and 
I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long. 



Monday, March 20, 2023 
Acts 9:1-20 

Saul persecuted followers of Jesus until, on the way to Damascus, Jesus 
appeared to Saul but not to those with Saul, who heard but did not see 
Jesus. Saul was blinded by the light from heaven, and was led to the city. 
Ananias, a follower of Jesus, had a vision in which he was told to go to 
Saul and restore Saul’s sight. Ananias knew of Saul’s persecution of 
followers of Jesus, and was afraid. In spite of his fear, Ananias went to 
Saul and did as God had said. Scales fell from Saul’s eyes, his sight was 
restored, and Ananias baptized Saul. 

The Road to Damascus is well-known for Saul’s conversion, leading to 
his ministry to the Gentiles. We are the fruit of that conversion. But what 
about Ananias? It is because Ananias had faith in God, and conquered 
his fear that Saul would denounce and kill him, that God’s plan was 
quickly accomplished. 

We also have fears, as well as faith. In conquering our fears, we may set 
in motion more of God’s plans through our willingness to listen to God’s 
prompting and our faithful actions. 

Prayer: Father, hold us close when we fear, help us listen to you and 
strengthen our faith, that we may act on your behalf in spite of our fears, 
so that others may be helped. 

Fran Clement 



Tuesday, March 21, 2023  
Colossians 1:9-11 

The hunt was started. My friend was frantic!  Her hearing aid had fallen 
out of her ear without her knowing. To make matters worse, it happened 
while she was blowing leaves!  It could have been anywhere!  Several 
friends had gathered, each picking their spot. In isolation, I began to 
pray, “Lord, open our eyes!  Reveal this lost item to us.” A peace came 
over me. While literally turning over every leaf, I felt the presence of 
God. Prayer does that. He delights in it! To know the path God has for 
me is a taste of heaven here on earth.  

I love the following illustration Rachel Mayew gives in her book, 
Getting Closer to God in Prayer: 

I picture myself as Caroline or John John Kennedy playing beneath their 
daddy’s desk in the Oval Office. JFK allowed the children to romp 
freely. I imagine a little me toddling about my Good Father’s feet just 
happy to be near him, exercising my privilege as his beloved child, 
never questioning whether or not I’m invited.  

“Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence…to help us in 
our time of need.” Hebrews 4:16 

Paul states “As you learn more and more how God works, you will learn 
how to do your work…strength to stick it out over the long haul—not 
the grim strength of gritting your teeth but the glory-strength God gives. 
It is strength that endures the unendurable and spills over into joy.” 
Colossians 1:9-12  



The hunt ended in disappointment. The hearing aid remained lost. God’s 
answer to my prayer was “No, but there is something to be shared, 
instead”. He nudged me to witness about my recent prayer time to my 
fellow “hunters”. An opportunity was made available to tell about this 
beautiful gift of communing with our God, any time and any place. This 
communing revealed the following: “God’s glory-strength endures and 
spills over into joy.”  

Prayer:  Dear Lord, thank you for revealing your path for us as we 
commune with you.  

Gloria Vander Noot 



Wednesday, March 22, 2023 
Ephesians 5:8 

Dearest One, 
Today I give you a clean slate. Yesterday is gone. The chalk is already in 
your hands to create a NEW story for today. You already know that you 
are not My puppet. You are free to write your own story. Your story is 
uniquely yours. And, one day, you will see how Our stories line up 
together. When needed or asked, I am here. Your decisions, however, are 
your own. But I will freely give advice or counsel if only you will let 
Me. In everything you do, I will be with you to counsel. I want you to be 
the best you can be in all you today and always. 

I so desire to have you talk with Me! You are my delight! Erase 
yesterday’s errors from your slate as they are gone from Mine. Blow that 
chalk dust away, as I have done. Walk as a child of light! For you ARE a 
child of light! (And begin sharing OUR story!). 

Prayer: Dearest Lord, Help us to see ourselves as YOU see us. Remind 
us we are, indeed, children of light! Amen. 

Janice Fry 



Thursday, March 23, 2023 
Psalm 130; James 5:1  

Waiting is a hard discipline for all of us. We are a culture of instant 
gratification and we could all wear the t-shirt that says, “Doesn’t wait 
well with others.” 

Waiting is a ‘learned behavior’ and waiting patiently is even harder! We 
miss so many opportunities to serve God because of our impatience to 
wait on His guidance. But as this scripture states, we need to learn to 
wait with our whole being.  

Let’s be intentional about our wait times this year - use them to pray for 
others and listen for God’s still small voice. Psalm 130 verses five and 
six fit right in with my word and scripture for 2023. I am using Isaiah 
40:8 - “The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of the Lord 
endures forever.” My scripture and The WORD of God is my “word” for 
the year.   

We as a nation, a church, a family and as individuals have forgotten HIS 
word. We want to steer our own ship in our own way! The Bible is our 
daily GPS for the way we should walk. God has created in each of us a 
thirst for more of Him through Bible study, fellowship with other 
Christian, and prayer. Let’s be intentional about our Bible study time and 
use it as The guide for our daily life.  

Prayer: Dear God, grant us WISDOM and let us WAIT patiently to 
discern Your will for us as a church, as a family, and as individuals, 
because in YOUR WORD, we put our HOPE! Amen. 

Sandy Williams 



Friday, March 24, 2023 
John 7:14-18, 28-30, 37-38  

As a youth pastor, I frequently spend time with tiny humans with lots of 
questions. I learned long ago to account for flexibility in my lessons, for 
one never knows how the mind of a child will discern, or more 
importantly deviate from, your intended landing point.  

Now this is the pivotal moment for me personally: will I have the 
humility to let the Spirit lead their hearts and minds, or will I engage my 
ego in an attempt to stay on topic? I fight back the internal hubris saying, 
“But Josh, we know things. They don’t know things… They think they 
know things, but we know things they need to know!” And then I hear 
the Spirit’s reply, “Do you…? Do they…?” 

I believe this is a critical battle front we’re facing today with this next 
generation of world-changers. And I believe Jesus gives us, so many 
times in scripture, a poignant picture of true wisdom… absolute absence 
of ego and personal agenda. Wisdom only comes from a deeply 
recognized need, or … thirst. This is where we learn, this is where we 
teach, this is where we grow… from an awareness of our utter 
dependence on Christ. And that is why I confidently say, I know nothing. 
Yet, in the same breath I confidently teach, “At all times, in all ways, in 
all things, #weworship.” … the One who does. 

Prayer: Abba, empty me of me. Build in me a true thirst for You. Amen. 

Josh Williams 



Saturday, March 25, 2023 
Isaiah 7:10-14 

Seven hundred years before the birth of Christ, Isaiah told King Ahaz of 
the Savior’s birth. Ahaz, King of Judah, was told by God to ask for a 
sign that Judah should not ally itself with Aram, Ephraim, or Assyria, but 
Ahaz, following teachings of the Torah, said he would not put God to the 
test. Isaiah was frustrated by this answer, and told Ahaz that God would 
give a sign, a boy would be born to a virgin, and He would be called 
Immanuel – God with Us; that Ahaz should stand firm because the land 
of the two kings Ahaz dreaded would be soon laid to waste. Isaiah told 
Ahaz, “If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all.” 
Isaiah 7: 9b. 

King Ahaz did not stand firm, and Assyria overran Judah, but Isaiah’s 
prophecies were true. Aram and Ephraim fell a few years later. And, 
seven hundred years later, Jesus, called Immanuel, was born to the 
Virgin Mary. 

When we ask God for instruction, and listen to His answer, He will be 
our strength. Standing firm in our faith will lead us to the future God 
plans for us. 

Prayer: Dear Father, give us ears to hear, eyes to see, and hands and 
feet willing to serve. Keep our faith strong with Your love. Amen. 

Fran Clement 



Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 26, 2023 
Psalm 130 

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 
2 Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my 
supplications! 
3 If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? 
4 But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. 
5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 
6 my soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the 
morning, more than those who watch for the morning. 
7 O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast 
love, and with him is great power to redeem. 
8 It is he who will redeem Israel from all its iniquities. 



Monday, March 27, 2023 
Acts 20:7-38 

We sometimes compare our journey with Christ to a marathon, and it is a 
great analogy. As Christians signing on for a lifetime marathon, we 
openly accept the challenges before us. We also recognize that it is a true 
marathon, but without competition and with Christ forever by our side, 
even when we stumble. 

No one’s race is like another’s. Races are in intervals like our lives: long 
and short, with periods that are hectic and busy with jobs, community, 
family, and faith. But then children grow up, spouses pass, community 
needs change and our work shifts. Whatever the season of pace, or the 
training, we have coaches and supporters along the way to give 
refreshment and encouragement as needed…all a runner has to do is 
reach out a hand. 

Small groups and study replenish us. Gathering in collective worship 
brings us together with joy and praise. Handing out food, laying a floor, 
playing with children, and observing quiet and reflective time each 
provides the balance and strength needed to cross the finish line. 

It’s interesting that runners train for months to run the 26.2 mile race by 
running different distances. May we train for a lifetime to win our race 
and be blessed by the words, “Well done good and faithful servant.” Let 
us testify to the Good News of God’s Grace as we run our race each day. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, as we run our race, may we be always aware of your 
Presence and testify to the good news of grace and love. Amen 

Amelia Fletcher 



Tuesday, March 28, 2023:   
Ephesians 2:1-10 

Before I knew with every fiber of my being that Jesus loved me so much 
that He died for me (as messed up as I was), my life was my own. I 
believed in Him, but I didn’t follow Him. I didn’t even really know Him. 
I just knew about Him. Joyce Meyer says it best: 
 
“The Bible says that when we were following the ways of the world, we 
were under the control of Satan. It says we obeyed the passions of the 
flesh and the impulses of the mind. We followed our own thoughts.Do 
any of you remember when you just did what you felt like, and did what 
you thought, and didn't even know that that was a problem at all?”   
 
That was me. From the time I began a personal relationship with Jesus to 
the present, He has become everything to me. I hear the voice of the 
Holy Spirit speaking to me in very personal and specific ways as I read 
God’s Word. I have discovered how He wants me to live. One of the 
greatest joys is that when I am obedient, I know that it is because He 
lives in me and gives me the strength and the passion to be more like 
Him. Because He has changed my life in ways I could never have 
thought or imagined, my heart and soul are filled with high expectations 
for the things He will continue to do. 

Prayer: Lord, Thank You for the gift of salvation, for the beginning of a 
life blessed by You.  Thank You for changing me from me-centered to 
You-centered.  As I live with You each day, may You be glorified. Amen.     

Janie McBeth 



Wednesday, March 29, 2023 
Matthew 22:23-33 

The Sadducees, who do not believe in the resurrection or in angels (Acts 
23:8), posed a trick question to Jesus about marriage at the resurrection. 
Jesus answered them using God’s own words from the portion of the 
Torah the Sadducees accept, to show there is a resurrection; and that the 
Sadducees had an erroneous vision of the resurrection: that not only do 
angels exist, but that humans would be as the angels in heaven regarding 
marriage (which to His audience equated to human sexuality). The 
Sadducees viewed the idea of the resurrection in earthly terms. Jesus 
pointed out that God’s power was greater than they imagined, and the 
resurrection is not to be considered in earthly terms. 

We are to seek the heavenly, not the earthly. What we know and can rely 
on about the resurrection comes from Jesus, who IS the resurrection, and 
not from our earthly experiences and ideas. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, strengthen our faith in your Word, who lived 
among us and taught us to seek the things of heaven, leaving earthly 
ideas behind. 

Fran Clement 



Thursday, March 30, 2023 
Philippians 1:1-11 

Have you ever been annoyed by a coworker that repeatedly shows up 
late to meetings? 
How about when your spouse forgets to take out the trash for the third 
week in a row? 
Or when your young children blame anyone but themselves for the state 
of their messy room? 

It's tempting to conclude that you have a lazy coworker, a forgetful 
husband, and unruly children, but it's also possible that you've fallen for 
something called the fundamental attribution error. Social psychology 
says that the fundamental attribution error happens whenever we falsely 
attribute someone's behavior solely to their personality, rather than to 
their environment. 

There’s a real danger that comes with the fundamental attribution error. 
It makes us box people in, limit their potential, and teaches us that 
change is impossible. 

Maybe our coworker isn't a late person by nature, but rather our office 
has created a culture in which lateness goes unchecked. Maybe our 
spouse isn't forgetful all the time, but we've failed to communicate 
clearly what we want because we're afraid of conflict. Maybe our 
children aren't creatures of chaos, but instead need our patient guidance.  

In today’s text Paul prays a bold prayer in which he not only expects 
more from his people, but, most strikingly, expects that God is the one 
capable of generating the change.  



He prays that the God who “began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus" (1:6) and that their love “may 
abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight” (1:9).  

This is a big prayer given to a big God who knows a thing or two about 
changing lives. I appreciate the heart and the humility it takes to ask God 
to do what He does best.  

This lent may we too boldly ask that God change the lives of our 
families, our neighbors, and our church and may that change start with 
us.  

Prayer: God, fill us with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of you alone. Amen.  

Dan McKee 



Friday, March 31, 2023 
Galatians 6:19 

Dear Child, 
You are here in part of My world, in Jamaica. You are not here for a 
vacation, (although I know you are looking at this lush beauty all around 
you in awe), but because you wanted to bring your love of Bible 
Journaling to the part of the world that Terry loves so much. You brought 
new journaling Bibles with you for the ladies and were ready to teach. 

But, as I often do, I flipped the tables on you! YOU were the one taught. 
YOU were the one who was blessed. The joy and tears overwhelmed 
you last night. You heard the stories of your new friends, and you shared 
a meal, and you shared scripture. You wondered if anything was more 
beautiful than hearing My word read in the soft dialect of these beautiful 
women! The women are the spiritual leaders here, in Jamaica.. They are 
strong and they know Me. And they know My Word. You were given 
such a gift of total acceptance and love and sisterhood, here. And you 
realized you felt more accepted here than places at home, at times! How 
can that be, you wondered?  

Tonight you cannot sleep because you keep remembering seeing the 
children outside in the rocky/dusty streets playing with broken glass and 
old cans. As you watched you heard much laughter and joy as they 
found little bottle caps to put on their “cars” they made. Immediately 
you were reminded of the expensive toy cars in your closet at home that 
your grandchildren barely notice! So how was there joy with those 
children in those broken pieces vs. shiny new toys? Oh, don't you see, 
my child? There is power in broken pieces!!! 



And in your broken places/pieces, I can create new things and heal those 
places but only if you will ask Me!  On your final day in Jamaica, just 
embrace all I am sending your way. The best is yet to come! 

Prayer: Dear Lord, Thank You for all our broken pieces, because You 
take all those and together create a beautiful mosaic of restoration and 
peace. Help us to turn to you all those broken and hurting parts in our 
lives this Lenten season. Amen 

Janice Fry 



Saturday, April 1, 2023 
Mark 10:32-34 

What words does your Bible use to describe the feelings or emotions of 
those who were following Jesus in this passage? My NIV says they were 
“amazed” and also “afraid.” The Message paraphrase says they were 
“puzzled and not just a little afraid.” The Amplified Bible says they were 
“perplexed” and also “alarmed and afraid.” And rightly so! Jesus had 
stayed away from Jerusalem because the Jewish leaders wanted to kill 
him, and now they are all going to go there? And to top it off, he’s 
telling the disciples of the awful things that are going to happen. I’m 
sure I would be confused, perplexed, afraid, and alarmed too! 

As I sit with this scripture passage, I am increasingly aware of the 
compassion of Jesus in sharing these things with his followers. It’s like 
as they followed Him down the mountaintop into the valley of the 
shadow of death, He wanted them to remember His Words and have 
hope. Hope that the God who knows (and is in control of) the future, is 
working miracles even when it seems impossible to see. Even when it 
looks like evil is winning. Even when the pain and grief is pressing in so 
deep that it’s hard to even breathe.  

Take courage. He is alive! He is working. And He will not leave you. 
Even though you walk through the valley of the shadow of death, do not 
be afraid because He is still with you. 

Prayer: Jesus, I confess sometimes I expect following you to mean I will 
have an easy life, devoid of suffering or problems. But you have told me 
ahead of time that in this world I will have trouble, but to take heart 
because you have overcome the world. Please open my ears to hear you 



better in these final days of the season of Lent, as I walk with you to the 
cross. Amen. 

Julianna Cooper 



Palm Sunday, April 2, 2023 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his steadfast love endures 
forever! Let Israel say, "His steadfast love endures forever." 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them 
and give thanks to the LORD. This is the gate of the LORD; the 
righteous shall enter through it. 

I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! O LORD, we beseech you, give us 
success! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. We bless you 
from the house of the LORD. The LORD is God, and he has given us 
light. Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the 
altar. 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will 
extol you. O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast 
love endures forever. 



Monday of Holy Week, April 3, 2023 
John 12:1-11 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of 
Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner 
for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with 
him. 

Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' 
feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. 

But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray 
him), said, "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii 
and the money given to the poor?" (He said this not because he cared 
about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse 
and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She 
bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always 
have the poor with you, but you do not always have me." 

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came 
not only because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised 
from the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as 
well, since it was on account of him that many of the Jews were 
deserting and were believing in Jesus. 



Tuesday of Holy Week, April 4, 2023 
John 12:20-36 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; 
then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 

Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 
Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 
it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those 
who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life. 
Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 
servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

"Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say--' Father, save me 
from this hour'? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came from heaven, "I have 
glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”  

The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others 
said, "An angel has spoken to him." 

Jesus answered, "This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now 
is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven 
out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 
myself.” He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 



 The crowd answered him, "We have heard from the law that the 
Messiah remains forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be 
lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?" 

Jesus said to them, "The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while 
you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you 
walk in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you 
have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become children of 
light." After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. 



Wednesday of Holy Week, April 5, 2023 
John 13:21-32 

After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, "Very truly, I 
tell you, one of you will betray me.” The disciples looked at one another, 
uncertain of whom he was speaking. One of his disciples--the one whom 
Jesus loved--was reclining next to him; Simon Peter therefore motioned 
to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. So while reclining next to 
Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is it?" 

Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I 
have dipped it in the dish." So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he 
gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. After he received the piece of 
bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, "Do quickly what you 
are going to do.” Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. 
Some thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was 
telling him, "Buy what we need for the festival"; or, that he should give 
something to the poor. So, after receiving the piece of bread, he 
immediately went out. And it was night. 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 



Maundy Thursday, April 6, 2023 
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had 
come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had 
already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. 
And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things 
into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 
got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around 
himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash 
my feet?” Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but 
later you will understand.” Peter said to him, "You will never wash my 
feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 
Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and 
my head!” Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to 
wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though 
not all of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he 
said, "Not all of you are clean.” After he had washed their feet, had put 
on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, "Do you 
know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord--and you 
are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have 
set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 

Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; 
and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you 
cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one 



another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” 



Good Friday, April 7, 2023 
Isaiah 53:1-12 

Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord 
been revealed? 

He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry 
ground. 
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 
appearance that we should desire him. 

He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and 
familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we 
held him in low esteem. 

Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered 
him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we 
are healed. 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own 
way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was 
led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is 
silent, so he did not open his mouth. 



By oppression and judgment he was taken away.Yet who of his 
generation protested? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of 
my people he was punished. 
  
He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, 
though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and 
though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his 
offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in 
his hand. 

After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his 
knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their 
iniquities. 

Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide 
the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and 
was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the transgressors. 



Holy Saturday, April 8, 2023 
1 Peter 4:1-8 

Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with 
the same attitude, because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 
As a result, they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil human 
desires, but rather for the will of God. For you have spent enough time 
in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, 
drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. They are 
surprised that you do not join them in their reckless, wild living, and 
they heap abuse on you. But they will have to give account to him who 
is ready to judge the living and the dead. For this is the reason the gospel 
was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be 
judged according to human standards in regard to the body, but live 
according to God in regard to the spirit. 

The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that 
you may pray. Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers 
over a multitude of sins. 


