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Introduction 
Invariably, the funniest character in a wedding is the ringbearer. He’s the one person in the whole 
affair who doesn’t have a clue. Even the flower girl knows the decorum. Not the ring bearer. He 
wanders aimlessly down the aisle, picks his nose, waves at friends, rolls his eyes, sits down — you 
know the routine. For that reason, the ring bearer rarely “bears” the ring. He carries some fake 
ring. Why is that? 

The ring is too valuable to be lost by a fidgety ring bearer. There is a moving part of  the wedding 
ceremony in which each partner declares commitment to the other by giving a ring. Each one 
puts on that ring and wears it from then on. What is the significance of  that ring? What does it 
communicate? It says, “I’m taken. I’m committed to someone. I have a love. I’m with him. I’m 
with her.” Newly married women do everything possible with their left hands just so that they can 
give that ring full exposure.  

When someone makes a life commitment to follow Christ, there is a “ring”— if  you would— to 
be worn; the Bible calls it baptism. It’s like a ring, because it publicly signifies the life decision 
someone has made to follow Christ. It uniquely identifies that person as a follower of  Christ. 
Baptism is the public declaration: “I’m with Jesus. He has my heart and my life.” And ever since 
Jesus issued the call for people to put their trust in Him, the decision to follow Him has been 
marked by baptism. It has been that way for 2000 years. 

Why are we still baptizing today? 
Jesus says we should. In fact, baptism was so important to Jesus that He gave specific instruction 
about it in some of  the His last recorded words on earth. Matthew recalls His words: “Therefore, 
go and make disciples of  all nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son 
and of  the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of  the age.” (The Bible, Matthew 28:19-20, NIV) 

Jesus’ final instructions: “Make disciples, call people into a forgiven relationship with me, then 
baptize them as new believers, teach them what I’ve taught you, then live my kind of  life.” That’s 
the mission of  our church: “Love God. Love people. Serve the World.” When people decide to 
follow Christ, an important “first step” is announcing your commitment to Christ through 
baptism — wearing “the ring” that identifies you with Him. Notice that we are baptized “in the 
name of ” Jesus Christ. Our lives are now indelibly attached to that name. We are identified with 
Him. 
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There is nothing in the last 2000 years that has more clearly identified people as Christ-followers 
than baptism has. There are places around the world where the decision to follow Christ may 
cost someone friendships, a job, family relationships, or even someone’s life. Families have 
disowned a child for following Christ, and others have lost their lives for that decision. 
Interestingly, these strong responses will often occur once the person has been baptized. Why? 
Because baptism says, “I have decided. This is it. I’m with Christ, no matter what the cost.” 
Baptism is the defining moment. 

Must a person be baptized to become a Christian, a Christ-follower?   
Put another way, does God’s forgiveness and adoption into His family hinge on whether I am 
baptized or not? The Bible answer is “no.” The requirement for salvation is that one put his/her 
personal trust in Christ for the forgiveness of  sins. This is the consistent message in the Bible in 
verses like John 3:16 and Ephesians 2:8-9 and John 1:12 and Romans 10:9, etc. 

Baptism does not make anyone a Christian any more than a ring makes someone “married.” A 
ring signifies the decision someone has made to commit his/her life to another, but someone can 
be married without a ring. It is very meaningful, but it is not required to be married. Baptism is 
an important step in following Christ, but it is not required to become a Christian. 

Who should be baptized? 
Anyone who has committed his/her life to follow Christ should be baptized as a public 
declaration of  that decision. Baptism is a symbolic picture of  the decision you have made to trust 
in Christ’s death and resurrection for you. People who have made that decision should be 
baptized. 

This follows the instruction that Jesus gave to make disciples and then to baptize them. It is the 
pattern you see repeatedly in the New Testament: 

Acts 2:41—“Those who accepted his message were baptized.” 

Acts 8:12—“But when they believed Philip as he preached the good new of  the kingdom of  God 
and the name of  Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.” 
  
Acts 18:8—“Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and 
many of  the Corinthians who heard him believed, and were baptized.” 

Believed...and then baptized. 

This is why Hope Church does not baptize infants. They have not yet made a conscious decision 
to follow Christ. It is not the pattern we see in the Bible or in the early days of  the church. There 
is not one specific example in the entire New Testament of  an infant being baptized. Believers 
are baptized. We do not want to send the message that the decision to follow Christ can be made 
for you by another person. It is your decision alone. Baptism announces the personal decision you 
have made, and it should follow that decision. 
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If  you have made the decision to follow Christ, we think it’s important to be baptized, even if  you 
were baptized as an infant. We have baptized dozens of  people who had been baptized as infants. 
It’s hard to describe just how significant it has been for so many of  them to publicly declare their 
own personal decision. 

How should someone be baptized? 
John Ortberg frames the question this way: “How much water is required?” Some churches 
baptize with just a few sprinkles of  water; some pour water over a person; and still other churches 
take people all the way under the water; they dunk them. Well, Hope Church is a dunking 
church!  We’re not going to fight anyone over how much water they use, but we’ll explain why we 
baptize by full immersion under water. 

For one, the word translated “baptize” literally means to “dip” or “immerse.” Additionally, we 
feel that this complete immersion best pictures the decision one has made to trust in the death, 
burial, and resurrection of  Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of  sins. The image of  resurrection in 
the coming up out of  the water is very graphic and powerful. Third, the examples from the Bible 
suggest immersion as well. Finally, it was the only practice of  the church for the first 250 years 
after Christ’s resurrection. 

Is it O.K. if  I decide not to be baptized? 
Well, that depends. If  you are still weighing out the decision to follow Christ, you should wait. 
Baptism is not for you at this time. Good call. 

However, if  you have made the decision to follow Christ, you really should be baptized. It is an 
important step of  obedience. In essence, it is the first thing that Jesus asks you to do as a new 
believer. It sets the tone for following Christ in every part of  your life. 

Think of  it this way. Let’s say that you’re married. It’s the week after your honeymoon, and 
you’re back in town. Friday night, your spouse says, “Honey, I’m going out with friends for a few 
hours. I hope you don’t mind, but I’m leaving my ring at home. Good night.” Actually, you 
probably do mind. This is not really a good sign early in the marriage. 

Now, then, you may not understand all of  God’s reasons for baptism, but choosing not to is 
probably not a real good sign early in your walk with Christ. You need to make the tough 
decision; you need to wear the ring. 

The truth is, you may have decided to trust Jesus kicking and screaming, but finally you did! God 
has forgiven you and has begun changing your life. But at the mention of  baptism, for some 
reason the kicking starts up again.  You may feel this way. 

Someone told a story once at Hope Church about this kind of  baptism journey for them.  Her 
honesty was refreshing.  When asked why she decided to get baptized she said, “I’m not sure I 
want to. It doesn’t seem like such a big deal, and I don’t understand why it is so important.  But 
I’ve studied the Bible on this one, and I can’t escape the fact that God wants me to do it.” In 
other words: “I’m going to trust God’s judgment on this one. I’m going for it.” She was baptized, 
and she ended up being very happy that she made the decision. 
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It’s our experience that people rarely say that they regretted being baptized. However, here are 
some of  the comments that we have heard: 

“I never knew how meaningful it would be until it actually happened.” 

“If  I had known how special this would be, I would have invited my whole family to attend. I 
wish I had.” 

“Now I understand why God commands baptism.” 

Don’t miss the joy of  this important decision! If  you have more questions about baptism or how 
you can pursue baptism at Hope Church, please contact Pastor Tom Ingala at the church at 
860-267-9607 or email him at tingala@cthope.com. 
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