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O U R  S T O R Y

Hello, and thank you for your interest in DeepWater 
Church! We are very excited about what God is doing. 
However, we thought you might want to know how this 
all got started!

I (Paul) grew up in Mt. Pleasant, SC, which makes me 
a native, but I promise I’m kind to all of our wonderful 
transplants to the Charleston area! As I prepared to finish 
my undergraduate at Clemson University in ‘02 with a 
degree in Parks, Recreation and Tourism Management, I 
began looking for jobs that my degree would complement, 
but nothing seemed to be available. My former youth pastor 
and an elder from First Baptist Church, where I became a Christian 
as a teen, reached out to me about doing a one year internship in 
student ministry. During that internship, I sensed God’s call on my life to 
enter full time vocational ministry. Along the way I completed my M.A. in Theology and was ordained as a 
minister of the Gospel. I love and am humbled to serve Jesus Christ and the Church.

For fifteen years (7 at First Baptist Mt. Pleasant and 8 at The Church at LifePark) I served in ministry to the next 
generation as a high school student minister and eventually an associate pastor overseeing preschool, children 
and students. To be perfectly honest, I was happy serving at LifePark in such a fruitful and healthy congregation 
and was not looking for a change, but God had other plans. During a run on the Isle of Palms in the spring of 
2016 I sensed God was speaking to me about starting a new church on the Isle of Palms. “Really God, a new 
church on an island?!” was part of my response and over one year I prayed and sought God’s direction. More 
and more it was made clear that I/we were called to the Isle of Palms.

I (Jessica) am a native of the Isle of Palms, how about that?! After I left for Clemson University to get my 
undergraduate and C of C to get my masters (both in early childhood education), I wondered if I might ever live 
on the island again. Ever since Paul and I married in 2004 we have embraced our purpose to serve God and his 
church, but I would have never guessed it would have brought me back to this island I love so much. In 2008 we 
had our first child and since then God has given me the wonderful opportunity of staying home with our three 
beautiful daughters: Ella, 9; Lily, 6; and Maci, <1. Having the background in teaching has allowed me to invest in 
our girls by staying home and homeschooling. The transition from being at an established church to starting a 
new church has brought us new challenges and joys, all of which are allowing us to grow and experience God 
in new ways. 

South Carolina’s Lowcountry is a wonderful place to live, work and play! And there are a number of wonderful 
churches in our area. However, with the exponential growth in the Charleston area and the number of folks 
moving into town that do not have a relationship with Christ, there is a need for more healthy, Jesus-centered 
churches. We’re so excited about the opportunity to plant a new church and we hope that you will prayerfully 
consider joining us in this great work!

Blessings,

Paul & Jessica Coleman
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W H Y  P L A N T  A  N E W  C H U R C H
O N  T H E  I S L E  O F  PA L M S ? 

18 Jesus came near and said to them, “All authority has been given to me 
in heaven and on earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always,to the end of the age.”

Matthew 28:18-20

Why Plant a New Church?
This may be the very question that you are asking yourself right now. If so, good. That is the 
right question. Statistics show that 85% of North American Churches are either plateaued or 
declining. This is an alarming number. We also know that the church is the chosen vehicle by 
which God desires to reach people with the Gospel and make disciples. Therefore, we must 
start new healthy churches. With the partnerships of established churches, we will be able to 
start new churches that can help reach our cities, nation and the world with the Gospel.

We don’t plant new churches because we have lost faith in our established churches. We plant 
new churches because we desire to reach more people with the good news of Jesus Christ. 
The more Christ-centered churches we have, the more people we can lead to Jesus.

Why the Isle of Palms?
The Isle of Palms is a beautiful and scenic island community in 
South Carolina and is one of the most visited coastal locations 
in the state. The island has around 4,400 residents and many of 
them are not connected to a church on the island or anywhere. We 
recognize that there are churches serving on the island, but the 
population of the island is more than any handful of churches could 
hold. Statistically, new churches are very effective in connecting 
with the unchurched and this is especially true in under-churched 
communities. 

It’s important to note that DeepWater is not just for the people of 
the Isle of Palms, but for those on Sullivan’s Island, Mt. Pleasant, and 
beyond as well! Visitors and vacationers to the island will always be 
welcomed guests - we count it a blessing to worship with people 
from all around.
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D E E P WAT E R ’ S  N A M E

1 As the crowd was pressing in on Jesus to hear God’s word, 
He was standing by Lake Gennesaret. 2 He saw two boats at 
the edge of the lake; the fishermen had left them and were 
washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, which 
belonged to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from 
the land. Then He sat down and was teaching the crowds 
from the boat. 4 When He had finished speaking, He said 
to Simon, “Put out into deep water and let down 

your nets for a catch.” 5 “Master,” Simon replied, “we’ve 
worked hard all night long and caught nothing! But at Your 

word, I’ll let down the nets.” 6 When they did this, they caught 
a great number of fish, and their nets began to tear. 7 So they 

signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them; 
they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 8 When Simon 
Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, because I’m 
a sinful man, Lord!” 9 For he and all those with him were amazed at the catch of 
fish they took, 10 and so were James and John, Zebedee’s sons, who were Simon’s 
partners. “Don’t be afraid,” Jesus told Simon. “From now on you will be catching 
people!” 11 Then they brought the boats to land, left everything, and followed Him.

Luke 5:1-11

Some highlights from this passage
Uncomfortable Places – Jesus called Peter into the uncomfortable places (deep water) - because he 
had been fishing all night and caught nothing. God calls us oftentimes to step out of the comfortable 
to follow him.

Overwhelming Results – And what results is an overwhelming catch of fish that the disciples could 
not contain! We want to be overwhelmed by those coming to Jesus when we lower our nets into the 
deep waters of the Isle of Palms and beyond!

Our Response – After seeing the great catch of fish, Peter falls at the feet of Jesus. We are asking 
God to do a work only He can do, so that we will fall at His feet and call him Lord. Our only response 
will be worship.

We believe that God has called some to the deep waters and we are inviting people to join us in this 
new work! Is God calling you to the deep waters?
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O U R  M I S S I O N

We believe the Mission of the Church was given by Jesus himself, and never changes (see Matthew 28:18-20;
John 20:21; Acts 1:8). This unchanging mission is to glorify God by making disciples of all nations.

So how will DeepWater accomplish this mission given by Jesus? And how will we say it?

DeepWater Church exists to be a faith family 
passionately pursuing Jesus and 

deeply loving the island and beyond.

“...a faith family” – We believe that Christianity was never intended to be just an individual’s private religious experience 
or expression.  Rather, when someone enters into faith in Christ they also enter into a faith family that is the church.

“…passionately pursuing Jesus…” – We believe that the Christian faith involves following & knowing Jesus Christ.  
Jesus’s death and resurrection has given the opportunity to be forgiven, free and connected personally and corporately 
to God– this is something that causes us to be passionate in our desire to know Him.

“…deeply loving the island and beyond” – We believe that as a church we are called to share the love of God through 
our actions and our words.  The church does not exist for itself, but for the world.  Therefore, we will seek to intentionally 
and sacrificially serve the island, our state, the nation and throughout the world.
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O U R  VA L U E S

Authentic Family
We are committed to being a multi-generational faith family who values all 
ages and who, like the early church in Acts, is authentic, which is more than 
hanging out with each other.  It’s being hospitable and loving each other, 
laughing and celebrating, hurting and mourning together, having accountability 
among believers, growing spiritually through prayer and learning the Bible, 
and engaging in friendship.  

Next Generation Committed
We are committed to investing in children, students, & younger believers to 
prepare them to be leaders now and future leaders in the home, business and 
the church. The next generation is strongest when the family at home and the 
faith family are spiritually strong.

Generous Living
We deeply love others by generously giving of our time, talents, finances, 
possessions and spiritual gifts so that we can see the Kingdom of God come 
to the island, the greater Charleston area, South Carolina, United States and 
the world. Where God leads, we look to collaborate with other Christian 
churches to generously spread the Good News of Jesus.

Passionate Worship
We gather in Spirit & in Truth during worship gatherings.  Our aim is to 
have passionate and life-giving worship that glorifies the Father by exalting 
Jesus and yielding to the leadership of the Holy Spirit.  We teach the Bible 
passionately knowing that it has the power to change the heart, mind and will. 

Personal Spiritual Responsibility
We teach, equip, and challenge people to pursue Jesus in a way that 
encourages maturity through daily spiritual disciplines, living connected to 
the Holy Spirit and sharing the Gospel to make disciples where they live, learn, 
work and play. Growing followers of Jesus take ownership of their faith. 
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PA R T N E R S  &  S U P P O R T

Confirmations
Lead Pastor, Paul Coleman, has been affirmed in his call to start DeepWater Church by the 
following leaders:
 Chad Moore & the Elders at The Church at LifePark
 Chip Robinson, King’s Cross Church
 Dr. Ron Dillon, First Baptist Mt. Pleasant

Sending Church & Organizations
DeepWater Church is being sent by The Church at LifePark in Mt. Pleasant, SC.
The South Carolina Baptist Convention and the North American Mission Board are providing support and 
training for DeepWater Church.

For more information about our doctrinal statements please see our website. 

www.deepwaterchurch.cc
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D E E P WAT E R ’ S  N E X T  S T E P S
T

IM
E

L
IN

E Core Team Development
August 2017
Paul and a few core team members began attending Cypress Project Training 

February 2018
Paul transitioned from LifePark staff and began Multiply Training

March – May 2018
• Core team meets weekly for community, prayer, and training
• Gathering space options being explored and finalized
• Interest meetings 5/19 & 5/20 – follow-up as needed with those interested in 
• DeepWater Plant Team

Plant Team Development
June – August 2018
• Plant Team meets to build the faith family, pray, worship, and train
• Part time staff to be identified and hired
• Promotion of the church begins to increase
• Preparation services occur in advance of the first public service date 

Public Services Begin
September 2018
Public worship gatherings begin
  

1

2

3

9

Unless the Lord builds the house, 
the builders labor in vain.

Psalm 127:1a



YO U R  N E X T  S T E P S

Pray
The single most important way you can support DeepWater Church is to pray for us!
Specifically, we would encourage you to pray for:
    • Friends, family, and neighbors who do not yet profess faith in Jesus, or are without a church home
    • Paul, Jess and their girls during this season of great faith and significant change
    • Current and future DeepWater leaders God will use to build up the church
    • Financial resources (see next page) so we can focus on ministry from day 1
    • A gathering space that will facilitate ministry and legitimize our presence on the island
    • The Church at LifePark and other partners as they sacrifice for God’s Kingdom

Invite
Do you know someone who lives on the island or nearby and doesn’t have a church home?  Let them know 
about us! They can email info@deepwaterchurch.cc or visit our website at www.deepwaterchurch.cc for 
more information or to sign up for our email communication.
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YO U R  N E X T  S T E P S 

Invest
We invite you to invest your God-given resources back into His mission by helping us plant this new faith 
family that will passionately pursue Jesus and deeply love the island and beyond. Practically speaking, we 
need to raise the following support for 2018/19:

Join
We need people to invest their time and money... but also to join with their lives! 
Specifically, we need people who are: 

• Passionate about Jesus Christ and eager to share their faith with others
• Compassionate towards those who are hurting in our community
• Willing to serve and give sacrificially
• Flexible and open to change
• Committed to growing in their faith
• Not yet following Jesus, but desire to find out more and are open

Personnel (1 FT, 3 PT Staff)

Operations

Ministry/Missions

$166,000

$34,000

$32,000

$232,000

Projected Fundraising as of 5/1/18: $92,000, 
or 41% of our total Year 1 need, leaving us 
needing to raise an additional $140,000.

You can help us meet our need by giving online at www.deepwaterchurch.cc or by sending a check to 
DeepWater Church, P.O. Box 144, Isle of Palms, SC 29451.
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