
You are involved in youth ministry because you have 

the heart found in Psalm 78:2-4. “I will utter hidden 

things, things from of old—things we have heard and 

known, things our ancestors have told us. We will 

not hide them from their descendants; we will tell the 

next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, 

his power, and the wonders He has done.” Let us not 

underestimate God’s heart for the next generation. 

He chose a teen girl named Esther to save a nation, a 

teen boy named David to win a battle and become a 

hero, and a ragtag group of disciples, some of them 

teenagers, to shake the world. The following material 

is designed to help you structure a youth ministry for 

growth. God will send students to those who are ready 

for them, and we need to do everything we can to 

reach the next generation.

The Desperate Need:

• 65% of people trust Christ before the age of 17.

• In 2013, of 1524 ABSC churches, 914 reported no  

 youth baptisms, and 208 reported one.

• 65% of salvations occur before age 17, yet 75% of  

 ABSC churches reported one or no baptisms  

 among this age group.

Questions to Consider:
• How many students is our church reaching? Baptizing? 
• How many students is our church prepared to  
 effectively minister to?
• Is reaching the next generation a major emphasis of  
 our church? How can I be prepared to make it a  
 major emphasis?
• Does our church have an evangelistic youth ministry?
• Does our programming look the same at each  
 service? What purpose does programming serve?
• Does our programming reflect an intentional  
 strategy for youth ministry?
• Does our church create a calendar that reflects our  
 goals for youth ministry?
• Have safety and security issues concerning our  
 students been addressed?
• What is my role as a leader and am I growing other  
 leaders?

In order to answer these questions, we need to focus our 

attention on six essential elements of youth ministry. 

Prayerfully addressing these six elements position 

a church’s youth ministry to enjoy God’s blessing by 

impacting the lives of students in the church and 

community. 

1. Leadership 

2. Safety and Security

3. Evangelism

4. Programming

5. Calendaring

6. Curriculum and Small Groups



Elements of Foundational 
Youth Ministry:

1. Leadership

• Level 1:  Understanding Your Role as a Leader

• Level 2: Communicating with Parents

• Level 3: Addressing Problems among Adults/Leaders

• Level 4: Growing as a Leader

• Level 5: Creating Adult Leadership Teams

2. Safety and Security

• Level 1: Student Check-In & Personal Information

• Level 2: Youth Ministry Volunteers

• Level 3: Special Events

• Level 4: Personal Crisis Situations

3. Evangelism

• Level 1:  Clearly Communicating the Gospel

• Level 2: Offering an Invitation

• Level 3:  Getting Ready for Baptism and Growth

• Level 4: Teaching Students to Share Their Faith

• Level 5: Planning for Gospel Events and Outreach

4. Programming

• Level 1: Purpose of Sundays and Wednesdays

• Level 2: Elements of a Youth Service

• Level 3:  Measuring Your Youth Ministry

• Level 4: School Campus Ministry

5. Calendaring

• Level 1: Creating a Youth Ministry Calendar

• Level 2: Maximizing the Calendar

• Level 3:  Using the Calendar to Connect with the  

  Church and Community

• Level 4: Preparing for Calendared Events

6. Curriculum and Small Groups

• Level 1: Purpose of the Services

• Level 2: How to Teach in a Large Group

• Level 3:  Characteristics of Small Group Leaders

• Level 4: Interactive Teaching Tips for Small  

  Group Leaders

• Level 5: Creating a Learning Culture for Small  

  Groups/Sunday School

For specific information about implementing the 

recommendations listed here, download the complete 

version of the “Foundational Youth Ministry” design 

guide at www.revitalizearkansas.com.

 


