
                                

 
 
 

Six Tools Essential for Every Church 
 

1. Visible Leadership 
 
From the seminar material 
Leadership begins with the pastor. His view and philosophy of children’s ministry 
matters. What is communicated from the pulpit impacts the church’s view of the place 
of children in the Bible, the family, the community, and in the church.  
 
What can pastors do? 

 Intentionally comment on issues related to children’s ministry beyond calling for 
more volunteers 

 Express public and private appreciation to those who serve in children’s ministry 
 Create opportunities for children and families to see and know you 
 Be a part of the evangelism and discipleship process for children 
 Involve children in the corporate worship service 
 Make equipping and training leaders a priority 

 
Questions for Discussion 

 What are ways that you publicly communicate the importance of children’s 
ministry in your church? 

 What are some creative ways that you have involved or given attention to 
children in the corporate worship service?  

 What have you found effective for providing ongoing training for those who 
serve in children’s ministry leadership? 

 
2. Intentional Evangelism 

 
From the seminar material 
Helping people of all ages learn about God’s love, the Bible, and Jesus is why the 
church exists. From the youngest attendee to the oldest, each person should be on a 
journey to learn more about God. We must be intentional in helping families nurture 
their child’s spiritual growth in a direction that leads them a decision to confess Christ 
as Savior and Lord. 
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What can pastors do? 
 Provide resources for families to use at home to continue the learning that 

happens at church. Most curriculum series include these materials. 
 Equip families on how to lead times of worship and devotion in their homes. 
 Train parents on how to lead their child to Christ. 
 Plan and prepare for intentional times to share the gospel during regular 

Children’s Ministry programs and events (VBS, Sunday School, Wednesday night 
programs, etc.) 

 
Note: See the appendices in this guide for helps in the areas mentioned above. 
 
Questions for Discussion 

 What have been your best practices for sharing the gospel with children? 

 How do you counsel with children who are ready to make a decision to follow 
Jesus? 

 How do you equip parents in guiding their children to make a decision to follow 
Jesus? 

 
 

3. Building Relationships 
 
From the seminar material 
One of the defining factors of an active, growing, children’s ministry is the presence of 
strong relationships. People are drawn to environments where they are valued and 
connected. Families should be encouraged to share their journey of following after 
Jesus with others. 
 
What can pastors do? 

 Personally connect with the children of guests to your church. 
 Acknowledge birthdays, holidays, special events, and milestones in the lives of 

children and families. 
 Encourage interaction with children and families outside of the “big church” 

environment, such as through ministry service or mission projects. 
 
Questions for Discussion 

 How does your church acknowledge “milestones” in a child’s life? (birth, starting 
school, salvation, moving to the youth group, high school graduation, etc) 

 What are ways that you build relationships with children and families outside of 
the corporate worship setting? 
 

 
 
 
 



4. Safe and Secure Environment 
 
From the seminar material 
This generation of children is the most protected generation we have ever seen! Yet, 
the increasing level of danger in our world makes it necessary for churches to take 
every available precaution. Families need to know with confidence that the church is 
taking every reasonable measure to provide an environment that is safe and secure. For 
the past several years, the #1 reason that churches have ended up in court has been 
due to cases involving the sexual abuse of a minor. (source: Richard Hammer, Church 
Law and Tax Report, www.churchlawandtax.com, article posted 7/6/16)) 
 
Note: For a more in-depth treatment of this subject, please refer to the Church 
Revitalization Guide for Safety and Security. 
 
What can pastors do? 

 Make sure that adult leaders have accurate personal information on the children 
under their supervision (parent situations, allergy info, special needs, etc.) 

 Evaluate the space that is used for children’s ministry and ensure that it is 
adequate for the age group and free from hazards. 

 Insist that the church require background checks for every adult who works in 
the preschool and children’s ministry. 

 Train all leaders in basic practices for maintaining a safe and secure environment 
for children’s ministry. 

 
Questions for Discussion 

 What safety and security measures for children’s ministry have you implemented 
in your church? 

 What are some tips for helping a church understand the need for increased 
attention on safety and security issues? 

 
 

5. Purposeful Programming 
 
From the seminar material 
In most churches, ongoing programs for preschoolers and children make up the 
majority of all education and ministry offered for these age groups. Churches should 
take time to evaluate their programming to ensure that each meeting time makes a 
unique contribution to the overall spiritual development of the child.  
 
What can pastors do? 

 Talk with children’s ministry leaders to identify some goals for leading children to 
come to faith in Christ, worship, grow as disciples, and serve in ministry and 
missions. 



 Carefully examine what happens for children during the key meeting times in a 
typical week at church: Sunday School hour, morning worship hour, Sunday 
evening, Wednesday evening.  

 Identify current programming during each of those times to determine how each 
contributes to the identified ministry goals. Identify areas of duplication, under-
emphasis, or absence. 

 Work with leaders to develop ideas for making needed adjustments. 
 
Questions for Discussion 

 What programs in your church have been especially effective in the areas of 
evangelism and discipleship in children’s ministry? 

 What are your best ideas for helping a church eliminate or adapt an existing 
program that is no longer having the desired impact? 

 
 

6. Strategic Calendaring 
 
From the seminar material 
A ministry calendar sets priorities for the year and provides a structure for managing 
time and budget. Taking the time to plan a calendar year of children’s ministry will also 
help keep a good balance of opportunities for evangelism, discipleship, and 
mission/ministry service opportunities. Use major events (VBS, Camps, Retreats, 
Holiday emphases) as “anchor points” for creating and keeping momentum throughout 
the year. 
 
What can pastors do? 

 Include representatives from children’s ministry leadership in planning the major 
events on the church calendar for the year. Be “in the know” on school 
calendars, community events, and other influences) 

 Consider the possibility of including a way to involve and reach children/families 
in an existing church-wide event rather than create something separate. 

 Consider that doing fewer events more strategically could prove to be much 
more effective than doing more events that receive less attention. 

 Insist on a time of evaluation following each event in order to determine whether 
it met goals and fulfilled its purpose. 

 
Questions for Discussion 

 What are some of your best ideas for creating a good church ministry calendar? 

 What have been some of your most effective “whole family” events in your 
church? 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

1. Evangelism in Youth Ministry 
 
From the Seminar Material: 
 

 Create an urgency in your church for student evangelism and baptisms. Most 
estimates are that 10% or less of this generation of students are devoted 
followers of Christ. 

 Train all leaders in how to present the gospel clearly to students. 
 Equip students in how to share their faith with other students. 
 Turn student baptisms into opportunities for great celebration and emphasis. 
 Look for strategic opportunities during the year to plan an intentionally 

evangelistic event for students. 
 
Questions for Discussion 

 What have you found effective in creating urgency in your church for reaching 
students? 

 What have been some of the most effective evangelistic events for students that 
you have experienced? 

 What resources for evangelism training have you personally used and found 
helpful for equipping your people? 

 
Note: See attached list of suggested evangelism resources. 
 

2. Calendaring in Youth Ministry 
 
From the Seminar Material: 
 

 Understand the importance of a youth ministry calendar as a tool for planning, 
promoting, and accomplishing strategic purposes. 

 Always consult school calendars, sports schedules, academic and arts activities, 
and community events that may affect your ability to maximize certain events. 

 Seek ways to connect students to churchwide events and avoid allowing the 
youth ministry to conduct all of its programming and calendar in a way that is 
disconnected from the general life of the church. 
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Questions for Discussion 

 What events on the church calendar have become especially meaningful and 
effective for the youth ministry of your church? 

 What ways have you found to connect youth to existing church calendar events 
and activities? 

 
3. Safety and Security 

 
From the Seminar Material: 
 

 Collect and maintain good personal information on all students who attend your 
youth ministry programs and events. 

 Develop consistent procedures for checking in students (paper forms, 
electronic/online forms, a check-in app). Use a centralized, visible location for 
student check-in at all gatherings and events. 

 Insist on background checks for all adult leaders who will have contact with 
youth at church. 

 Provide training for all youth ministry leaders that includes practices for 
maintaining a safe and secure environment, personal conduct policies for 
working and communicating with students, social media/online behavior, and 
response to crisis situations. 

 Provide and maintain all necessary forms for parental permission, medical 
release, allergies, insurance information, and rules regarding transportation 
(student and church provided) 

 
Questions for Discussion 

 What questions do pastors have regarding safety and security issues in student 
ministries? Where are the biggest risk areas in your church? 

 
4. Curriculum and Programming 

 
From the Seminar Material: 
 

 Every church has gatherings that are primarily either “open” or “closed”. Open 
groups are primarily designed for anyone to attend at any time. For most student 
ministries, a Wednesday night service is the best example of an open group. 
Open groups are typically ongoing, meaning that there is no end date. Closed 
groups are primarily designed with the idea that the same smaller group of 
people will attend each meeting. Closed groups typically meet for a set number 
of weeks, after which the group ends.  

 Typically, open groups can be geared toward a more evangelistic purpose while 
closed groups may be designed for a more in-depth discipleship experience. 



 Youth ministry leadership should examine the regular schedule/calendar to see 
that there is a good balance of opportunities for both “open” and “closed” 
meetings with students. 

 Evaluate current ministry meetings and events to balance emphasis on 
evangelism, discipleship, and mission/ministry service. 

 Provide training and instruction to Sunday School and small group leaders on 
expectations for leadership, best teaching practices, and tips for promoting 
interaction in the group setting. 

 
Note: See attached list of suggested curriculum resources. 
 
Questions for Discussion 

 What challenges currently exist in your system of Sunday School or Small Groups 
for youth? What is needed in order to address those challenges? 

 What aspects of the youth ministry in your church are intentionally (primarily) 
“open” and “closed”? How could each of these be more clearly defined so that 
more effective evangelism and discipleship might take place? 

 What have been your best practices for providing training and equipping for your 
volunteer youth leaders? 

 
5. Creating Student and Adult Leadership Teams 

 
From the Seminar Material: 
 

 Create an environment that is passionate and positive about student ministry. 
 Commit to be a partner with parents. 
 Personally recruit great, godly people to serve as volunteers. You get what you 

settle for. 
 Give out clear and high expectations. 
 Over communicate. Repeat things.  
 Invest in adult leaders…equip, train, encourage, coach, celebrate 
 Over communicate. Repeat things.  
 Be transparent as a leader. Be open to criticism and don’t be afraid to apologize. 
 When meeting with leaders, be prepared and respectful of their time. 
 Give people opportunities for “entry level” places to serve before they are asked 

to make a longer and bigger commitment. 
 
Questions for Discussion 

 What aspect of your youth ministry do you think would benefit most from a new 
leadership team? What would be a starting point? How can you champion this as 
a pastor? 

 What can you do as a pastor to equip and encourage your youth volunteers? 
 
 



Suggested Resources for Teaching Evangelism 

 Contagious Christianity (Bill Hybels and Lee Strobel) 
 As You Go (Alvin Reid) 
 The Evangelism Handbook (Alvin Reid) 
 The Complete Evangelism Guidebook (Scott Dawson, ed.) 
 The Master Plan of Evangelism (Robert Coleman) 

 Tell Someone (Greg Laurie) 
 
Suggested Resources for Evangelistic Presentation 

 Life in 6 Words (Dare 2 Share Ministries) (available in an app) 
 3 Circles Life Conversation Guide (NAMB) (available in an app) 

 The Story (Spread Truth) (available in an app) 
 Can We Talk? (John Meador, FBC Euless, TX www.oneconversation.org) 
 F.A.I.T.H. Evangelism (Lifeway) 
 The Romans Road 
 How to share your personal faith story 

 
Youth Ministry Curriculum Suggestions for Sundays and Wednesdays: 

 LIVE (Simply Youth Ministry) 
 LifeWay Resources 
 Gospel Project (LifeWay) 
 DNowstudies.com (meant for a Disciple Now Weekend) can serve as good 4-

6 week studies 
 Disciple6 (free 6 year curriculum at www.disciple6.com) 
 Evangelism series such as My 8, Contagious Christianity, or Dare to Share. 
 Elements (YouthMinistry360) 
 Simply Youth Ministry (Doug Fields – former youth pastor at Saddleback) 

offers several series at www.simplyyouthministry.com 
 Youth ministry resources at group.com 
 DownloadYouthMinistry.com 
 Sticky Faith Student Curriculum 
 Habitudes (GrowingLeaders.com)   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Having the Talk 
Tips on talking with children about spiritual issues and what it means to be a Christian 

 
Talking with a child about becoming a Christian is one of the most important conversations you can 

have. Yet it is often accompanied by sweaty palms and nervousness, fear and hesitation.  Worry and 

doubt can creep in. “I don’t want to say something that messes up the rest of their life spiritually.” “How 

will I know if they are ready to make a sincere decision?” “The conversation I had about this when I was 

young was confusing, and I don’t want to do that to anyone else.” There’s good news: we don’t save 

anyone, the Holy Spirit does.  

The best thing we can do is to be growing in our own relationship with Jesus. It starts there. The more 

time we spend praying, serving and studying God’s Word, the more sensitive we become to the work of 

the Holy Spirit around us. Here is more good news: there’s only one way to Christ. There is not one way 

for adults and another for children. John 14:6 tells us that Jesus is the way. If you are a Christian, you are 

simply sharing what has already changed your life with someone else.  

We need to understand children so that we can communicate truth in a way that is theologically 

accurate but in a way they can understand. In these conversations, questions are key. They let you into a 

child’s mind and heart. They help you see where the child is on their spiritual journey.  The questions a 

child asks help you determine what type of information they seek. 

Some of the first questions asked come from a place of curiosity. Children are constantly discovering 

more about their world. Questions asked from curiosity are usually about facts. These conversations 

happen when a child experiences something new, like seeing communion or a baptism for the first time. 

Young children ask questions as they learn to fit spiritual experiences into their lives. These types of 

questions are great at leading into a spiritual conversation, but they do not always mean a child is ready 

to make the decision to follow Christ. Questions of this nature tend to start in the older preschool years. 

As a child learns more about faith, their  questions will begin to shift. A personal connection occurs. A 

child begins to realize there is a connection between the facts they know about spiritual things and their 

world. Connection questions can be triggered by a life event such as a tragedy, natural disaster, sickness 

of a grandparent, or the death of a pet.  While curiosity questions are fact-based, a child asking 

connection questions is showing an interest in how spiritual things relate to their community or 

someone they know.  

That personal connection to things of God leads a child to a place where a decision needs to be made. 

The connection between things of God to the world they live in starts to become personal. God is not 

only in the world around them, he is part of their everyday life. They have to decide whether or not they 

are going to live for God. This is the place on the journey where facts about God that affect the world 

have an impact on their individual life. The child experiences conviction and has an understanding that a 

choice needs to be made.  



One of the greatest influences on a child’s faith happens next. Once a decision to follow Christ is made, 

discipleship becomes essential. There is often a gap at this stage, which is reflected in the way it is 

described. There is a clear distinction between “leading a child to Christ” and “teaching a child to follow 

Christ.” In order to bridge this gap, you need to have a plan to help the child grow in knowledge of what 

they believe and provide opportunity to live it out.  

Here are some helpful things to remember when talking with a child about their spiritual journey. 

Ask the right kinds of questions. Remember, questions give you insight into what a child is thinking.  Too 

often the conversation goes like this: 

Adult: Do you love Jesus? 

Child: Yes 

Adult: Do you want to go to heaven? 

Child: Yes 

Adult: Do you want to pray now? 

Child: Yes 

What has the adult learned about where the child is on their spiritual journey? Not much.  

1. Use open-ended questions. Open ended questions - those that take more than one word to answer - 

give an adult the opportunity to see what the child is seeking. A child says, “I want to go to heaven.” Ask 

questions like “what has you thinking about heaven?” or “how do you think someone gets to heaven?” 

to see what is on their heart. These types of questions help move the conversation beyond facts to 

examining a child’s understanding of what those facts mean to them. It’s the difference between a 

child’s ability to define sin and their understanding of the effects of sin in their life. 

2. Use language children understand.  Sometimes the words we use can be a barrier for children. I 

encountered this first hand as a summer missionary. While preparing to share the gospel with a group of 

neighborhood children, I asked if any of them had been saved. A precious little girl raised her hand and 

volunteered her story. She told us about being at the beach with her grandmother when a wave took 

her under the water. Her grandmother ran into the water and saved her. That was not the story I was 

expecting, yet God used it to lead into a gospel presentation and to teach me a lesson! Explain words 

like sin, repentance, grace and forgiveness. Keep the key ideas and important words in the conversation, 

but give the child a chance to share what they mean to them before moving on. When a child is trying to 

verbalize thoughts and concepts that are more abstract, it may take a minute for them to respond. Be 

patient. Allow them some time and resist the urge to answer for them. If the child still struggles to 

answer the question, consider rephrasing the question. 



3. Keep the conversation going. How you respond to a child’s spiritual questions can set the stage for 

future conversations-or the lack of them. Consider the following situations where a child responds to an 

invitation at the end of a service and talks with the pastor: 

  When the service ends, the pastor addresses the congregation and says, “I guess you saw 

Johnny come talk to me. Well, sometimes, little children don’t understand.” He then makes the 

announcements for the week and dismisses the service with prayer. 

 This pastor addresses the congregation after asking Johnny to stand with him and says, “This is 

Johnny. He is asking some great questions about heaven. I want to ask you to pray for Johnny, 

his family and me as we learn more about the Bible and God’s plan together.” He then asks 

Johnny’s family to join them and prays for them before dismissing the service. 

What are the differences in these situations? One sets the child up for future discussions and 

opportunities while the other appears to end the conversation. Not every child we talk with will be 

ready to make a decision, but that does not mean the conversation ends until they are older. Keep 

talking with them about spiritual things. It is much easier to have spiritual discussions with a 14-year-old 

if you have been talking with them since they were a 4-year-old. 

4. Involve the family whenever possible. Families spend more time together during the week than they 

do at church. For families connected to church, provide them with tools and resources for talking with 

their children. Guide them to scripture related to the topic their child is asking about. Suggest age-

appropriate books they can read together. This will help the child learn about spiritual things and 

strengthen family relationships. For children whose families do not attend church, set up a time to visit 

them at home. You may have the opportunity to share Christ with the whole family! 

5. Use the Bible. There are so many wonderful resources and tracts for children. Even when using them, 

it is important to use a Bible, especially the child’s if possible. Using the Bible helps a child see God’s 

promises in his Word. Many tracts include printed verses, but taking the time to look up the passage in 

the Bible connects the message you are sharing to God’s Word. Highlight or underline verses as you read 

them to help reassure the child if they have questions later.  

6. Give them something to hold on to. Just like an anchor holds a ship in place so the waves will not toss 

it about, providing spiritual anchors helps a child hold firm to their faith and the decision they have 

made. Here are some ideas: 

 Write about the experience in their Bible. 

 Provide opportunities for them to share their testimony with others. 

 Celebrate spiritual birthdays with parties or service projects. 

 If the decision is made at camp, during VBS or other church event, take a picture of the event 

and have them write their testimony on the back. 

Having faith conversations with children doesn’t need to be scary. When you trust God to reveal how He 

is working in a child’s life, you start looking for opportunities to share. It becomes a potential part of 

every conversation. 



Tips to Remember when Sharing the Gospel  
with Children in a Large Group Setting 

 

1) Determine the ages to involve.  Jesus knew his audience. His message never changed but the 

illustrations and methods varied by group. 

2) Keep it simple and clear—offer a clear way to respond. It is easy to say: 

  “We are about to go to crafts. Anyone who wants to talk with someone about becoming a Christian, 

you stay here. Everyone else line up.”  

A better approach would be: “If you would like to talk with someone about following Jesus, please join 

Mr. Steve and Ms. Janet on the left side of the room.” (Allow time for them to move. Then dismiss the 

others.) This gives those who have questions a chance to respond immediately. 

3) Consider using a response card to lower pressure. For some children raising a hand or walking to 

the front (not that either of these is wrong) can confuse the physical act with the spiritual one. 

Have a way for all children to respond by writing their name on a card and checking a box 

indicating if they know they are a Christian, think they might be a Christian, don’t know if they 

are a Christian, or know they are not a Christian. These types of responses can guide follow up 

conversations that day and in the furture. 

4) Remember every child deserves personal counseling. Whether you have children respond in a 

group setting or use a response card, have a plan for someone to follow up personally. Why is 

this important? When counseling two or more children at a time, you often encounter situations 

where one child wants to always answer first and for anyone else in the group—they are so 

excite and they just can’t keep it in. Personal counseling allows the person guiding the 

conversation to get a better idea of where the child is. Begin by asking something like “What 

would you like to talk about?” Asking a child open ended questions helps you understand if they 

are just seeking facts or if they are looking for something personal. (See Appendix 2 for more 

tips on talking with children about matters of faith.) 

5) Train counselors who understand children.  Often it is hard for a child to put into words what 

they feel—especially if they have never verbalized it before. Counselors will need to allow a 

child time to think and respond without making assumptions or giving them more information 

than they need. 

6) Have a follow up plan that includes immediate reassurance and what they need to do next. Here 

are some ideas for immediate next steps: 

 Share their decision with someone—a family member, someone at church, whoever 

they can tell in a timely manner 



 A verse to read (and a Bible if they do not have one) and write down or draw a picture 

of what it means to them.  John 3:16 is a great starting point. The goal is to teach them 

to have a quiet time. 

 Additional ideas for discipleship can be found in Appendix 3. 

7) The most important tool you have in sharing the gospel with children is your personal 

relationship with Christ. The Holy Spirit is with you. The more we invest in our relationship, the 

easier it is to respond to the prompting of the Spirit. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Resources for Leading Children to Christ 
 
General Training Resources: 
Leading a Child to Christ Training DVD (available from Lifeway) 
Step by Step:  Leading Your Child to Christ (Children’s Ministry Solutions/Art Murphy) 
I’m a Christian Now (Class resource kit available for 1st-3rd and 4th-6th graders, Lifeway) 
 
Books: 
Leading Kids to Jesus: How to Have One-on-One Conversations about Faith by David Staal 
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2006) 
The Faith of a Child by Art Murphy (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2000) 
My John 3:16 Book- Lola Mazola’s Happyland Adventure (B & H Publishing Group, 2008) 
When Can I? by Thomas Sanders (Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2002) 
Joining Children on the Spiritual Journey: Nurturing a Life of Faith by Catherine Stonehouse 
(Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, 1998) 
The Spiritual Growth of Children by John Trent (Focus on the Family, 2003) 
How Do I Become a Christian? by Muriel Fontenot Blackwell (Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
2000) 
 
Witnessing Booklets/Tracts: 
 God’s Special Plan (NAMB)  
The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me (Lifeway) 
Steps to Peace with God (Billy Graham Evangelistic Association) 
Evangecube (http://www.e3resources.org/) 
Have you heard about the Four Fantastic Facts? (Four Spiritual Laws for Kids—Campus Crusade) 
Memory Cross  
 
Web resources: 
http://www.lifeway.com/kidsministry/?s=evangelism  (LifeWay blog with evangelism 
discussions) 
Sharing the Gospel with Children – from www.ncbaptist.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.e3resources.org/


Discipleship Ideas for A Child After They Accept Christ 
 
Any time someone accepts Christ, there is much to celebrate.  When a child makes a decision, they often 
wonder what happens next. How will their life be different? As parents and leaders we have the 
privilege of coming alongside a child and helping them on their journey as a Christian. We are able to 
help them lay foundations as they learn how to build their life on Christ.  The more intentionally a child 
is discipled, the less of a foothold Satan has to use to bring doubt as the child grows up. The more a child 
talks about his or her faith and acts to deepen their relationship with Christ, the stronger their faith 
becomes.  Each child is unique and the ways they live out their faith may differ, but here are some ideas 
to help them on the journey: 
 
Ideas for personal growth: 
 

 Participate in a New Christian’s Class at church. Being engaged in a class that helps children 

develop a deeper understanding of what it means to be a Christian and how to share what they 

believe with others provides confidence and knowledge. (A great next step after a New 

Christian’s Class is to have children of a similar age who have made decisions meet on a regular 

basis to talk about how they are learning to grow in their faith.) 

 

 Model and train them in having a daily quiet time.  Depending on the age, work with the child 
to create a habit of spending time in God’s word and in prayer on a daily basis.  You may have to 
guide them at first, but school age children should quickly progress to time alone with God. 
Finding a devotional guide on their level is a great help as they start learning to study for 
themselves.  It is important to remember to have them use the Bible to read specific passages, 
even if the scripture is written out for them.  This creates the habit of digging into God’s word. 
 

 Have a family devotional/accountability time.  If this is something your family has already been 
doing, add an element of responsibility. The goal of this is for the family to open God’s word 
together, pray and support each other in living out their faith.  One easy way to do this is to take 
a topic a month to focus on as a family.  Each week read a passage that shows what God has to 
say. Next have each family member list something they will do that week to show they are 
putting it into practice.  Here’s an example.  Let’s say a family adopts the topic of media.  They 
might choose to read (and memorize) Philippians 4:8. One person might set goals related to 
television while another focuses on types of video games and another might address phone 
usage. The following week, each family member talks about what they did and what they 
learned before looking at the week ahead. Parents can use this time to address age appropriate 
issues and help children learn how their faith impacts them as they grow with topics related to 
sportsmanship, dating, fashion, friendships and more. 

 
Ideas for learning to share their testimony: 

 Share with the church family. After a child makes a decision, have them share what happened 

with those who were not present when it happened. Telling Sunday school teachers, AWANA 

leaders and other children they see at church about their decision is a great way to teach them 

about having a testimony. 

 

http://blog.lifeway.com/vbs2014/
http://blog.lifeway.com/vbs2014/
http://blog.lifeway.com/vbs2014/


 Share with family and friends. Have the child call relatives who live away to tell the good news. 

Have a baptism or spiritual birthday party where the child invites friends and family with the 

sole purpose of celebrating becoming a Christian and making the decision public.  Include a time 

for the child to share what happened. Time for others to share and possibly respond would 

provide support and encouragement for a child that might be shy. 

Ideas for putting faith to work: 
 

 Get involved in serving at church. Many people think you have to wait until you are older to 

serve at church but here are some ideas children of any age can do (connecting the act of 

service with a scripture takes it to a whole new level): greet at doors, distribute bulletins, pick up 

around the church, , tell a Bible story or lead an activity for a younger aged class, take up the 

offering, collect attendance records, help decorate for special events, surprise the choir with 

snacks during rehearsal, visit guests who have children, pray or read scripture in worship, send 

cards to those who are on the prayer list…what they can do is only limited by imagination. 

 

 Be involved in missions.  Find ways as a family to serve on a monthly basis. Is there anyone in 

your neighborhood you can serve? Can you help in the community? When you find a project be 

sure and tell those involved that Jesus loves them and ask if you can share why He is important 

to you. This can take on a whole new level by inviting friends to be part of the project.  

 
 
 

 
 
 


