
 

TRUTH: It is_____________________ to read God’s Word without God’s Spirit. 
• 1 Corinthians 2:14: “The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come 

from the Spirit of God  but considers them foolishness,  and cannot understand them 
because they are discerned only through the Spirit.” 

• “But can’t a lost person come to Christ through the Bible?” John 16:8: “(The Holy Spirit) will 
convict the world of its sin, and of God's righteousness, and of the coming judgment.” 

• Note: The HS doesn’t ALWAYS give us the completely correct interpretation every 
time. We still have to use our BRAINS.  

  Ex. Baptism vs Christening - both “sides” still Spirit-filled 

ACTION STEP: Before beginning to read the Bible, pray and ask God to _______________ 
with His Holy Spirit so that you may hear from Him as you read. 

 
What To Do With Your Extra-Biblical “Baggage” 

- Keep your PRESUPPOSITIONS - unshakable, ______________, non-compromisable beliefs 
about the Bible. (Like inspiration, infallibility, sufficiency, inerrancy, non-contradiction. )  

- LOSE your _________________________- all of your preconceived beliefs and opinions 
about the Bible. (Attitudes, experiences, location, media, gender, politics) You MUST be 
willing to adjust these if that’s what the text shows. 

- Don’t “blank your slate”, just don’t let them_______________how you INTERPRET. 

ACTION STEP: Before reading, make sure you are prepared to read it _________________. 
 

TRUTH: When reading the Bible, CONTEXT is _______________. 
(Historical, literary, New vs Old Covenenant, author’s intent) 

FACT: Just because it’s______________________in the Bible, doesn’t mean it’s___________________. 
(Sometimes the author describes an event that is bad without telling us) 
 

TIP: Don’t say “I read the Bible literally.” Instead, we should say, “I read the Bible based on the 
genre of literature is being used.”  

rightly divided: How To Read the bible
Part 2: The Holy Spirit and the spirit of the authors



GENRES OF THE BIBLE: 
Historical Narrative: Genesis, first half of Exodus, Numbers, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1/2 Samuel, 1/2 
Kings, 1/2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, possibly Jonah & Acts  
Old Testament Law: Last half of Exous, Leviticus, Deuteronomy 
Wisdom Literature: Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes 
Poetry: Psalms, Song of Solomon, Lamentations 
Prophecy: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Exekiel, some of Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi  
Apocalypse: Revelation, some of Daniel 
Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John  
New Testament Epistles: Romans, 1/2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1/2 
Thessalonians, 1/2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1/2 Peter, 1/2/3 John, Jude 

Historical Narrative 
This is the accurate telling of the history of the Jewish nation, out of which the promised Seed of Genesis 
3 would come. There is some theology (term meaning “the study of God”) in these books, but it must be 
carefully lifted from the narritive. 
 
NOTE: These books were written to be read LITERALLY not __________________________.  

(Actual 7 days, Adamn/Eve not a “typology”)  

Old Testament Poetry   
This is our “feelings” literature. Poetic literature is designed to help us understand God on an emotional 

level. We do NOT want to base theology on experience or emotions, but we do want to rightly enjoy and 
deal with the emotions that God has given us (joy, anger, sorrow).  

FACT: We don’t base our theology_____________________on experience or emotions. 

Old Teatament Wisdom Literature / Proverbs   
Anecdotes, sayings, and ideas meant to give wisdom and understanding. They get abused … A LOT.  

FACT: Proverbs (the genre) deal in________________________and not PARTICULARS.  
(Shouldn’t be applied at all times and situations indescriminately) 

- Proverbs are not promises, but general principles which, if followed, result in overall life going better.  
- Proverbs must be read in light of other Scripture, like Job.  
- Proverbs must be understood in light of God’s sovereignty.  
- The shorter the proverb, the less likely it is to be precise.  
- Proverbs must be understood in light of other proverbs.  
‣ (To fully understand a subject (like “fools”), all proverbs on the subject must be considered, not just 

one verse.) 



Old Testament Prophecy   
Prophecy differs from New Testament apocalyptic literature (vivid images/symbolism).   

Very little of the OT prophecy is predictive, it mainly spoke the voice of God to His people. 

Gospels A theological, historical biography of Jesus by eyewitnesses.  

NOTE: Biographies were different then than now...they didn’t include every detail or even write in  
 

order. The ________________ dictated the content.  
- MATTHEW wrote to Jews to proclaim Jesus as King.  
- MARK wrote to Romans to present Jesus as a servant.  
- LUKE wrote to the Greeks (Theopholis) to declare that He was the ideal man.  
- JOHN wrote to the world to announce Jesus is God.  
 
- What about “inconsistencies”? Ex. Car Crash: 2-car-collision vs 16 car pile-up 
- Why four books? Different perspectives and lessons are seen.  

Gospel Miracles VS Gospel Parables 

Miracles: The authors did not write about miracles as myths, but ____________________________. 
Speculation: No Gospel gives every detail of every event, and we must be careful not to speculate on 
something God clearly didn’t want us to know.  
Parables: A long, fictitious story that moves from the known (every day stuff) to the unknown (the  
 

spiritual or moral lesson). As a rule, parables have just ______________________. 

TIP for PARABLES: Consider the ______________, not the _______________. (Matthew 25:14-30).  

Acts (of the Apostles)  
Acts is mostly Historical Narrative mixed with theology and teaching.  

Determining PRESCRIPTIVE vs DESCRIPTIVE: 
1. Does it sound like a command? 
2. Is the activity repeated and not just a one-time event? 
3. If it is repeated, are the details the same? (Ex. The Holy Spirit in Acts 2, 8, 10, 19) 
4. If the action is something new, proceed with caution.  
5. Interpret historical narratives with the Epistles in mind. 
6. If the narrative contradicts Scripture, it is not intended to be repeated.  

Epistles 
For the most part (but not entirely) instructive, the Epistles apply directly to the modern church.  

However, there are some things that are cultural or specific.  
     Ex. Timothy’s wine for his stomach (1 Timothy 5:23) 
 
Epistles are legal documents written for a specific reason. “If you forget the occasion (correction, 
encouragement, rebuking), then you are just listening to one side of a phone conversation.”  
 
TRUTH: God had us___________________, but they were not written directly _________________. 



The Book of Revelation  
Revelation is apocalyptic literature. This form of literature was quite common from  

the 7th century BC until the 2nd century AD.  
 
TIP for Revelation: Read it like an editorial________________________________. 
 - Not that you don’t take it seriously, just that it’s symbolic. Ex. Election cartoons 
 
RULE: If the symbol is not _____________________, it is probably a symbol. Ex. “Raining cats & dogs”  

Example: Revelation 9:7-8: “The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. They had what looked 
like gold crowns on their heads, and their faces looked like human faces. They had hair like women’s hair 
and teeth like the teeth of a lion.” 

_______________________________________ 

Howard Hendricks’ Ten Principles of Bible Interpretation:  
 
1. Use the literal sense unless there is some good reason not to. 
 
2. Use the figurative sense when the passage tells you to do so. 
 
3. Use the figurative sense if a literal meaning is impossible or absurd. Figurative language can be 
both descriptive and precise. 
 
4. Use the figurative sense if a literal meaning would involve something immoral.  (Ex. Jesus: 
“Eating flesh, drinking blood”) 
 
5. Use the figurative sense if the expression is an obvious figure of speech.  
(“like”, “as”) 
 
6. Use the figurative sense if a literal interpretation goes contrary to the context and scope of the 
passage. (Example: “Lion of Tribe of Judah” in Reveleation = Jesus) 
 
7. Use the figurative if a literal interpretation goes contrary to the general character and style of 
the book. (“Shadow of His wings” = God is not a chicken!) 
 
8. Use the figurative sense if a literal interpretation goes contrary to the plan and purpose of the 
author – understand the context of the text. 
 
9. Use the figurative sense if a literal interpretation involves a contradiction of other Scripture. 
 
10. Use the figurative sense if a literal interpretation would involve a contradiction in doctrine.  
(It needs to be consistent)


