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An Overview
Hi!
If you’re reading this, chances are you’ve been coming to Hope
Church for a bit and you’d like to know more about our church. If
that’s the case, keep reading. Maybe you want more than just
information; you want to know how you can get more involved.
This workbook will help you do just that. Perhaps you are fired up
about Hope Church, and you are eager to sink down roots and
partner with us in loving God and changing our world. That’s
awesome. This workbook will help you do that as well.
So, what is a church anyway?
That’s a great question, and we really need to start there. The
church is a part of God’s grand story in the Bible. Here is that
story in a nutshell. God has always existed as one God in three
persons, enjoying community with Himself as Father, Son, and
Spirit. God created our breathtaking universe and made our earth
a place of stunning creativity and life, complete with land and
seas and mountains and wildlife and flowers. God created a man
and woman in His image to give birth to a people who will enjoy
God in His grand creation forever.
This man and woman, however, disregarded God’s instructions.
Their sin in disobeying God had a corrupting influence on God’s
creation, bringing decay, illness, and death. This sin affected the
man and woman, bringing guilt, distance, fear, and mistrust into
their relationship with each other and with God.
This sin
subjected them to the judgment of God. These desperate
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consequences have fallen to everyone who has lived on the earth
since.
These consequences broke God’s heart, however, and God, at
great cost to Himself, chose to intervene. He started a nation of
people, the Jews, through which He would bring an answer to the
plague of sin. God, the Son, became a Jewish man and was
named Jesus. Jesus fully lived out the heart of God as a man,
and announced that He had come as God to bring forgiveness to
sinners and launch a community of people who would be forgiven
by God, follow His ways, and enjoy Him forever. He indicated He
would have to die to make this possible. He called on people to
trust Him, follow His ways, and join this new community.
In the process, however, Jesus stirred up the anger of a powerful
group of people who ended up getting him arrested, tried on false
charges, and executed as a criminal. What they intended for evil,
however, God used for good. When Jesus died, He took the
Father’s judgment against the world’s sin on Himself, allowing
God to justly pardon any sinner who humbly acknowledges his sin
and turns to follow Jesus Christ. Two days after Jesus’ death, He
came back to life, proving that death had no power over Him.
In the days following His death and resurrection, Jesus instructed
the community of His followers to live out His ways and to call
others to follow Him as their Savior and King.
Jesus then
returned to the heavens; and God the Spirit came to live among
these new believers and empower them to follow and serve God.
And so, the church was born. The church is the community of
people who have chosen to trust Jesus for forgiveness and follow
Him as the God of their lives. These very first believers devoted
themselves to meeting together to learn God’s ways, to pray, to
love others and to serve the needs of the world around them. And
that is how the church began. The roots of Hope Church go all
the way back to that first church.
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How did Hope Church begin? What’s the story?
Hope Church began in the heart of a man named Bill James, who
sensed God leading him to start a church in this region to reach
out to people who had little or no connection with God. Bill’s
special burden for young people and others whom the church had
neglected marks the church right up to today. The church began
as Haddam Neck Church in the early 1970s, meeting in the
basement of an early member’s home.
Within a couple of years, the church secured property in East
Hampton, changed its name to “East Hampton Bible Church,” and
began building a facility on Midwood Farm Road. God has
touched hundreds of lives through the church, under the
leadership of Bill James and three succeeding pastors. In 2009,
the church sold its Midwood Farm Road facility to a wonderful
Korean church, began meeting at the East Hampton High School,
and changed its name to Hope Church.
How would you describe the purpose of Hope Church?
It is fairly common for organizations these days to define their
purpose through a mission statement.
The best mission
statements are short, simple, and clear. Here are two memorable
mission statements for well-known organizations. See if you can
guess who they are!
“To help people save money so they can live better.”
“To make people happy.”
So, what do you think? Who’s trying to help people save money
so they can live better? That would be Walmart. And whose
mission is to make people happy? That’s the public mission
statement of Disney, though their mission statement could also be
“to take all the money Walmart helped you save!”
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We felt there was wisdom in capturing the purpose of our church
in a simple, but memorable mission statement. Here is what we
chose:
Love God. Love people. Serve the world.
O.K., this wording was not original to us. We borrowed it from
another church. Honestly, however, you can make the case that
this is the mission of all of God’s churches. When Jesus was
asked what the greatest Bible command of all time was, He
answered:
“'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as
yourself.'” (Matthew 22:37-39)
Jesus says that the two most important things we are called to do
are to love God and love other people. Love God. Love people.
The Bible is equally clear that loving people involves action or
serving.
“If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need
but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear
children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and
in truth.” (1 John 3:17-18)
You can’t love people without putting it into action. Real love
serves people, ALL people. That’s why we use the term “world.”
“Love God. Love people. Serve the world.” At our core, with
God’s help, this is what we are seeking to do.
So, how do you go about doing that?
One of the great things about our mission statement is that it not
only describes our purpose, but it also describes the process by
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which we get there. Everything starts with our response to God.
Our first calling is to love God--to acknowledge Him as God, to
trust His goodness and wisdom, to seek His forgiveness, and to
live out His heart. We start by helping people learn to move
toward and love God.
When you begin to love a God Who deeply loves people, you find
that you begin to love people more. It’s a natural progression.
Loving people is what God models and what God instructs.
Loving God moves us toward loving people. As you begin to love
people, you see their needs more clearly and a burden grows to
help meet those needs. Love for people isn’t static; it’s active.
When you begin to notice and care about others, you begin to
move toward meeting needs, toward serving. “Love God. Love
people. Serve the world.” It’s our purpose, but it also defines the
process.
Love God



Love people  Serve the world

How is Hope Church organized to pursue its mission?
Our church structures/activities are as simple as our mission
statement. In fact, for each of the three facets of our mission
statement, we have one key corresponding gathering or activity.
Our weekend church service centers around the “love God” piece
of our mission. We also host weekly small-group gatherings
(called Life Groups) which are aimed to nurture the “love people”
piece of our mission. Finally, we offer serving opportunities
through our Global-Local Outreach Team (GLO) that help us live
out the “serve the world” piece of our mission.
It’s as simple as that. We offer large-group weekend services
designed to help us love God. We offer small groups that help us
build relationships and love others.
We develop mission
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gatherings through which we can tangibly serve the needs of
people locally and globally.
Love God. Love people. Serve the world.
Weekend services. Life Groups. GLO Service Opportunities.
Simple, huh?
So, tell me about Hope Church’s weekend services.
Did we mention that we like to keep things simple? Our goal in
every weekend service is to help move every single person a bit
more toward God, regardless of where that person is in his or her
spiritual journey. We want the atheist who visits to consider the
remotest possibility that there may be a God. We want the
person burned by religion to sense a new ray of hope in God. We
want the person curious about God to have that curiosity
increased. We want the long-time follower of Jesus to take a new
step in understanding and loving God.
It takes work to connect with such a diverse array of people, but
we believe it’s possible. There are three values that guide our
service planning:
Connection: In communicating with people, Jesus engaged
people’s hearts and minds with stories and visuals. Following His
model, we use stories and pictures and videos and art and
interactive elements to help create connection moments. We’ve
found that people don’t respond to God as well when they’re
asleep!
Clarity: We work to communicate clearly. What God says in the
Bible is powerful stuff, but it’s possible to muddle it in our
communication. We take great pains to communicate with words
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and images that people can understand and relate to.
won’t respond to the truth unless they understand it.

People

Call to Action: We call people to action. The Bible reminds us to
be “doers of the Word” and not just hearers. God’s concern is not
that we simply know facts so that we can pass some kind of Bible
test. He wants to change our thinking, our character, and our
behavior. During our services, we leave time for people to ponder
how God is nudging them…and, yes, we do expect God to
“nudge” people!
Stylistically, our services are more informal and less structured,
which we believe helps to create a welcoming and teachable
environment. Most of our music is contemporary, growing out of
God’s instruction to “sing to the Lord a new song.” And while we
believe it is God’s heart that we praise him with the voice and
music of our culture, we also mix in some “classic” songs of
praise to God from past years or even generations.
What are Life Groups and how do they work?
Made in the image of God, we are relational people. We need the
love and care of others in our lives and we need to extend love
and care. Consider just a sampling of what God says we need to
give to and receive from other people:
Honor one another above yourselves. Romans 12:10
Accept one another as Christ accepted you. Romans 15:7
Love one another deeply from the heart. 1 Peter 1:22
Encourage one another daily… Hebrews 3:13
Comfort one another. 1 Thessalonians 4:18
Teach and admonish one another with all wisdom.
Colossians 3:16
•	

 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Romans 12:10
•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	
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•	

 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
Ephesians 5:21
•	

 Serve one another in love. Galatians 5:13
•	

 Carry each other’s burdens. Galatians 6:2
•	

 Be kind and compassionate to one another. Ephesians 4:32
•	

 Forgive whatever grievances you have against one another.
Colossians 3:13
•	

 Confess your sins to each other…and pray for each other, so
that you may be healed. James 5:16
For these things to happen, we have to be relationally engaged
with others. As a church, we have to be intentional about getting
together in settings where we can share and talk and serve.
When the church first emerged 2,000 years ago, they met in large
gatherings and they also met in smaller home gatherings. We
believe it is critical that our church is getting together regularly in
smaller home gatherings so people can build relationships, teach
and encourage each other, pray together, and help meet needs.
So, we are constantly looking to launch these smaller group
gatherings we call “Life Groups.” They are groups of anywhere
from 8-14 people who get together weekly for 8-10 week
“seasons.” Those group times typically include eating, sharing
stories, praying, encouraging, and seeking wisdom together from
the Bible. These groups, however, take a variety of shapes.
There are men’s groups, women’s groups, youth groups, mixed
groups, etc. Some groups have a particular Bible study focus.
Other groups may be built around a “recovery” focus, and others
may be especially geared to new Christians or to people
considering the decision to follow Jesus.
We believe that these group gatherings are essential in helping us
to love other people and to become the people that God intends
us to be. Things happen in these groups that can not possibly
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happen in our large-group weekend services. For this reason,
we would like every single person in Hope Church to be in some
kind of regular small group gathering. Seriously. They are that
important. We typically offer group signups every three months or
so, and we hope you’ll sign up in this next Life Group season.
You said Hope Church’s GLO team creates opportunities to
“serve the world.” Tell me more about that.
God poses this sobering question in the Bible: “If anyone has
material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity
on him, how can the love of God be in him?” (1 John 3:17)
The expected answer is: “It can’t.” Serving the needy is at the
core of what it means to love God and follow Jesus. It is
imperative, then, that Hope Church organizes itself to make that
happen. For that reason, we have established our Global-Local
Outreach (GLO) team to foster a passion for the needy, to create
serving opportunities, and to invest resources to serve the needy
locally and globally.
This means that our church will regularly offer service
opportunities where you can tangibly provide care and resources
for those in need. On any given Sunday, you can check out our
GLO table for the latest service opportunities.
Naturally, there are other arenas of service as well.
Each
weekend, we need a host of volunteers to help set up for
services, teach and care for children, provide audio/tech support,
greet, usher, and lead musical worship. Each Sunday, at our
information table, you will find a volunteer opportunities form
where you can sign up to serve. Hey, what are you waiting for?
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How does Hope Church help connect people to God in the
first place?
It’s all about relationships, about loving people. As we love and
serve people in our community and in our world, we are able to
introduce them to God and invite them to follow Him as well.
Jesus said:
"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden… In
the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”
(Matthew 5:14 &16)
The church is called to bring “light” to a community by loving and
serving, which helps to draw people to God.
Building
relationships with people and caring for them is the starting point
for people coming to love God themselves. We are called to build
friendships with people, serve them, share God’s love with them,
and invite them to love God and follow Jesus.
As a starting point for that, then, Hope Church also offers
“connection” gatherings designed to connect the people of Hope
Church with those outside of our church. These are events that
allow us to get to know people better in an informal, fun
environment. These may be picnics or kid’s fun days or ball
games or banquets.
The goal is having fun and building
friendships on the way to meeting people’s needs. As such, these
“connection” gatherings are a kind of serving gathering.
By the way, helping others to love God and follow Jesus is not
optional for Hope Church. A part of loving people is helping them
to love God and follow Jesus. It was Jesus himself who gave this
instruction to His church:
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“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age." (Matthew 28:19-20)
Jesus came to model the life we were created to live and to make
that life possible. He came to extend forgiveness for sin and
teach us the way to truly live. One of the most loving things we
can ever do for anyone is to introduce him or her to the amazing
life Jesus offers and call that person to follow Jesus as well. In
our invitation to others, we must never be judgmental,
condescending, or manipulative. Keep it simple. Love people.
Meet needs. Tell them about Jesus. Love people even more.
I see that Jesus mentioned baptizing people. What is that all
about?
Jesus instructed his church to baptize new disciples. In the
earliest days of the church, then, when people made the decision
to trust and follow Jesus, they were baptized with water. This
usually involved the person being submersed in a body of water.
It symbolized being cleaned up from sin and entering a new kind
of life. It was a tangible way for people to express their decision
to follow Jesus, and it allowed the church to celebrate with them.
We baptize in a similar way today. When someone decides to
follow Jesus, we encourage them to be baptized. Baptism, as we
understand it, is not the source of forgiveness, but the tangible
way in which people announce that they have embraced God’s
forgiveness. You might compare it to a wedding ring, which
tangibly announces to others that “I am with him” or “I’m hers.”
You don’t have to have a ring to be married, but it tangibly
identifies you with your spouse. In a similar way, baptism tangibly
identifies someone with Jesus. We have a couple of Sunday
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services each year in which people share the story of how they
came to trust Jesus, and we baptize them. They are some of the
most exciting and memorable Sundays of the year.
What are some of the things that make Hope Church unique?
We have identified nine values that shape the “Hope Church”
approach to ministry.
1. Relationships
We believe the church should be a place that nurtures authentic,
meaningful, and accountable relationships that are vital in growing
people who love and serve God and others. (Acts 2:42-46)
2. Excellence
We believe the church should uphold a high standard of
excellence in our personal lives and in ministry. (Genesis 1-2;
Colossians 3:17; Philippians 3:7-14; 2 Corinthians 8:7)
3. Leadership
We believe the church should be led by men and women with
leadership abilities and gifts who will lead the charge with vision,
boldness, passion, and integrity. (Romans 12:8)
4. Prayer
We believe the church should pray continually and fervently for
God’s power and wisdom in our personal lives and in ministry.
(Colossians 4:2; Hebrews 4:16)
5. Grace
We believe the church should be a place of acceptance, love,
friendliness, and joy, which reflects God’s heart and attracts
others to Jesus. (Acts 2:42-46)
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6. Outreach
We believe the church should seek out and love lost people and
become a place of salvation, hope, healing, and true community
for them. (Luke 15)
7. Relevance
We believe the church should follow Jesus’ model of being
relevant in our teaching, worship, outreach and programs.
(I Corinthians 9:19-23; Matthew 5-7)
8. Social Justice
We believe the church--as the hope of the world--must minister to
those who are suffering and in desperate need locally and
globally through generosity, mercy, and care. (Luke 10:30-37;
James 1:27; Luke 4:18-19)
9. Equipping
We believe the church should equip and develop people as
“ministers” and expect them to exercise their unique spiritual gifts
by connecting them to serving roles that best match those gifts.
(Ephesians 4; I Corinthians 12; Romans 12:4-8)
How is Hope Church led?
It is important to God that His church is well-led, and God speaks
about the role of church leaders many times. A great summary is
found in the Bible in 1 Peter 5:
To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of
Christ's sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be
revealed: Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care,
serving as overseers--not because you must, but because you
are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but
eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but
being examples to the flock. (1 Peter 5:1-3)
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Some key principles of Hope Church leadership flow from this
instruction:
The church belongs to God.
The church is called “God’s flock,” and He is the “Head
Shepherd.” All Hope Church leadership decisions must be
consistent with His instructions in the Bible. Church leadership is
first accountable to God Himself.
An elder team is entrusted by God with the responsibility to lead a
church.
God entrusts the leadership of His Church to human leaders,
whose most common designation was “elders.” Elders are called
to “direct the affairs of the church” (1 Timothy 5:17), to “take care
of God’s church” (1 Timothy 3:5), to oversee the teaching of the
church (Titus 1:9), and to be examples of the character of Jesus.
Elders are directly accountable to God for their leadership
(Hebrews 13:17).
It is God’s intent that “elders” (plural) lead a church, so Hope
Church has a team of elders. This team model provides a second
layer of accountability. No one person makes the overall
leadership decisions. Though the Hope Church Elder Team is led
by a Senior Pastor, leadership decisions are made in team. Team
leadership helps to foster humility, interdependence, trust, and
balanced decision-making. Elders are first accountable to God
and then to a team.
Leadership should be serving, not self-serving.
Leaders are called to manage, not manipulate. They are called to
direct, not dominate. Rather than serve their own needs, they are
called to serve the needs of those they lead. As such, God asks
church participants to willingly submit to their leadership
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(Hebrews 13:17). When it comes to elder leadership, character
matters and God highlights key character qualities that should
mark the lives of elders (1 Timothy 3).
At Hope Church, then, an Elder Team provides big-picture
leadership for the direction and instruction of the church. They
appoint key leaders and initiate key directional decisions. The
Hope Church Elder Team has chosen to make itself accountable
to the church body by submitting specific decisions for the
affirmation of church partners (a term we’ll describe later…we
promise!).
Are Elders the only leaders at Hope Church?
In the earliest days of the church, you see that elders appointed
other leaders to take ministry responsibilities that would free the
Elder Team to prayerfully lead overall church direction. In a
similar way, Hope Church elders hand off key areas of ministry
leadership to “Ministry Leaders,” men and women marked by
character and appropriate skills. They provide leadership in areas
like finance, youth, GLO, technical support, food services, and
much more.
What are the core Bible beliefs of Hope Church?
The Bible: The sole basis of our belief is the Bible, composed of
the 66 books of the Old and New Testament. We believe that the
Scripture in its entirety originated with God and that it was given
through the instrumentality of chosen men. Scripture thus at one
time speaks with the authority of God and reflects the
backgrounds, styles, and vocabularies of the human authors. We
hold that the Scriptures are infallible and inerrant in the original
manuscripts. They are the unique, full, and final authority on all
matters of faith and practice, and there are no other writings
similarly inspired by God (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:21).
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God: We believe that there is one true, holy God, eternally
existing in three persons--Father, Son, and Holy Spirit--each of
Whom possesses equally all the attributes of deity and the
characteristics of personality. In the beginning God created out of
nothing the world and all the things therein, thus manifesting the
glory of His power, wisdom, and goodness. By His sovereign
power, He continues to sustain His creation. By His providence,
He is operating throughout history to fulfill His redemptive
purposes (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Genesis 1:1; John
1:1; Colossians 1:15-17).
Salvation: The central purpose of God’s revelation in Scripture is
to call all people into fellowship with Himself. Originally created to
have fellowship with God, man defied God, choosing to go his
own independent way, and thus was alienated from God and
suffered the corruption of his nature, rendering him unable to
please God. The fall took place at the beginning of human
history, and all individuals since have suffered these
consequences and are thus in need of the saving grace of God
(Romans 5:12; Ephesians 2:1-3).
The salvation of mankind is, then, wholly a work of God’s free
grace, not the result, in whole or in part, of human works or
goodness, and must be personally appropriated by repentance
and faith. When God begins a saving work in the heart of any
person, He gives assurance in His Word that He will continue
performing it until the day of its full consummation (Ephesians
1:4-7; Ephesians 2:8-9; Acts 3:19; John 3:16; Philippians 1:6).
Jesus Christ: Jesus Christ is the eternal second person of the
Trinity who was united forever with a true human nature by
miraculous conception and virgin birth. He lived a life of perfect
obedience to the Father and voluntarily atoned for the sins of all
by dying on the cross as their substitute, thus satisfying divine
justice and accomplishing salvation for all who trust in Him alone.
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He rose from the dead in the same body, though glorified, in
which he lived and died. He ascended into heaven, and sat down
at the right hand of the Father, where He, the only Mediator
between God and man, continually makes intercession for His
own. He shall come again to earth, personally and visibly, to
consummate history and the eternal plan of God the Father (John
1:1; Luke 1:34-35; 1 John 2:1-2; Hebrews 1:3; 1 Timothy 2:5-6;
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).
The Holy Spirit: The essential accompaniment of a genuine
saving relationship with Jesus Christ is a life of holiness and
obedience, attained by believers as they submit to the Holy Spirit,
the third Person of the Trinity. He was sent into the world by the
Father and the Son to apply to mankind the saving work of Christ.
He enlightens the minds of sinners, awakens in them a
recognition of their need of a Savior and regenerates them. At the
point of salvation, He permanently indwells every believer to
become the source of assurance, strength, and wisdom, and
uniquely endows each believer with gifts for the building up of the
body. The Holy Spirit guides believers in understanding and
applying the Scripture. His power and control are appropriated by
faith, making it possible for the believer to lead a life of Christ-like
character and to bear fruit to the glory of the Father (Ephesians
1:13; John 16:7-15; 1 Corinthians 12:7-11; Galatians 5:22-25).
Human Destiny: Death seals the eternal destiny of each person.
For all mankind, there will be a resurrection of the body into the
spiritual world and a judgment that will determine the fate of each
individual. Unbelievers will be separated from God into
condemnation. God’s judgment will reveal His justice in
consigning them to perpetuate in eternal retribution their own
rejection of God. Believers will be received into eternal
communion with God and will be rewarded for works done in this
life (Hebrews 9:27; 2 Peter 2:4-9; Matthew 25:46; Revelation
21:1-8).
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The Church: The corollary of union with Jesus Christ is that all
believers become members of His body, the Church. There is
one true universal Church, comprised of all those who
acknowledge Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. The Scripture
commands believers to gather together to devote themselves to
worship, prayer, the teaching of the Word, the observance of
baptism and communion as the sacramentarian ordinances
established by Jesus Christ, fellowship, service to the body
through the development and use of talents and gifts, and
outreach to the world (1 Corinthians 12:12-13; Hebrews 10:25;
Acts 2:42-47; Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26).
Wherever God’s people meet regularly in obedience to this
command, there is the local expression of the church. Under the
watchcare of elders and other supportive leadership, its members
are to work together in love and unity, intent on the one ultimate
purpose of glorifying Christ.
Faith and Practice: Scripture is the final authority in all matters of
faith and practice. This church recognizes that it cannot bind the
conscience of individual members in areas where Scripture is
silent. Rather, each believer is to be led in those areas by the
Lord, to whom he or she alone is ultimately responsible. We
believe the Statement of Faith to be an accurate summary of what
Scripture teaches. All partners are asked to refrain from
advocating doctrines that are not included in the Statement of
Faith in such a way as to cause dissension (2 Timothy 3:16;
Romans 14:1-5, 19; Romans 12:16-18).
NOTE: The wording of the above statement of faith has been
taken by permission from the Elder Team of Willow Creek
Community Church. The Scripture references have been added
by Hope Church.
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So, how can I become a member of this church?
We’re glad you asked, but we’ve decided not to use the term
“member.” We much prefer the term “partner.” The term “partner”
connotes a team or community while “member” has a more
individual feel. “Member” can carry the idea of privilege or status.
You may remember the credit card slogan: “membership has its
privileges.”
On the other hand, “partnership” connotes
responsibility. We are working together to make something
happen. The Bible itself references the work of a church as a
“partnership in the gospel.” (Philippians 1:5)
So, while some churches use the term “member” to designate
those who commit to their church, we use the term “partner.”
Hope Church partners are those who have linked arms and hearts
to live out God’s heart and mission for this church.
Is becoming a partner important?
Partnering with a healthy church community is very important.
God wants us to be vitally connected with other Christians in
order to become all God intends for us to be. You’ll never learn to
become a great soccer player by yourself. Similarly, you’ll never
learn to love God deeply by yourself. We need others to help us
excel; God made it that way.
Our call to love God, love others, and serve the world requires
that we commit together as a community--pooling our time,
stories, talents, and resources to make maximum impact. We are
told that the very first believers in Jesus “devoted” themselves to
work of the church community: prayer, teaching, giving, serving,
and worship (Acts 2:42-47).
Partnership is a practical and
tangible way then for people to commit themselves to the life and
work of Hope Church.
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How do I partner with Hope Church?
The process is relatively simple, but you will see that the
commitment level is high, in keeping with the instructions of Jesus
Himself, who calls us to love God more than any other person or
thing in our lives. So the partnership process is simple, but the
expectations are high. Here is how it works.
First, we want you to visit Hope Church services for awhile to get
to know us. The next step is to, well, read the workbook you’re
now reading and to work through the “on your own” exercises in
the back. You will see that we ask partners to make eight
commitments built around our mission to love God, love people,
and serve the world. The “on your own” exercises will give you a
feel for why we believe these commitments are so critical. Finally,
you will meet with an advisor who will answer your questions and
clarify partner commitments.
So, what are these eight core partner commitments?
In Hope Church partnership, people devote themselves to “love
God, love people, and serve the world” as a part of this faith
community. The leadership of Hope Church has identified eight
biblical practices that are vital to nurturing healthy Christians and
a healthy faith community, and we ask Hope Church partners to
commit themselves to those practices. In reality, they are core
practices that God wants all of his followers to be doing. For that
reason, we will challenge every Christ-follower in our church to
pursue these commitments. They are required commitments,
though, for those who want to partner with Hope Church.
Love God
• I will regularly participate in the weekend gatherings of Hope
Church for training, worship, and connecting with new people.
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• I will strive to live out God’s commands and instruction for life
found in the Bible.
• I will regularly pray and seek out God’s wisdom in the Bible.
Love People
• In relationships with others, I will work to show compassion,
extend forgiveness, and pursue reconciliation when a conflict or
hurt surfaces between me and someone else.
• I will connect with other Christians through a Life Group or other
regular gathering for prayer, instruction, accountability, and
building friendships.
Serve the World
• I will use my time and God-given abilities to serve the church
community and others on a regular basis.
• I will generously give of my financial resources to aid the needy
and support the ministry efforts of Hope Church.
• I will love and serve people outside of our church, helping them
to understand and embrace the love of God.
What are the core requirements to partner with Hope
Church?
Hope Church is a community of those who have made the
decision to trust and follow Jesus. Naturally, then, a partner has
to have made that decision. In addition, we ask that partners
support the core beliefs and core values of Hope Church. Finally,
a partner must embrace the eight core partnership commitments.
Partnership is available to those who are 16 years of age or older.
Once I become a partner, am I a partner indefinitely?
Not exactly. We do hope to partner together with you for a long
time, but we ask partners to renew their partnership annually. As
important as the partnership commitment is, we feel that it should
be carefully considered and renewed on an annual basis.
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Therefore, in the first quarter of each calendar year you will have
the opportunity to renew your partnership.
You can voluntarily end your partnership, then, by not renewing.
In addition, the church may end your partnership if a core
commitment is being consistently or blatantly ignored. A decision
like that will never be made, however, without first contacting you
to hear your heart in the matter. Ending someone’s partnership
is a rare decision that is only made after considerable prayer and
after we have made every reasonable attempt to resolve the
concern.
What responsibilities does a partner have?
Beyond the responsibility to live out the commitments of
partnership, partners are also asked to pray, provide input, and
affirm key Elder Team decisions. Hope Church elders have made
themselves accountable to the partnership of the church by
asking them to affirm four specific elder decisions: implementation
of the church budget, the sale/purchase of property, adding new
elders, and amending church bylaws. Note also that partnership
is required for those who serve Hope Church in key leadership or
teaching roles.
Is it really necessary to have a “formal” partnership process?
The Bible nowhere requires such a process, but we believe there
are healthy reasons for having one. Partnership is a tool to help
people devote themselves to values and practices that will shape
a heart in them to love God, love people, and serve the world as a
part of the Hope Church community. We think of a marriage. Is it
necessary to make public formal vows? No, but it is a healthy
practice that highlights the importance of commitment in a
marriage.
In a similar way, formal partnership is a healthy
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practice that highlights the critical importance of commitment in a
church community.
There are other benefits. Partnership creates the opportunity to
highlight the commitments that are vital to a healthy church. It
helps people see that “church” is not simply a building or a
Sunday meeting; The church is more than “whoever decides to
show up on a given Sunday morning.” The partnership process
creates a teachable moment to talk about the heart of Hope
Church and the practices that are vital to Christian health and
church health. It helps foster accountability for people to “love
God, love people, and serve the world.” Practically speaking, it
also identifies those who will affirm key Elder Team decisions.
What if I decide not to be a partner?
We love your honest question. Our question in return would be:
why are you hesitant to become a partner? Perhaps, you’ve had
a really bad church experience. That kills us, and it happens too
often. At the same time, we’d hate to see that past experience
keep you from connecting with a church community that could
really be life-giving.
Maybe, you sort of react to formal
commitments. By personality, even some of our church leaders
react to “formal” commitments. We understand that. At the same
time, these commitments are basically things Jesus asks of all of
His followers. They’re things God wants you to pursue anyway.
We’re glad you’re thinking through this carefully, but we really
believe it’s important to tangibly commit to a church community.
We’d love for you to partner with us, but we understand our
church will not be the best fit for every person. If you don’t
partner here, find a good, healthy church and partner with them.
We should add that if you are a follower of Jesus and you come to
our services, we will challenge you to live out partner
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commitments whether you choose to officially become a partner
or not.
What are the steps I need to take, then, in order to become a
partner?
There are five basic steps to the process.
Workbook. Application. Orientation. Interview. Confirmation.
The first step is completing this workbook. You’re already halfway
there! In the pages ahead, you’ll find nine “on your own” Bible
studies that are built around topics like trusting Jesus, baptism,
and the core commitments we ask partners to make. Read
through the Bible quotes and respond to the questions. These
studies are a tool for your personal benefit. You will not be turning
them in.
Take your time working through these studies. We encourage
you to do no more than one per day. For some of you, these
studies will review many things you already know well. In the
review, however, God may give you some fresh insights or point
out something you have drifted away from, so approach the
studies with a teachable spirit.
The next step toward partnership is to fill out the Hope Church
partnership application and to sign up for the next scheduled
partnership orientation.
If, after the orientation, you wish to
pursue partnership, we will schedule a partnership confirmation
interview with one of our elders.
The confirmation interview is an important relational component to
the partnership process. You’ll be talking to a Hope Church elder
who is there to help answer your questions, clarify the partner
commitments, discuss spiritual goals, and support you in
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completing the partnership process. You should plan to block off
about thirty minutes for the interview.
When the interviewing elder signs off on your application, the
process is complete. You are an official partner of Hope Church.
Be aware that the same elder will check in with you every 4-6
months or so to see how you’re doing and respond to any
questions or concerns you have about the church.
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On Your Own...
Nine Studies

Note: All of the Bible quotes in these “On Your Own” studies come
from the New International Version (NIV) of the Bible, unless
otherwise noted.
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On Your Own: Saved and Lost
The term “lost” shows up in our language in a lot of different ways:
“lost at sea,” “lost the game,” “a lost child” “he looked lost,” “lost
on a country road, or “lost an earring.” What are some other
meanings for the word “lost?”
Do you remember a specific experience of being lost?

Jesus described why he came to our earth: “For the Son of Man
came to seek and to save what was lost." (Luke 19:10)
In what way or ways do you think Jesus is using the term
“lost” in Luke 19:10?

In the Bible, the word “save” is frequently connected with Jesus.
Below are just a couple of examples:
“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." (Matthew
1:21)
“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world through him.” (John 3:17)
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“You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless,
Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a
righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly
dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have
now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be
saved from God's wrath through him!” (Romans 5:6-10)
What do you think it means that Jesus “saves” people from
their sins?

What did Jesus do to “save” us from our sins?

Note: God “saving” people involves an element of mystery. In
some way, Jesus, by willingly accepting death, was able to absorb
the just judgment of God against our sins. Since the penalty of
our sin has been paid for, we can receive a “pardon” and have our
sin record cleared entirely. So, the Bible says: “God made him
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)
The Bible suggests that we have to take some kind of step in
order to be saved or rescued. Just as a drowning person must
reach out for the flotation device or entrust himself to the rescuer,
so we must make a move toward Jesus, the rescuer. Jesus told a
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story that describes very simply what someone must do to be
“saved” by God:
“To some who were confident of their own righteousness and
looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: "Two
men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other
a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself:
'God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers,
adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and
give a tenth of all I get.' "But the tax collector stood at a distance.
He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and
said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' "I tell you that this man,
rather than the other, went home justified before God. For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who
humbles himself will be exalted." (Luke 18:9-14)
For someone to be saved or “justified” or made right with
God, what is one thing he or she must do?
What kind of attitude(s) is necessary for someone to be
“justified” with God?

The Bible describes another “move” we make toward being saved
by God: “That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord,"
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are
justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are
saved.” (Romans 10:9-10)
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What shift has to take place in one’s thinking and choices in
order to receive the salvation that God extends?

Some people have the idea that you have to do good works in
order to be saved and accepted by God, while others believe that
you do good works as a response to God’s gift of forgiveness.
What conclusion would you draw from the Bible verses
below?

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--not by works, so that no
one can boast. For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do.” (Ephesians 2:8-10)
“(God) has saved us and called us to a holy life--not because of
anything we have done but because of his own purpose and
grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the
beginning of time.” (2 Timothy 1:9)
In broad strokes, salvation comes to those who acknowledge their
broken condition and humbly ask God for help. Rather than work
to earn God’s forgiveness, they trust what Jesus has done to win
their forgiveness and surrender to follow Him as their Leader. In
response, God extends complete forgiveness and “adopts” them
into His forgiven family, people who will enjoy a new relationship
with God now and, after this life ends, forever. Salvation is a
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remarkable gift from God, as expressed in the words to the
classic song, “Amazing Grace.” “Amazing grace, how sweet the
sound, that saved a wretch like me. I once was lost, but now am
found, Twas blind, but now I see.” (John Newton)
Have you embraced this grace that God extends?
If not, what do you think may be holding you back?

Recommended Resources: Mere Christianity, by C.S. Lewis;
Prodigal God, by Tim Keller; The Jesus I Never Knew, by Philip
Yancey; How Good is Good Enough? by Andy Stanley
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On Your Own: Helping Others
Move Toward God
One term the Bible uses to describe those who have decided to
trust and follow Jesus is the word “disciple.” It’s a term we
occasionally use today. A basketball coach may be called a “John
Wooden disciple,” meaning he follows something of the practice
or teaching of that great basketball coach. He is a follower. The
Bible describes followers of Jesus as disciples. Jesus gave the
following instructions to his earliest followers two thousand years
ago:
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
The reason any one of us has decided to be saved and become a
disciple of Jesus is because Jesus’ earliest followers took His
words seriously and devoted themselves to helping other people
follow Jesus. It is our responsibility to continue calling others to
become disciples.
Another Bible passage describes our
responsibility this way:
“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins
against them. And he has committed to us the message of
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though
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God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on
Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:18-20)
What does an ambassador for America do?

As “ambassadors” for God, what are we instructed to do?

What does this instruction make you feel?
 fearful

 excited

 All of the above!

 uncertain

 inadequate

 other: _____________________

The Bible points to a variety of ways in which we influence or help
people to trust Jesus and be reconciled to God. Consider some
of the following Bible instructions:
In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. (Matthew
5:16)
Based on this verse, what is one thing you can do that can
influence others to recognize God and take Him more
seriously?

But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for
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the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.
(1 Peter 3:15)
In talking about Jesus, should Christians be more like
telemarketers or tour guides?
What do we learn about how we should interact with other
people?

Don’t underestimate the power of the story of how you came to
find hope in Jesus. Take a moment to put into words the story of
how you have come to find hope in Jesus.
My “Hope” Story:

NOTE: Some Christians mistakenly believe that, before they talk
to anyone about Jesus, they have to be able to answer every
possible question someone could ask about Jesus or the Bible.
The one question a Christian should be able to answer is how he
or she has found forgiveness and hope through Jesus. In other
words, a Christian should be able to share his/her story of trusting
Jesus.
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There is an interesting story in the Bible about a tax collector
named Matthew who decided to trust and follow Jesus. Read
below and see what Matthew decided to do to help his work
buddies get to know Jesus better.
“After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of
Levi sitting at his tax booth. "Follow me," Jesus said to him, and
Levi got up, left everything and followed him. Then Levi held a
great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax
collectors and others were eating with them. But the Pharisees
and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect
complained to his disciples, "Why do you eat and drink with tax
collectors and 'sinners'?" Jesus answered them, "It is not the
healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call
the righteous, but sinners to repentance." (Luke 5:27-32)
Does Matthew’s party idea surface any ideas for how
Christians can help introduce their friends to the grace and
message of Jesus?

Jesus’ words suggest that one of the most powerful ways
Christians introduce people to His life and message is through
their friendships--by hanging out with people who have yet to trust
Him.
Recommended resources: Reimagining Evangelism, by Rick
Richardson; Permission Evangelism, by Michael Simpson, Corner
Conversations and Questioning Evangelism by Randy Newman
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On Your Own: Baptism
One of the first instructions regarding baptism came from Jesus
Himself. Speaking to his first followers (disciples), he said:
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
What do Jesus’ words suggest about the importance of
baptism?

A common question about baptism is whether it is required in
order for someone to be forgiven of sin and become a Christian.
The Bible repeatedly notes that salvation comes through faith in
Jesus. (For example: John 3:16, Ephesians 2:8-9, John 1:12,
Romans 10:9, etc.) There are two Bible quotes that have led
some to believe that baptism is required to receive God’s
salvation: Acts 2:38 and Mark 15:16. Here is what Jesus says in
Mark 35:16:
“Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever
does not believe will be condemned.”
For Jesus, baptism was closely related to the decision to trust
Him; That is why He taught his followers to baptize new disciples
(Matthew 28:19-20). However, Jesus is clear that the failure to
trust him is what keeps people from salvation: “whoever does not
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believe will be condemned.” Trusting Him for forgiveness is the
core component of salvation.
Do you think every follower of Jesus should be baptized?
Why or why not?

The Bible describes several instances in which people were
baptized. From some of the descriptions below, what can we
observe about when people were baptized? What typically
happened before someone was baptized?
Acts 2:41--“Those who accepted his message were baptized.”
Acts 8:12--“But when they believed Philip as he preached the
good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ,
they were baptized, both men and women.”
Acts18:8--“Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household
believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who heard him
believed, and were baptized.”

NOTE: In every account of someone being baptized in the Bible,
they were baptized after they had made the decision to trust
Jesus. This is one reason why Hope Church does not baptize
infants. The infant has not yet made a conscious decision to
follow Christ. There is not one specific example in the entire New
Testament of an infant being baptized, and there is no record of
the practice in the earliest decades of the church. Those who
believed were baptized. Baptism publicly confirms one’s own
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decision to trust Jesus. If you were baptized as an infant, that is
not a bad thing at all. It suggests that your parents were
concerned about your spiritual life from your very first days, and
that is a special gift.
What do you think? If someone has been baptized as an
infant and makes a decision to follow Jesus later, do you
think he or she should be baptized again?
What advantages do you see?
What disadvantages?

NOTE: You are probably aware that churches baptize people in
different ways. Some churches baptize with just a few sprinkles
of water; some pour water over a person; and still other churches
take people all the way under the water--they dunk them. Well,
Hope Church is a dunking church! Now, we aren’t going to fight
you over how much water you use to baptize, but there’s a reason
why we baptize like we do. The word “baptize” literally means to
“dip” or “immerse.” The dipping of someone under water and
bringing them back up (which we always do!) powerfully pictures
the decision one has made to trust in the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins. The
image of resurrection in the coming up out of the water is very
graphic and powerful. For the first couple of centuries of the
church, people were baptized by being dipped under water, and
we follow that same practice today.
Have you ever been baptized?
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On Your Own: The Bible
By now, it’s pretty obvious that we take the Bible’s instruction
seriously. These very studies are built around the words of the
Bible.
Consider what one Bible writer says about the Bible, or the “Holy
Scriptures.”
“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have
become convinced of, because you know those from whom you
learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so
that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good
work.” (2 Timothy 3:14-16)
What are some of the things that the Bible (Holy Scriptures)
is useful for? What are things it gives guidance for?

The passage above highlights that God is the source of the Bible.
Another passage describes something of how God passed the
Bible or Scriptures on to us:
“Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture
came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy
never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Peter 1:20-21)
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In what unique way did God choose to communicate to us
through the Bible?

In the Bible, you will find instructions, promises, wise counsel,
warnings, commands, examples to follow and examples to avoid.
“The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of
the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts
of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of
the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of the
LORD is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the LORD
are sure and altogether righteous. They are more precious than
gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than
honey from the comb. By them is your servant warned; in
keeping them there is great reward.” (Psalm 19:7-11)
What are some of the benefits of reading God’s Words,
reflecting on them, and following their guidance?

“Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the
wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.
But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he
meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of
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water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not
wither. Whatever he does prospers.” (Psalm 1:1-3)
There are good places to get counsel and bad places to get
counsel. How often does the blessed person seek out and
reflect on God’s counsel?

What are some creative ways in which you could “listen to”
and reflect on God’s Word in a day?

This psalm uses the image of God’s Word as water for a tree.
Jesus said: "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but
on every word that comes from the mouth of God. (Matthew 4:4)
What do the images of bread and water suggest about the
nature and importance of God’s Word for our lives?

There is value in blocking off some time each day to read the
Bible and ponder God’s words, much as we block off time for a
meal.
What time might work best for you: morning,
afternoon, or evening?
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Some people find that using a Bible reading plan helps them to
read the Bible more consistently. You can find various Bible
reading plans at www.biblestudytools.com

Recommended resources: How To Read the Bible For All It’s
Worth by Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart; Bible Study
Methods by Rick Warren;
www.biblestudytools.com
www.biblegateway.com
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On Your Own: Obedience
O.K., you’ve seen the Bible quote below several times now, but
there is another valuable instruction in it.
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.” (Matthew 28:19-20, NIV)
The decision to trust and follow Jesus involves obeying the life
instructions that Jesus gives. In another place in the Bible, Jesus
says this:
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts
them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the
rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its
foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of
mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who
built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose,
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a
great crash." (Matthew 7:24-27)
To what is the person who ignores Jesus’ instructions
compared?
What is His point? What are the consequences of disobeying
His instructions?
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“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do
what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what
it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he
looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that
gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he
has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he
does.” (James 1:22-25)
What does this Bible quote say about people who know the
Bible’s instructions but don’t act on them?

What are some of the reasons why we don’t obey God’s
instructions?

Recommended resources: The Life You’ve Always Wanted by
John Ortberg, Descending into Greatness by Bill Hybels, Your
God is Too Safe, by Mark Buchanan, The Cost of Discipleship by
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, In His Steps, by Robert Sheldon, My Utmost
for His Highest by Oswald Chambers
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On Your Own: Prayer
If someone asked you what prayer was, what would you tell
them?

Consider some interesting things that Jesus said about prayer:
"This, then, is how you should pray: "'Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the
evil one.'” (Matthew 6:9-13)
Many people have memorized this prayer, but it is more than
simply a prayer to recite.
It models how God wants us to
approach Him in prayer and the kinds of things He wants us to
talk to Him about.
How does God want us to “see” Him and our relationship to
Him as we pray?
How should our prayer for God’s will to be done on earth
affect our choices?
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Jesus tells us to ask Him for our “daily bread.” What kinds of
things might that include? What are some things He wants
us to ask Him for?

Jesus teaches us to ask for forgiveness when we pray. When we
ask Him to forgive our sins, what should that remind us to
do?

What other things does Jesus remind us to pray about?

Consider some other things Jesus said about prayer:
"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be
seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward
in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and
pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees
what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not
keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard
because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father
knows what you need before you ask him. (Matthew 6:5-8)
What is the value(s) of praying in a quiet, secluded place?
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Do you think Jesus is saying that we shouldn’t pray with
others or shouldn’t pray out loud…or is He making a
different point?
What do you think He is emphasizing here?

If God already knows what our needs are, why is it so
important to Him that we share our needs with Him?

Recommended resources: Hearing God by Dallas Willard, Too
Busy Not to Pray by Bill Hybels, How to Pray by R.A. Torrey
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On Your Own: Forgiveness and
Reconciliation
Almost nothing breaks the heart of God more than strained and
fractured relationships. Central to reconciling relationships is the
choice to forgive.
“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander,
along with every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to
one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave
you.” (Ephesians 4:31-32)
We are called to forgive others as Jesus forgives us. What are
some of the qualities that mark God’s forgiveness?

Do arguments and divisions show up in churches?
“Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments,
because you know they produce quarrels. And the Lord's servant
must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to
teach, not resentful.” (2 Timothy 2:23-24)
With what kind of attitude and approach should we respond
to potentially divisive situations?
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"If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just
between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your
brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others along,
so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony of two
or three witnesses.' If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as
you would a pagan or a tax collector.” (Matthew 18:15-17)
Put into your own words, the process Jesus encourages for
handling resolution.

What can be beneficial about bringing in another party to
help resolve a conflict?

Consider another word of wisdom from Jesus: "Therefore, if you
are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your
brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of
the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come
and offer your gift. (Matthew 5:23-24)
What surprising counsel do you find in this instruction?

In light of Jesus’ instructions above, what are some ways of
handling conflict that aren’t particularly healthy?
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The worst possible thing we can do is to ignore conflict--hoping it
will just go away, or waiting for the other person to come to us, or
refusing to forgive. Because a conflict involves two people, we
cannot guarantee reconciliation will occur, but we must do every
reasonable thing in our power to pursue reconciliation.

Recommended Resources: The Peacemaker by Ken Sande,
Freedom of Forgiveness by David Augsburger
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On Your Own: Christian Community
“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward
love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as
some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another
—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews
10:24-25)
God notes two or three things that He wants to happen when
Christians gather together as a church.
Describe those
things in your own words:

Consider this description of the earliest days of the Christian
church:
“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was
filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were
done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had
everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they
gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising
God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added
to their number daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:42-47)
When the church gathered in its earliest days, what were
some of the things they devoted themselves to in their time
together?
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The church gathered as a large group in the temple courts and as
smaller groups in homes. Below are several instructions God
gives regarding how we relate to each other. Which of the
them happen best in a larger group setting, which of them
happen best in a smaller group setting, and which can
happen effectively in either setting. To the right of each write
either a “L” for large, an “S” for small, or a “B” for both.
•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	

•	


Honor one another above yourselves. Romans 12:10
Accept one another as Christ accepted you. Romans 15:7
Love one another deeply from the heart. 1 Peter 1:22
Encourage one another daily… Hebrews 3:13
Comfort one another. 1 Thessalonians 4:18
Teach and admonish one another with all wisdom.
Colossians 3:16
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Romans 12:10
Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
Ephesians 5:21
Serve one another in love. Galatians 5:13
Carry each other’s burdens. Galatians 6:2
Be Kind and compassionate to one another. Ephesians 4:32
Forgive whatever grievances you have against one another.
Colossians 3:13
Confess your sins to each other…and pray for each other, so
that you may be healed. James 5:16

Which of the above come more naturally for you and which
of the above are harder for you to do?

Additional resources: The Purpose-Driven Life by Rick Warren
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On Your Own: Spiritual Gifts
When someone has a special ability to do something well, we
sometimes call that ability a “gift.” Some may wonder if they have
any such gift. Those who trust Jesus, however, can be sure that
they do, because God says that He gives every believer a unique
ability or abilities to serve His church--something the Bible calls a
“spiritual gift.”
“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think
of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself
with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God
has given you. Just as each of us has one body with many
members, and these members do not all have the same
function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts,
according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let
him use it in proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if
it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage;
if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously;
if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy,
let him do it cheerfully.” (Romans 12:3-8)
“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the
message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by
means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous
powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between
spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to
still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work
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of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just
as he determines.” (1 Corinthians 12:7-11)
Why does God give these abilities to us?
purpose?

What is their

The Spirit of God gives different gifts to different people. No one
gets them all. Why do you think this might be?

When someone doesn’t use the ability he/she has to serve
others in the church community, what is lost? Why is that a
problem?

With what kind of attitude should we use these abilities from
God?

NOTE: The Bible notes other abilities beyond the ones listed
above. Hope Church works to help people identify the abilities
God has given them, and then connect them with a way to use
that ability in the Hope Church community. In fact, one of the
specific roles of pastors and teacher and apostles is to help
people use their gifts so that the church grows in maturity.
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“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets,
some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to
prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in
the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-13)
Our Hope Church community takes a loss when participants of
our church fail to put their God-given abilities into service. We
grow our best “as each part does its work.”

Additional Resources: Network by Bugbee, Cousins, and Hybels
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On Your Own: Handling Money
Understanding how God wants us to handle money starts with
understanding property ownership.
What is the difference between an owner and a manager?

Name one or two things we “own” that we entrust to the care
or oversight of others?

Consider this interesting claim from the Bible: “The earth is the
LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in
it;”(Psalm 24:1)
Create a list of some things that God owns based on Psalm
24:1:

Do you think that God “owns” the money you have in the
bank?
Why or why not?
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Note: God does not discourage personal ownership of property.
In fact, it is His instruction that we should not steal what belongs
to someone else. What we own, however, ultimately comes from
God and should be used in ways that fit His purposes. He is the
owner; We are managers. Below are some instructions for how
God wants us to use our financial resources.
“But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn
first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own
family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is
pleasing to God…. If anyone does not provide for his relatives,
and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith
and is worse than an unbeliever.” (1 Timothy 5:4 & 8)
What is one thing God wants you to do with the financial
resources He entrusts to you?

“But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see
that you also excel in this grace of giving.” (2 Corinthians 8:7)
God put giving at a similar level of importance to faith, knowledge,
careful use of words, and love. Why do you think it matters so
much that we “excel” in giving?

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each
man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
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reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7)
What are some of the blessings or benefits that come to us
from giving?

If God owns everything anyway and He could “make” money
if He wished, why is it so important to him that you and I
give?

“Now about the collection for God's people: Do what I told the
Galatian churches to do. On the first day of every week, each one
of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his
income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have
to be made.” (1 Corinthians 16:1-2)
What practical guidelines for giving are described above?

“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your
crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats
will brim over with new wine.” (Proverbs 3:9-10)
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What do you think it means to honor God with the “first” of
all your crops or (in our culture) “income?”
“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” (Matthew 6:24)
How do money and the desire for things influence our
decisions?

God says that our desire for money and our desire to obey Him
can pose conflicts at times. For instance, there will be times
when I can save or gain money if I alter the truth. Can you think
of a couple of other examples?

What are some things that make it hard for us to give?

NOTE: In the early days of Jewish history, God instructed His
people to give a tithe (10%) of their income/crops. While Jesus
does not give that specific instruction, we believe that giving a
tithe is a great way of living out the Bible’s instructions that we
give generously, regularly, and in proportion to how God has
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blessed us. We encourage Hope Church participants to work
toward giving at that level.
Naturally, it will require some
sacrifices on your part and on ours to give at that level, but we
believe that the joy and blessings that come from giving will be
worth your sacrifice.
We recommend a couple of websites where you can find great
principles for managing money and reducing debt. Following their
good counsel can help you to give at the level you would really
like to give: www.goodsenseministry.com www.daveramsey.com
Another Recommended Resource: The Treasure Principle by
Randy Alcorn
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