
 

 

TRUTH: In order to know the_____________________ of a passage, we must know 
the meaning of the words within it.  Ex. “Salty” and “lit”: 2019 vs Matthew 5 
 
Ex. “Grace”(Greek: charis ) 
Ephesians 2:8: “For it is by grace (charis) you have been saved…” 
Luke 1:30: “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor (charis) with God.” 

10 Considerations When Trying To Define a Word: 
(Note: You don’t have to go THIS DEEP every time you read, just when you’re unclear) 

1. How does the author usually use the word? This does not guarantee your verse uses it 

this way.  

2. If the word is repeated by the author in the same book, he probably had the same 

meaning in mind, especially if he uses it near your verse.  

3. How is the word used in other books?  

4. If your selected meaning undermines the meaning of other verses, you got it wrong.  

5. Does the author’s argument suggest a meaning?  

6. Does the historic situation give us insight?  

7. Does the theme of the book give us a hint?  

8. Consider nuances of a word.  

9. Look for an immediate contrast.  

10. How do other first-century writers use the word?

rightly divided: How To Read the bible
Part 3: what’s the word? / The 4-step proccess

“You keep using that word. I don’t think it 
means what you think it means”



4-Step Process to RIGHTLY DIVIDE Scripture: 

 
1) ________________________ : What’s going on surrounding that verse? 
- Author & Target Audience? 
- Historical & Literary Context? 
- New Covenant vs Old Covenant? 

Note: ____________________ of speech are important.  
Ø  Simile: A comparison of two things using like or as.  

Ø  Metaphor: A comparison introduced by a “be verb.”  
Ø  Hyperbole: Deliberate exaggeration with an impossible fulfillment.  

Ø  Overstatement: Deliberate exaggeration that some might think could be imagined.  
Ø  Irony, personification, anthropomorphism, sarcasm, etc. 

Order of Observation: 
1. Observe your text. 

2. Observe verses around your text.  
3. Observe other texts that talk about your subject. 

4. Then consult other sources: commentaries, dictionaries, lexicons, concordances, etc.  

2) ________________________ : What does it mean in that context? 
 - What is the overall point of what is being said to the audience? 
  
 
3) ________________________ : What main idea can be universally useful? 
 - What does this say about God or humanity?  
 - Does this still apply to me? 
 - How does the interpretation change with time and covenant?  
 - How does it fit in with the rest of the Bible?  

 
4) ________________________ : How does God want to apply it to MY circumstance? 
 - How am I like and unlike the intended audience of this passage? 
 - What parts of this universal truth come into play in my life?  

 Remember: Lose your presuppositions.  
 Remember: The purpose of the book. 
 Remember: History and culture study.  
 Remember: Read several paragraphs before and after the text.



Romans 12:1-2 (NIV): “Therefore, (NLT: “And so”) I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true 
and proper worship. 2 Do not conform  to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.” 

Observation: 
- Author & Target Audience? Paul to the church in Rome  
- Historical & Literary Context? Paul hadn’t been there yet, church enduring persecution, Rome 
was a superpower, Ch 1-11 = LOTS of theological explination, talking about being made right 
with God (OT law vs NT grace)… 
Romans 11:33-36: “Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How 
impossible it is for us to understand his decisions and his ways! For who can know the Lord’s 
thoughts? Who knows enough to give him advice? And who has given him so much  that he 
needs to pay it back? For everything comes from him and exists by his power and is intended for 
his glory. All glory to him forever! Amen.” 
- New Covenant vs Old Covenant? New (full of grace!) 

Romans 12:1-2: “I urge you, (urge = stronger than request, not a command)  brothers and 
sisters, (not looking down on them, addressing them as equals) in view of God’s mercy (aka 
salvation), to offer your bodies (ALL of it!) as a living sacrifice (not like an OT sacrifice) , holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. (not just a song, not just attendance - see 
Amos 5:21-24) 2 Do not conform  to the pattern of this world (You will have to actively resist 
some worldy things), but be transformed by the renewing of your mind (must engage your mind, 
HS changes your MIND first). Then you (connecting the follwing to your transformation) will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will is (you’re involved in this, so you can get it wrong) —his 
good, pleasing and perfect will.” (must be important because you get 3 adjectives to describe!) 
Note: We seem to have to “bring this about” and work towards God, yet we know John 15:5: 
“apart from me you can do nothing.” and Isaiah 64:6: “all our righteous deeds are like a filthy 
garment” — sooo you work WITH the power of the Holy Spirit that comes from the blood of Jesus 
to be a living sacrifice that pleases God. 
 
Interpretation: Don’t be like the world, worship God with everything you are/have, through 
knowing what Jesus has done, we change the way we think and that will change our lives. 
 
Principle: Christians aren’t worldly, but should worship God with all we are, and we do that 
through knowing who God/Jesus is and letting it change our thinking. 
 
Application: I must be willing to give up worldly things so that I can be dedicated 100% to God.  
- What do I need to do to worship God more fully? What parts of the world am I being 
conformed to? Am I being changed/transformed? 



Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good 
and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” 
Observation: God is writing to Israel (“quid-pro-quo” covenant people). Was punishing His 
people for violating Mosaic Covenant but kept faithful to Abrahamic Covenant to deliver chosen 
people to occupy a land, be a nation, an produce a “seed” (Jesus). Jeremiah “the weeping 
prophet” was timid in nature but was made courageous by the Spirit of God to speak the truth of 
God’s judgement on His people. The book of Jeremiah contains poetry (Ch 1-25) with 
symbolism, but also hads a sermon (Ch 7), some prophetic FORTH-telling (Ch 11:1-17), an some 
historical/biographical sections (Ch 26-29, 32, 34-44) which recounted real life current events.  
 
Interpretation: - God plans/knows the future - God always keeps His promises - Old Covenant: 
Physical blessings comes with obedience - New Cov: Peace that surpasses all understanding 
 
Principle: 
 When God makes a promise meant for US, He will NEVER fail to deliver on it.  
 
Application: 
God has promised us many wonderful things. He doesn’t promise physical prosperity in the New 
Testament (although He doesn’t forbid it) but He promises to guide us through whateverever 
may come (including inevitable sacrifice, persecution, and loss) while calling us to focus on our 
“future hope” in Heaven.  

Exodus 21:28-29: “If an ox gores a man or woman to death, the ox must be stoned, and its flesh 
may not be eaten. In such a case, however, the owner will not be held liable. But suppose the ox 
had a reputation for goring, and the owner had been informed but failed to keep it under 
control. If the ox then kills someone, it must be stoned, and the owner must also be put to death.” 

Observation:  God was laying ground work for people with new rules/regs to make them holy. 
Moses was informing the Jewish people what God was commanding. Old Covenant - still 
showing the weight of sin, pointing to Jesus. 

Interpretation: Law for certain people/time. Doesn’t apply DIRECTLY. Was a CIVIL law directed 
at every day life not church. If animal kills someone, kill the animal 

Principle: First time, animal is punished not owner. (animals=unpredicatable) If a person’s animal 
is a known killer/hurting others. OWNER is responsible. New Testament changes this application. 
God VALUES human life so death penalty is BIBLICAL. We are RESPONSIBLE for our stuff! 

Application: You are responsible for your animal (make it right if they attack). Dog has to GO if it 
continues. Treat humans better than animals. 


