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Family Ministry 
 

LEVEL 1: PRIORITIZE YOUR OWN FAMILY 
 
The deacon and elder lists in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 share five things in common, and two of them pertain to 
the home (the husband of one wife and manage his household well).  Revitalizing a church will rarely occur or 
be sustained if pastors and/or church leaders have not prioritized their own family.   
 
Pray for and with your family  
One of the most important things you can do for and with your family is to pray for them and with them.  
Consistently ask how you can pray for your own family members.  If you need some creative ways to pray for 
your spouse and children, check out the “31 Day Prayer Challenge” apps (www.31dayprayerchallenge.com):   

Pray for Your Wife: 31 Day Challenge 
Pray for Your Husband: 31 Day Challenge 
Pray with Your Spouse: 31 Day Challenge 
Pray for Your Son: 31 Day Challenge 
Pray for Your Daughter: 31 Day Challenge 

 
Learn key Bible passages on family 
Discover what the Bible says about family and discipleship.  Some key biblical texts related to family 
discipleship are Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Psalm 78:1-8; Proverbs 4:1-4; Ephesians 6:1-4; 2 Timothy 3:14-17.  
Additional texts are at the end of the design guide.  
 
Guard time with your family  
One of the challenges in ministry is protecting family time.  Know and develop your own family rhythm and 
guard your time with family to maintain proper balance.  Unfortunately, many pastors and staff struggle with 
the tyranny of the urgent, rushing from one ministry responsibility or crisis to another while their family 
suffers.  A minister must schedule time to accomplish priorities through a day and a week.  Schedule family 
time and events, and utilize your flexibility to get your work done without interfering with family 
commitments. One way to guard your time is to schedule appointments with your children and family.  When 
an outside conflict arises, share that you have a previously scheduled appointment and suggest another 
possible time to meet. 
 
Read a book about family and parenting 
Most ministers read books on church and ministry.  Make sure to work in some reading related to your own 
family that will encourage you to disciple your children at home.  Some suggested books to get you started 
engaging your family: 

 
It Starts at Home: A Practical Guide to Nurturing Lifelong Faith by Kurt Bruner 
The Legacy Path: Discover Intentional Spiritual Parenting by Brian Haynes 
Growing a Spiritually Strong Family by Dennis Rainey 
Visionary Parenting: Capture a God-Sized Vision for Your Family by Rob Rienow 
Parenting: 14 Gospel Principles by Paul David Tripp 

http://www.31dayprayerchallenge.com/


 

2 
 

 
If you have teenagers, take advantage of free resources from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
which include six years’ worth of free downloads for discipling teenagers (see http://disciple6.com/). 
 
 
Plan special family times 
Prioritizing your own family and experiencing some fruit from time investing in your own home will enable you 
to lead and speak more authoritatively because you are applying what you are encouraging other families to 
learn and apply.  One of the key family times to emphasize in your home is eating regularly together at home 
with all media turned off so that you can engage in undistracted conversations with your family.  Studies show 
that families who consistently eat together around the table have children with reduced rates of abuse, 
addictions, and other kinds of aberrant behaviors. 
 
Counseling for ministry families 
Sometimes life circumstances put an extreme amount of stress on families, which can result in a need for 
outside counseling to help work through life’s challenges.  The Arkansas Baptist State Convention, in 
partnership with the Arkansas Baptist Children’s Home, provides free counseling to ministers and their 
immediate family.  Please call the toll free number 800-838-2272, and ask to be connected to the Evangelism 
and Church Health Team to discuss free counseling for a minister’s family.   
 
Prioritizing your marriage 
Discover some practical ideas and resources for help in prioritizing your marriage in the Marriage Ministry 
Design Guide. 
 
 

  

http://disciple6.com/
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LEVEL 2: PREACH AND TEACH ON FAMILY 
 
One way for a pastor to implement family ministry in the church is to preach a series on family.  Many pastors 
utilize the time from Mother’s Day to Father’s day to preach such a series. 
 
Another approach is for churches to provide a short study on family during the Sunday school hour, 
discipleship training time, or another night of the week at the church or in someone’s home.  Many churches 
utilize video driven teaching resources which provide solid, biblical content. After watching the video, the 
leader of the group facilitates questions to help process and apply what everyone learned.  There are a variety 
of resources easily available for you and your church. 
 

Right Now Media: (www.rightnowmedia.org) provides a variety of great teaching series on family and 
parenting. 

 
Lifeway: (www.lifeway.com)  

  
Other churches prefer to use a book to read and talk about the practical needs of families from a biblical 
perspective.  There is an abundance of parenting books available, such as those listed above in Level 1.  It will 
be much easier to lead the group if the leader has read the book beforehand.  This will enable the leader to 
lead with more confidence.  
 
Sometimes it can be beneficial to bring a person in from outside your church to offer training related to 
parenting and families issues.  Contact the Arkansas Baptist State Convention Evangelism and Church Healthy 
Team office at 800-838-2272 for help in finding a speaker to provide specific parent training. 
 
Discover additional helps and ideas on marriage and relationships in the Marriage Ministry Design Guide. 
 
 

  

http://www.rightnowmedia.org/
http://www.lifeway.com/
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LEVEL 3: PLAN FOR MILESTONE EQUIPPING 
 
The church has a biblical mandate to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19-20), and the family has a 
mandate to make disciples of children at home (Deuteronomy 6:4-9).  How can a church help parents become 
the primary disciple makers of their children?  One strategy gaining momentum in churches is to develop a 
milestone ministry. 
 
Brian Haynes, author of the book, Shift: What It Takes to Finally Reach Families Today, identifies a milestone 
as “an event preceded by a period of instruction by parents and the church to be celebrated as God works in a 
person’s life.  Each milestone marks an individual’s progression along a life path of spiritual formation.  
Milestones naturally connect with Christian families in important seasons of life.”  Similar terms used to 
describe milestones are “rites of passage” or “spiritual markers.” 

 
A brief glance at your church will likely reveal that you already have some elements of a milestone ministry in 
place.  Many churches have child dedications, give out Bibles to children, baptize children after salvation, etc.  
All these events are significant milestones, or rites of passage, in a child’s life.  Enhance what you are already 
doing with these events or experiences by equipping parents to build up the faith of their children at home.  
Where do you start? 
 

1. Discover milestone events already present in your church.   
Here are some examples: baby dedication, transition of child attending “big church,” receiving first 
Bible, salvation, baptism, first communion, children’s camp, moving from children’s ministry to student 
ministry, first youth camp, first mission trip, purity ceremony, high school graduation, and eventually 
marriage.  Your church may have other events or events like these with different names. 

 
2. Choose one milestone event and identify the details.   

We will use a child dedication service as an example.  In most churches, this involves making an 
announcement of the date for the special service, which often coincides with Mother’s Day.  Parents 
sign up their child so that their names and the child’s name can be printed in the bulletin, often with a 
cute picture of the baby.  Parents stand in front of the congregation as the names are announced, and 
the baby is given a small Bible.  Then, the pastor prays for their families.   

 
3. Brainstorm ways to equip parents through this milestone.   

We will continue to use the example of a child dedication service.  Utilize this time to teach key 
passages of Scripture about parenting.  Don’t assume most parents know what the Bible says about 
parents.  Here are a few key passages: Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Psalm 78:1-8; Proverbs 22:6; Luke 2:39-40, 
51-52; Ephesians 6:1-4; 2 Timothy 3:14-17.  Encourage them to memorize Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and ask 
themselves the question, “How can we put this passage into practice in our home?” Ask a parent with 
older children to share some of the things they did to disciple their children at home.  Encourage them 
to write out one intentional goal for their family that the pastor will share during the parent-child 
dedication service.  Walk them through the nursery area, children’s area, and student area, explaining 
how your church will help them along the way, and encouraging them to be intentional in their home. 

 
4. Develop strategic plans to equip parents prior to the event.   
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After you’ve brainstormed a variety of ways to equip parents, then you’ll need to narrow them down 
to a few key things you can realistically accomplish in your church context.  Write out your ideas and 
how much time you will need to equip parents. 

 
5. Identify who is best qualified to lead this training.   

In some churches this would be the pastor.  In other churches, it may be an education minister, 
children’s minister, student minister, or committed layperson.  You may choose to involve a variety of 
people in leading this parent training prior to the child dedication service.  

 
6. Calendar the milestone event and training time(s) prior to the event.   

Make sure there are no conflicts with other events or training times at your church.  Most parents, 
even those who are nominally committed to the church, will make it a point to participate in this kind 
of service.  Some churches require parents to attend a series of consecutive training times on Sundays 
leading up to the event from one to three Sundays.   

 
7. Publicize the training sessions required before attending the event.   

Make sure you do this well in advance in bulletins, verbal announcements, power point slides, church 
newsletters, and Sunday school announcements.  Develop a section on your church website which 
provides information and resources for equipping parents through these milestone experiences. 

 
8. Lead the training and the event.   

Provide good resources during the training.  Show parents what you want them to do instead of just 
telling them what to do.     

 
9. Evaluate and make adjustments for future milestone events.   

This will provide feedback so you can continue to improve in your goal of equipping parents.  How well 
did this training equip parents?  How memorable was the event? 

 
Once you have worked through this process with one milestone event, then you can work through this process 
with other milestone events as you develop a strategy to equip parents to disciple their children through the 
natural stages from birth to leaving the home.  Focus on equipping parents to disciple their children at each 
specific milestone stage.  This equipping will enable parents to become more effective at passing the faith 
along to the next generation.  The books and chart below will provide some additional clarification on a variety 
of different milestone approaches in churches. 
 
Other resources to help you along the journey are Brian Hayne’s book, Shift: What it Takes to Finally Reach 
Families Today, and his website Legacy Milestones for additional information, and Faith Path resources for 
parents by Lakepointe Baptist Church. 

 
  

http://www.legacymilestones.com/
http://www.lakepointe.org/(X(1)S(addvgbfj4xlccahata4okzsh))/faithpath/Default.aspx?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
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MILESTONE MINISTRY STRATEGIES 

 
RESOURCE 

Family Faith 
Celebrations 

Set 

Spiritual  
Milestones 

Shift 
Faith  
Path 

Take it  
Home 

Sticky Faith 
Milestone 
Moments 

Joshua  
Stones 

AUTHOR 
Group 

Publishing 
Jim  

Weidmann 
Brian  

Haynes 
Kurt  

Bruner 
Mark Holmen  
David Texeira 

Kara  
Powell 

 

WEBSITE 
http://store.group
publishing.com 

http://heritagebui
lders.com  

http://www.legac
ymilestones.com 

www.lakepointe.
org/faithpath/ 

http://www.faitha
thome.com/chur

ch-leader-
resources/ 

http://stickyfaith.
org/articles/miles

tones-of-faith 

http://www.vbmb
.org/resources/ 

Joshua-
Stones/default.cf

m 

MILESTONE 
# 

6 6 7 12 13 14 14 

 
1. Baby Blessing 
Kit 

1. The Testimony: 
Baptism 

Milestone 1:  
The Birth of a 
Baby 

1. Parent 
Dedication (Birth 
– 2 years) 

1. Baby 
Dedication 
(Newborns) 

1. Birth: Baptism  
(Parent-Child 
Dedication) 

1. New Baby 

 
2. First Bible Kit 
 

2. The Memorial: 
Communion 

Milestone 2:  
Faith 
Commitment 

2. Blessing  
(Ages 3+) 

2. Family 
Blessings (Two-
year olds) 

2. Kindergarten:  
Lord’s Prayer 

2. Family 
Dedication 

 
3. Faith 
Commitment Kit
  

3. The Ring: 
Commitment to 
Purity 

Milestone 3: 
Preparing for 
Adolescence 

3. Family Time  
(Ages 4+) 

3. Family 
Devotions (Three-
year olds) 

3. 1st Grade:  
John 3:16 

3. School 

 
4. Preteen 
Passage Kit 

4. The Rite of 

Passage: Crossing 
into Adulthood 

Milestone 4: 
Commitment to 
Purity 

4. Prepare to 
Lead Your Child 
to Christ (Age 5+) 

4. My Church 
(Preschoolers – 
4years) 

4. 2nd Grade:  
First Bible 

4.  First Bible 

 
5. Commitment  
to Purity Kit 

5. The High 
School Blessing: 
Worldview 

Milestone 5:  
Passage to 
Adulthood 

5. Prayer  
(Ages 6+) 

5. Family Prayer  
(4-5year olds) 

5. 3rd Grade:  
First Communion 

5. Profession of 
Faith 

 
6. High School 
Graduation Kit 

6. The Wedding: 
Extending the 
Heritage  

Milestone 6:  
High School 
Graduation 

6. Bible  
(Ages 7+) 

6. Family Service 
Projects (1st  
graders) 

6. 4th Grade:  
10 
Commandments 

6. Baptism 

   
Milestone 7:  
Life in Christ 

7. Worship 
 (Ages 8+) 

7. Family Worship  
(2nd  graders) 

7. 5th Grade:  
Apostle’s Creed 

7. Service 
Projects 

    
8. Giving and 
Serving (Ages 9+) 

8. My Bible  
(3rd  graders) 

8. 6th Grade:  
Martin Luther 

8. Mission Trip 

    
9. Preparing for 
Adolescence 
(Ages 11+) 

9. Money and me  
(4th and 5th  
graders) 

9. 7th Grade: 
Youth Bible and 
Confirmation  

9. Graduation 

    
10. Purity  
(Ages 13+) 

10. Computer 
Boundaries 
(Teens) 

10. 8th Grade: 
Confirmation 

10. Engagement 

    
11. Rite of 
Passage (Ages 
16+) 

11. Faith 
Mentoring 
(Teens) 

11. 9th Grade: 
Discipleship 

11. Wedding 

    
12. Launch  
(Ages 18+) 

12. Talking about 
Dating (Teens) 

12. 10th Grade:  
Gifting 

12. New Home 

     
13. Looking into 
the Future 
(Teens) 

13. 11th Grade:  
Retreat. 

13. Call to 
Ministry 

      
14. 12th Grade: 
Commissioning 

14. Celebration  
of Life 

http://store.grouppublishing.com/
http://store.grouppublishing.com/
http://heritagebuilders.com/
http://heritagebuilders.com/
http://www.legacymilestones.com/
http://www.legacymilestones.com/
http://www.lakepointe.org/faithpath/
http://www.lakepointe.org/faithpath/
http://www.faithathome.com/church-leader-resources/
http://www.faithathome.com/church-leader-resources/
http://www.faithathome.com/church-leader-resources/
http://www.faithathome.com/church-leader-resources/
http://stickyfaith.org/articles/milestones-of-faith
http://stickyfaith.org/articles/milestones-of-faith
http://stickyfaith.org/articles/milestones-of-faith
http://www.vbmb.org/resources/%20Joshua-Stones/default.cfm
http://www.vbmb.org/resources/%20Joshua-Stones/default.cfm
http://www.vbmb.org/resources/%20Joshua-Stones/default.cfm
http://www.vbmb.org/resources/%20Joshua-Stones/default.cfm
http://www.vbmb.org/resources/%20Joshua-Stones/default.cfm
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LEVEL 4: PRESCRIBE HELP FOR STRUGGLING FAMILIES 
 
All families struggle at different levels, and some will need additional help, time, and resources to help them 
heal and grow through some of the difficult circumstances they are facing.  God has placed people in the 
community, called the church, to provide help to those who are struggling within the church and outside the 
church.  Helping struggling families will not only bring health to their relationships it also provides an 
opportunity to reveal how the gospel provides ultimate hope and healing in our earthly struggles. 
 

Parent’s Night Out: Provide a periodical parent’s night out where the church provides childcare for 
parents so they can go out on a date and nurture their marriage relationship. 

 
Christian Counselor: Discover a variety of ways to help families that are struggling at home. Develop a 
relationship with a Christian counselor nearby that you can confidently refer families to for some 
additional help.  The Arkansas Baptist Children’s Home provides a list of suggested Christian counselors 
around the state by clicking here. 

 
Divorce Care: Enlist couples who have been through a divorce and sufficiently healed their 
relationships to lead a Divorce Care ministry and provide Divorce Care for kids.  If your church cannot 
offer this type of group, then check the Divorce Care website to discover if any churches in your area 
offer a group to the public at www.divorcecare.org.  

 
Respite Care: Some churches have parents with special needs children or foster children.  These 
parents can really benefit from respite care for their children so they can spend some time alone 
together. 

 
Step-Families: Enlist a couple that has stepchildren and has sufficiently worked through some of the 
challenges of blending their family together.  Utilize this couple to lead a study through Ron Deal’s 
book, The Smart Step-Family.  Ron Deal at Family Life provides a wealth of resources and ideas for 
stepfamily ministry at www.familylife.com/familylifeblended. 

 
Celebrate Recovery: Some family members who have been involved in various types of addictive 
behavior can benefit from a Celebrate Recovery group at www.celebraterecovery.com.  

 
Struggling Adult Children: Many older believing parents are burdened that their adult children are no 
longer engaged in church.  Enlist a healthy leader to lead parents dealing with this specific struggle to 
read the book, When they Turn Away by Rob Rienow, and discuss how to apply gospel principles that 
will help them grieve while providing ideas on ministering to their adult children. 

 
Very few churches will provide all of the ministry options listed above.  Identify the specific needs members in 
your church and community express, and discover the resources and people you have that can help provide 
strategic leadership to minister to people.  Many times there are people in your church who have gone 
through similar struggles, and God has brought healing and hope to them in such a way that they can share 
how they struggled, and how God helped them through the rough times in their life.  Identify that one area 
where you feel God is leading your church to help families and focus there first, developing leaders and the 
ministry before adding additional helps to families. 

http://www.abchomes.org/assets/files/Arkansas%20Christian%20Counseling%20Directory%202013-2014updated(1).pdf
http://www.divorcecare.org/
http://www.familylife.com/familylifeblended
http://www.celebraterecovery.com/
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LEVEL 5: PREPARE FAMILY MENTORS 
 
The beauty of the local church is the multigenerational differences within the body.  In most churches there 
are a variety of people of different ages.  Churches can utilize these relational resources to connect the 
generations together to strengthen one another.  Essentially, there is an opportunity to disciple and train 
older generations to disciple and mentor younger generations. 
 
Preparing family mentors would best be done by the pastor or another mature leader in the church.  Training 
mentors is essentially training people how to make disciples. 
 
Reflect on your life experience.  How have you benefited from someone older mentoring you regarding family 
life?  What are some ways you wish someone older had mentored you to grow and mature in your family? 
 

 Clarify your vision of how you would like to see more mature families mentor younger families. 
 

 Identify what mentoring relationships would look like.  Couples mentor couples; men mentor men; 
and women mentor women. 

 

 Prayerfully identify up to four mature couples who have proven their maturity in the church. 
 
LEADER/MENTOR MEETING TRAINING SCHEDULE  
 
(Meet for seven consecutive weeks for training with three follow-up meetings to gain feedback on how their 
mentoring process is going.  The purpose of these meetings is for the pastor or church leader to train and 
equip mentor couples who will eventually mentor other young families once they have gone through the 
training. 
 
Each MENTOR meeting should involve the following elements: 

 

 Mine Scripture for practical truths for families. 

 Eat Together in a home setting. 

 Nurture Relationships by practicing the one another’s in Scripture (see page 16). 

 Tell stories of success and struggles in family life. 

 Openly pray with one another sharing needs and requests. 

 Rehearse Scripture memory verses. 

 
Week 1: Plan a time to invite up to four mentor couples to your home for a meal and a mentor training time.  
This meeting will involve casting vision and getting to know one another.   
 

 Mine Scripture: Psalm 71:17-18 (Read and discuss the text.) 

 Eat Together: The leader couple will provide the meal. 
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 Nurture Relationships: Share a High/Low point of your week as you eat (Romans 12:15). 

 Tell Stories: Share a story about someone who has invested relationally in your family. 

 Openly Pray: Discuss and pray how mentors can be used to invest in younger families. 

 Rehearse Scripture: Memorize Psalm 71:17-18 for next week. 

 
Week 2: Plan to meet at your house again with a meal for the purpose of demonstrating what a mentoring 
time with another family might look like.  You are modeling how to practice hospitality and discipleship in your 
home.  During this meeting facilitate a discussion of Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and what the application of this verse 
might look like in a home.   
 

 Mine Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (Read and discuss the text.) 

 Eat Together: The leader couple will provide the meal. 

 Nurture Relationships: Share a High/Low point of your week as you eat. (Romans 12:15) 

 Tell Stories: Share a story about some successes and struggles in family discipleship. 

 Openly Pray: Discuss and pray how mentors can be used to invest in younger families. Begin praying 

for specific families God might use mentor couples to invest in. 

 Rehearse Scripture: Quote Psalm 71:17-18, and memorize Deuteronomy 6:4-9 for next week. 

 
Week 3: Enlist mentor couple one to host the next meeting in their home with a meal.  Ask them to facilitate a 
discussion on Psalm 78:1-8 similar to how you modeled it when discussing the passage in Deuteronomy 6.  
Follow up with mentor couple one during the week discuss and process how they felt the time went.  What 
did they learn?  What would they do differently? 
 

 Mine Scripture: Psalm 78:1-8 (Mentor couple one will read and facilitate discussion.) 

 Eat Together: Mentor couple one will provide the meal. 

 Nurture Relationships: Share a High/Low point of your week as you eat. (Romans 12:15) 

 Tell Stories: Share about your family of origin (how family disciples succeeded or struggled). 

 Openly Pray: Discuss and pray how mentors can be used to invest in younger families. Continue 

praying for specific families God might use mentor couples to invest in. 

 Rehearse Scripture: Quote Deuteronomy 6:4-9, and memorize Psalm 78:4 for next week. 

 
Week 4: Enlist mentor couple two to host the next meeting in their home with a meal.  Ask them to facilitate a 
discussion on Luke 2:21-52 similar to how you modeled it when discussing the passage in Deuteronomy 6.  
Follow up with mentor couple two during the week discuss and process how they felt the time went.  What 
did they learn?  What would they do differently? 
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 Mine Scripture: Luke 2:21-52 (Mentor couple two will read and facilitate discussion) 

 Eat Together: Mentor couple two will provide the meal. 

 Nurture Relationships: Share a High/Low point of your week as you eat. (Romans 12:15) 

 Tell Stories: Share about your family, your commitment to local church involvement, and the 

importance of that in the spiritual development of families. 

 Openly Pray: Discuss and pray how mentors can be used to invest in younger families. Continue 

praying for specific families God might use mentor couples to invest in. 

 Rehearse Scripture: Quote Psalm 78:4, and memorize Luke 2:52 for next week. 

 
Week 5: Enlist mentor couple three to host the next meeting in their home with a meal.  Ask them to facilitate 
a discussion on 2 Timothy 3:14-17 similar to how you modeled it when discussing the passage in Deuteronomy 
6.  Follow up with mentor couple three during the week discuss and process how they felt the time went.  
What did they learn?  What would they do differently? 
 

 Mine Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:14-17 (Mentor couple three will read and facilitate discussion) 

 Eat Together: Mentor couple three will provide the meal. 

 Nurture Relationships: Share a High/Low point of your week as you eat. (Romans 12:15) 

 Tell Stories: Share your salvation testimonies and discuss ways to share the gospel at home. 

 Openly Pray: Discuss and pray how mentors can be used to invest in younger families. Continue 

praying through specific families God might use mentor couples to invest in. 

 Rehearse Scripture: Quote Luke 2:52, and memorize 2 Timothy 3:14-17 for next week. 

 
Week 6: Enlist mentor couple four to host the next meeting in their home with a meal.  Ask them to facilitate 
a discussion on Ephesians 5:21-6:4 similar to how you modeled it when discussing the passage in 
Deuteronomy 6. Follow up with mentor couple four during the week discuss and process how they felt the 
time went.  What did they learn?  What would they do differently? 
 

 Mine Scripture: Ephesians 5:21-6:4 (Mentor couple four will read and facilitate discussion.) 

 Eat Together: Mentor couple four will provide the meal. 

 Nurture Relationships: Share a High/Low point of your week as you eat. (Romans 12:15) 

 Tell Stories: Share your salvation testimonies, and discuss ways to share the gospel at home. 

 Openly Pray: Discuss and pray how mentors can be used to invest in younger families. Continue 

praying for specific families God might use mentor couples to invest in. 

 Rehearse Scripture: Quote 2 Timothy 3:14-17, and memorize Ephesians 5:33 for next week. 
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Week 7: Host mentor couples back at the leader home and affirm them for their commitment to be involved 
in mentoring and discipling younger families.  Discuss Matthew 28:19-20 and the implications of making 
disciples who make disciples. Each couple share a family they believe God is leading them to mentor.  
Encourage them to host the family in their home at least once a month and cover a family related Scripture 
each time they meet the family.  Mentor families continue this process for six months investing in younger 
families.   
 

 Mine Scripture: Matthew 28:19-20 (Lead couple will read and facilitate discussion.) 

 Eat Together: Lead couple will provide the meal. 

 Nurture Relationships: Share a High/Low point of your week as you eat. (Romans 12:15) 

 Tell Stories: Share how you have grown through this discipleship process.  Share what you would like 

to see happen in the younger families you mentor. 

 Openly Pray: Pray specifically for the family God is leading you to mentor. 

 Rehearse Scripture: Quote Ephesians 5:33, and memorize Matthew 28:19-20 for the next meeting. 

 
NOTE: After meeting 7, your mentor couples will begin meeting with younger families to take them 
through the process you just modeled for them.  Your next three meetings with mentors will be to 
encourage them in the process of meeting with their families. 

 
Reunion Meeting 1: Host a mentor family reunion meeting in six weeks to discuss how their first mentor 
gatherings went.  This meeting will provide some accountability, encouragement, and wisdom as the mentors 
move forward with the family they are mentoring. 

 
Reunion Meeting 2: Host a mentor family reunion meeting after three months to discuss progress, challenges, 
and share stories to learn from one another.  Begin to identify the younger couples who have been mentored 
who could turn around and mentor another family.  Older mentor couples begin praying about what family 
God may be leading them to next. 

 
Reunion Meeting 3: Host a mentor family reunion meeting after five months to discuss next steps in the 
mentoring process.  Give couples an opportunity to continue investing in another family or take a six-month 
break.  Make it a goal to enlist at least one new couple who has been the beneficiary of this mentoring to turn 
around and mentor others.  Set a time frame for when you will begin the next six-month mentoring process 
and the follow up meetings along the way. 

 
 

MENTOR/MENTEE FAMILY MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
The following schedule is suggested for mentors meeting with mentee families over the course of six months:   
 
Each MENTOR meeting should involve the following elements each month: 
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 Mine Scripture for practical truths for families. 

 Eat Together in a home setting. 

 Nurture Relationships by practicing the one another’s in Scripture (see page 16). 

 Tell stories of success and struggles in family life. 

 Openly pray with one another sharing needs and requests. 

 Rehearse Scripture memory verses. 

 
Each MENTOR will contact mentees once a week by phone, text, or email outside of church, and make 
personal contact with family weekly at church. 

 
 

Month 1: Meet in Mentor Couple home, and discuss Deuteronomy 6:4-9. 
 

 Mine Scripture: Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (Read and discuss the text.) 

 Eat Together: The leader couple will provide the meal. 

 Nurture Relationships: Share a High/Low point of your week as you eat. (Romans 12:15) 

 Tell Stories: Share a story about some successes and struggles in family discipleship. 

 Openly Pray: Discuss and pray how mentors can be used to invest in younger families. Begin praying 

for specific families God might use mentor couples to invest in. 

 Rehearse Scripture: Quote Psalm 71:17-18, and memorize Deuteronomy 6:4-9 for next week. 

Mentors contact mentees once a week by phone, text, or email outside of church, and make personal 
contact with family weekly at church. 

 
 
Month 2: Meet in Mentor Couple home, and discuss Psalm 78:1-8. 
 

 Mine Scripture: Psalm 78:1-8 (Mentor couple one will read and facilitate discussion.) 

 Eat Together: Mentor couple one will provide the meal. 

 Nurture Relationships: Share a High/Low point of your week as you eat. (Romans 12:15) 

 Tell Stories: Share about your family of origin (how family disciples succeeded or struggled). 

 Openly Pray: Discuss and pray how mentors can be used to invest in younger families. Continue 

praying for specific families God might use mentor couples to invest in. 

 Rehearse Scripture: Quote Deuteronomy 6:4-9, and memorize Psalm 78:4 for next week. 
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Mentors contact mentees once a week by phone, text, or email outside of church, and make personal 
contact with family weekly at church. 

 
 
Month 3: Meet in Mentor Couple home and discuss Luke 2:21-52. 
 

 Mine Scripture: Luke 2:21-52 (Mentor couple two will read and facilitate discussion.) 

 Eat Together: Mentor couple two will provide the meal. 

 Nurture Relationships: Share a High/Low point of your week as you eat. (Romans 12:15) 

 Tell Stories: Share about your family, your commitment to local church involvement, and the 

importance of that in the spiritual development of families. 

 Openly Pray: Discuss and pray how mentors can be used to invest in younger families. Continue 

praying for specific families God might use mentor couples to invest in. 

 Rehearse Scripture: Quote Psalm 78:4, and memorize Luke 2:52 for next week. 

Mentors contact mentees once a week by phone, text, or email outside of church, and make personal 
contact with family weekly at church. 

 
 
Month 4: Meet in Mentor Couple home, and discuss 2 Timothy 3:14-17. 
 

 Mine Scripture: 2 Timothy 3:14-17 (Mentor couple three will read and facilitate discussion.) 

 Eat Together: Mentor couple three will provide the meal. 

 Nurture Relationships: Share a High/Low point of your week as you eat. (Romans 12:15) 

 Tell Stories: Share your salvation testimonies, and discuss ways to share the gospel at home. 

 Openly Pray: Discuss and pray how mentors can be used to invest in younger families. Continue 

praying for specific families God might use mentor couples to invest in. 

 Rehearse Scripture: Quote Luke 2:52, and memorize 2 Timothy 3:14-17 for next week. 

Mentors contact mentees once a week by phone, text, or email outside of church, and make personal 
contact with family weekly at church. 

 
 
Month 5: Meet in Mentee home and discuss Ephesians 5:21-6:4. 

 
The purpose of meeting in the mentee’s home is to begin helping them think through and experience what it 
is like to practice hospitality by hosting another family in their home for discipleship and mentoring.  Begin to 
cast the vision with the younger family about becoming involved as a mentor.  Discernment will be needed to 
determine whether this family has sufficient maturity to lead as mentors. 
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 Mine Scripture: Ephesians 5:21-6:4 (Mentor couple four will read and facilitate discussion) 

 Eat Together: Mentor couple four will provide the meal. 

 Nurture Relationships: Share a High/Low point of your week as you eat. (Romans 12:15) 

 Tell Stories: Share your salvation testimonies, and discuss ways to share the gospel at home. 

 Openly Pray: Discuss and pray how mentors can be used to invest in younger families. Continue 

praying for specific families God might use mentor couples to invest in. 

 Rehearse Scripture: Quote 2 Timothy 3:14-17, and memorize Ephesians 5:33 for next week. 

Mentors contact mentees once a week by phone, text, or email outside of church, and make personal 
contact with family weekly at church. 
 
 

Month 6: Meet in Mentor’s home and discuss Matthew 28:19-20 
  
This meeting would conclude the formal time of mentoring a family.  The relationship will likely continue on in 
a meaningful way.  Mentors will begin the process with another younger couple.  The family that was just 
mentored may begin the process with another family, depending upon their maturity level. 
 

 Mine Scripture: Matthew 28:19-20 (Lead couple will read and facilitate discussion.) 

 Eat Together: Lead couple will provide the meal. 

 Nurture Relationships: Share a High/Low point of your week as you eat. (Romans 12:15) 

 Tell Stories: Share how you have grown through this discipleship process.  Share what you would like 

to see happen in the younger families you mentor. 

 Openly Pray: Pray specifically for the family God is leading you to mentor. 

 Rehearse Scripture: Quote Ephesians 5:33 and memorize Matthew 28:19-20 and put into practice in 

their home. 

 
Check out additional resources to help you learn more about mentoring couples and families: 
  

Family Life Mentor Training (www.familylife.com/ementoring) 
 

The Complete Guide to Marriage Mentoring by Les and Leslie Parrott 
  

http://www.familylife.com/ementoring
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Name: ______________________ 
 
 

Date: _______________________ 

  Prioritizing My Time for My Family 
Psalm 31:14-15 “But I trust in you, O LORD; I say,  
“You are my God.” 15 My times are in your hand;” 

 

Time Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Time 

5:00am 
       

5:00am 
       

6:00am 
       

6:00am 
       

7:00am 
       

7:00am 
       

8:00am 
       

8:00am 
       

9:00am 
       

9:00am 
       

10:00am 
       

10:00am 
       

11:00am 
       

11:00am 
       

12:00pm 
       

12:00pm 
       

1:00pm 
       

1:00pm 
       

2:00pm 
       

2:00pm 
       

3:00pm 
       

3:00pm 
       

4:00pm 
       

4:00pm 
       

5:00pm 
       

5:00pm 
       

6:00pm 
       

6:00pm 
       

7:00pm 
       

7:00pm 
       

8:00pm 
       

8:00pm 
       

9:00pm 
       

9:00pm 
       

10:00pm 
       

10:00pm 
       

11:00pm 
       

11:00pm 
       

Time Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Time 
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ONE ANOTHER COMMANDS IN SCRIPTURE 
 

 
Accept one another: Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God. 
(Romans 15:7) 
 
Admonish one another: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with 
all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. (Colossians 
3:16) 
 
Bear one another’s burdens: Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
(Galatians 6:2) 
 
Bear with one another: Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 
(Ephesians 4:2) 
 
Build up one another: Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual 
“edification” (original=build up one another). (Romans 14:19) 
 
Care and concern for one another: but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. (1 Corinthians 
12:25) 
 
Comfort one another: so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction.  (2 Corinthians 1:3-7) 
 
Confess faults to one another: Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other. (James 5:16) 
 
Be devoted to one another: Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. (Romans 12:10a) 
 
Encourage one another: Therefore encourage one another and build each other up. (1 Thess. 5:11; Heb. 3:13) 
 
Forgive one another: forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. (Ephesians 4:32) 
 
Greet one another: Greet one another with a holy kiss. (Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12; 1 Thess. 5:26) 
 
Honest with one another: Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices . . . 
(Col. 3:9) 
 
Honor one another: Honor one another above yourselves. (Romans 12:10b) 
 
Be Hospitable to one another: Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. (1 Peter. 4:9; Romans 
12:13) 
 
Be Kind to one another: Be kind and compassionate to one another. (Ephesians 4:32) 
 
Love one another: Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another . . . 
(Romans 13:8) 
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Pray for one another: Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other. (James 5:16) 
 
Be the Same Mind with one another: May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit 
of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ (Romans 15:5) 
 
Serve one another: serve one another in love. (Galatians 5:13) 
 
Spur one another on: And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 
(Hebrews 10:24) 
 
Submit to one another: Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. (Ephesians 5:21) 
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SMART PHONE APPS 

 Convershakn 

 Questions in a box 

 Legacy Countdown 

 Parent Cue 

 Homefront 

 Focus on the Family 

 Parentstuff 

 Gloo (marriage) 

 Family App (SBTC) 
 

Family Ministry Resources for Church Leaders 
 
 
BEST READS RELATED TO FAMILY MINISTRY 
 

 Best Theological: God, Marriage and Family: Rebuilding the Biblical Foundations by Andreas 
Kostenberger. 

 

 Best Evaluation of Different Strategies: Perspectives on Family Ministry: Three Views by Timothy Paul 
Jones 

 

 Best Pastoral Leadership Perspective: Church + Home: The Proven Formula for Building Lifelong Faith 
by Mark Holmen 

 

 Best Church Strategy: 
 

1. Family Ministry Field Guide: How Your Church Can Equip Parents to Make Disciples by 
Timothy Paul Jones 

   
2. Take it Home: Inspiration and Events to Help Parents Spiritually Transform Their Children by 

Mark Holmen 
 

3. Shift: What it Takes to Finally Reach Families Today by Brian Haynes 
 

 Best Practical Ideas: Collaboration: Family + Church by Michael Chanley 
 

 Best Give Away to Parents: Growing a Spiritually Strong Family by Dennis Rainey 
 

 Best Conferences to Attend: 
 

o ETCH Family Ministry Conference (sponsored by Lifeway) (www.etchconference.com) 
 

o D6 Conference (www.d6family.com) 
 

o Orange Conference (www.theorangeconference.com) 
 
Anderson, Ray: Something Old, Something New: Marriage and Family Ministry in a Postmodern Culture 
   Anderson provides an overview of contemporary marriage and family ministry from a theological   
   perspective and a pragmatic perspective. 
 
Anthony, Michelle: Dreaming of More for the Next Generation: Lifetime Faith Ignited by Family Ministry 
   Anthony provides an approach to evaluate and envision your effectiveness in the spiritual formation of  
   children in home and church. 
 
Anthony, Michael and Michelle Anthony, eds: A Theology for Family Ministry 

http://www.etchconference.com/
http://www.d6family.com/
http://www.theorangeconference.com/
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 Michael and Michelle Anthony provide a succinct overview of family ministry with the bulk of the book    
    focusing on developing a theology of family ministry and how this shapes family ministry in the context of  
    the church.  www.rockharbor.org/ministries/families  www.biola.edu  
 
Barna, George: Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions: Why Children Should Be Your Church’s #1   
   Priority 

Barna gives many challenging statistics as he always does.  His research conclusions in this book point to how 
important it is to teach and emphasize spiritual truth for children.  It is normally too late to wait until they 
become teens.  This read will challenge parents and church leaders to become more intentional and 
strategic in what they do with their children’s ministry. Website information:  www.barna.org.  

 
Barna, George: Revolutionary Parenting 

This resource rose out of his research on children.  He interviewed young adults who have a vibrant growing 
relationship with Christ and their parents to discover some common denominators from their families (what 
they did and didn’t do while their children were at home) that led their children not to reject the Christian 
faith in their young adult years.  More information at his website: www.barna.org.  

 
Baucham, Voddie: Family Driven Faith 

He approaches this book from an apologetic perspective and is well grounded theologically in challenging 
parents to step up to fulfill their God-given role to nurture their children’s faith at home and not abdicate 
responsibility to the church.  He approaches church from a family integrated perspective where there are no 
age graded classes.  His approach would be difficult to implement in most established churches, but he still 
makes one think hard about family and church.  More information about his church can be found at 
www.gracefamilybaptist.net.  www.voddiebaucham.org  

 
Bruner, Kurt: It Starts at Home: A Practical Guide to Nurturing Lifelong Faith 

Kurt Bruner served at Focus on the Family for several years and now serves at LakePointe Church in 
Rockwall, Texas.  This book focuses on strengthening the family as the solution to curb the number of young 
adults who turn away from the faith.  He has also been instrumental in the innovation alliance working with 
several churches around the country to develop creative strategies to impact families through the church.    
 www.drivefaithhome.com   www.homepointe.org    www.strongfamilies.com  www.heritagebuilders.com      
 www.kurtbruner.com  www.willowcreek.com/innovationsalliance  

 
Buller, Bob.  Family Friendly Ideas Your Church Can Do.   

Several creative ideas for churches enable you to develop creative ministry opportunities that involve and   
minister to families. 

 
Chanley, Michael: Collaborate: Family + Church 

Practical ideas from a variety of authors on helping churches and families make connections that help 
families build up the faith of their children at home.  www.cmconnect.org  

 
Erwin, Pamela: The Family Powered Church 

Provides plenty of practical ideas on how to involve families and minister to families through the context of 
the church.   

 
Freudenburg, Ben: The Family Friendly Church 

http://www.rockharbor.org/ministries/families
http://www.biola.edu/
http://www.barna.org/
http://www.barna.org/
http://www.gracefamilybaptist.net/
http://www.voddiebaucham.org/
http://www.drivefaithhome.com/
http://www.homepointe.org/
http://www.strongfamilies.com/
http://www.heritagebuilders.com/
http://www.kurtbruner.com/
http://www.willowcreek.com/innovationsalliance
http://www.cmconnect.org/
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Churches need to make a paradigm shift from being church-centered, home-supported in their education 
approach to becoming home-centered, church-supported in their education approach.  He provides many 
ideas, illustrations, and several appendices to give one plenty of tools to move churches philosophically and 
practically to become more family friendly.  www.familyfriendlypn.com  

 
Garland, Diana: Family Ministry: A Comprehensive Guide 

This really is a comprehensive guide.  She is a professor at Baylor University and this work addresses family 
ministry from a variety of angles.  It is not a book that most people would probably pick up and read through 
in its entirety, but it has a wealth of information related to family ministry.  
www.baylor.edu/social_work/cfcm  
 

Haynes, Brian: SHIFT: What It Takes to Finally Reach Families Today 
 This book provides a strategy that one church uses to help parents to become the spiritual leaders in their   
    homes.  Haynes provides some practical ideas to equip churches and families to partner together in guiding     
    children along in their spiritual journey. 
  www.lecacymilestones.com  www.kingsland.org   www.legacyblog.org  
 
Hebbard, Don: The Complete Handbook of Family Life Ministry 

Hebbard provides several ideas and models for doing family ministry in a church context.  He provides ideas 
for developing family ministry in a church from inception to fully developed ministries inside and outside the 
church.  This provides many more conceptual details than Waugh’s book on leading family ministry in the 
church. 

 
Hellerman, Joseph: When the Church was a Family: Recapturing Jesus’ Vision for Authentic Christian Community 
   This book draws upon the family metaphor and actions of the early church, challenging the contemporary  
   church to embrace authentic community and resist contemporary cultures radical individualism.  This book  
   will help the church function like a family in nurturing closer relationships. 
  
Holmen, Mark: Church + Home: The Proven Formula for Building Lifelong Faith 

Holmen wrote this book to target pastors.  He challenges churches to look at everything they do through the 
lens of building families’ faith at home, constantly asking the question, “How does this help families build up 
the faith of their children at home?”  This book is very practical for pastors in helping to begin strategically 
thinking about implementing family ministry without creating additional structures or programs. 

    www.faithbeginsathome.com  www.faithathome.com  
 
Holmen, Mark: Faith Begins at Home: The Family Makeover with Christ at the Center 

This is a resource for parents to help them think through a strategy to build the faith of their families at 
home.  Many practical ideas and activities are shared as well as some small group discussion questions. 
www.faithbeginsathome.com  

 
Holmen, Mark: Take it Home: Inspiration and Events to Help Parents Spiritually Transform Their Children 

This resource provides several ideas for churches to initiate events at church that will equip and stimulate 
families to build their faith at home. 

 
Holmen, Mark: Faith Begins @ Home Prayer; Faith Begins @ Home Dad; Faith Begins @ Home Mom; Faith     
   Begins @ Home Devotions 

http://www.familyfriendlypn.com/
http://www.baylor.edu/social_work/cfcm
http://www.lecacymilestones.com/
http://www.kingsland.org/
http://www.legacyblog.org/
http://www.faithbeginsathome.com/
http://www.faithathome.com/
http://www.faithbeginsathome.com/
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   These are great short books for parents to help them catch and put into practice Faith @ Home principles.   
   They also make great giveaways. 
 
Joiner, Reggie: Parenting Beyond Your Capacity: Connect Your Family to a Wider Community 

Practical book to help parents and the church engage together to make an impact on the next generation. 
www.rethinkgroup.org  www.theorangeconference.com  www.whatisorange.org   

 
Joiner, Reggie: Play for Keeps/Losing Your Marbles.   
    www.rethinkgroup.org      www.theorangeconference.com        www.whatisorange.org  
 
Joiner, Reggie: The Slow Fade: Why You Matter in the Story of Twenty Somethings.  www.rethinkgroup.org  
 
Joiner, Reggie: Think Orange 
   This book provides a practical strategy for churches and parents to work together to build up the faith of   
   children.  Much of the strategy here was practically developed through Northpoint Church in Atlanta.  
   www.rethinkgroup.org     www.theorangeconference.com        www.whatisorange.org  
 
Jones, Stan and Brenna: God’s Design for Sex Series (Book 1: The Story of Me (ages 3-5), Book 2: Before I was  
   Born (ages 5-8), Book 3: What’s the Big Deal?  Why God Cares about Sex (ages 8-11), Book 4: Facing the  
   Facts: The Truth about Sex and You (ages 11-14), How and When to Tell Your Kids about Sex: A Lifelong  
   Approach to Shaping Your Child’s Sexual Character).  This series of books give practical age appropriate ways  
   to communicate a healthy biblical view of sexuality to children. 
 
Jones, Timothy Paul: Perspectives on Family Ministry: 3 Views 
   This resource discusses why every church needs family ministry and then evaluates three models of family  
   ministry (Family-Integrated, Family-based, and Family equipping).  A different writer presents their view and  
   the other writers critique the view.  This book can help pastors and staff make wise decisions regarding the  
   family ministry approach best suited for their church context.  www.familyministrytoday.com   
 
Jones, Timothy Paul: Family Ministry Field Guide: How Your Church Can Equip Parents to Make Disciples 

Scripture calls parents to train their children in the faith and to nurture their children's souls. Yet few parents 
actively engage in their children's spiritual development. How can churches best equip families to engage in 
their divine calling to disciple their children?  Guides church leaders to develop a ministry system that equips 
parents to be the primary faith-trainers in their children's lives, moving beyond mere programming into a 
deeper spiritual life at home, within the church, and beyond.  www.familyministrytoday.com  

Jutila, Craig: Faith and the Modern Family: How to Raise a Healthy Family in a “Modern Family” World.   
   www.whowillyouempower.com  
  
Kimmel, Tim: Connecting Church and Home: A Grace-Based Partnership www.familymatters.net  
 
*Kostenberger, Andreas: God, Marriage, and Family: Rebuilding the Biblical Foundations 

He is a professor at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary.  This book is a solid theological work that 
examines different issues related to family.  It is one of the best comprehensive theological works on family 
in recent decades.  www.sebts.edu  www.biblicalfoundations.org  

 

http://www.rethinkgroup.org/
http://www.theorangeconference.com/
http://www.whatisorange.org/
http://www.rethinkgroup.org/
http://www.theorangeconference.com/
http://www.whatisorange.org/
http://www.rethinkgroup.org/
http://www.rethinkgroup.org/
http://www.theorangeconference.com/
http://www.whatisorange.org/
http://www.familyministrytoday.com/
http://www.familyministrytoday.com/
http://www.whowillyouempower.com/
http://www.familymatters.net/
http://www.sebts.edu/
http://www.biblicalfoundations.org/
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Kostenberger, Andreas: Marriage and Family: Biblical Essentials 
This is a condensed work of his book, God, Marriage, and Family. 

 
Lifeway: Top 10 Family Issues 

This is a PDF document that summarizes the top 10 issues that families struggle with today according to their 
research.  Ample resources can provide for a good sermon series on family issues.  www.lifeway.com/top10  

 
Powell, Kara: Sticky Faith: Everyday Ideas to Build Lasting Faith in Your Kids.  www.stickyfaith.org  
 
Powell, Kara: The Sticky Faith Guide for Your Family.  www.stickyfaith.org 
 
Rainey, Dennis: Growing a Spiritually Strong Family 

This small book packs a powerful message.  It makes a great giveaway book for families.  It provides several 
practical ideas to equip families to grow spiritually in their homes.  One will also find many additional 
resources at the Family Life website: www.familylife.org  

 
*Rainey, Dennis: Ministering to the 21st Century Family: Eight Big Ideas for Church Leaders 

Written for church leaders (It’s a part of the Swindoll Leadership Library).  This book highlights the lifecycle 
of families and then provides ideas and resources for addressing family needs at each different stage.  This 
book is very practical and seems to have an emphasis on mentoring as a key part in the family ministry 
strategy.  www.familylife.com  

 
Rainey, Dennis: One Home at a Time 

Rainey calls for a family reformation, and draws some parallels to the protestant reformation.  He challenges 
families to make some radical changes to reform their home for the sake of the kingdom.  The appendix 
includes “The Family Manifesto” a summary of theological positions to be held if families are to survive in 
today’s culture.  www.familylife.com  

 
Rice, Wayne: Generation to Generation: Practical and Creative Ideas for Raising Kids to Know and Love God 

Rice provides practical suggestions for parents to discover practical ways to build up the faith of their 
children at home. www.waynerice.com   
 

Rienow, Rob: Visionary Parenting: Capture a God-sized Vision for Your Family 
    This book will challenge your vision of parenting to think how your influence on your children has the    
    opportunity to impact multiple generations.  It will provide a variety of ideas to encourage parents in     
    multigenerational faithfulness. www.visionaryfam.com  
 
Rienow, Rob: Limited Church: Unlimited Kingdom: Uniting Church and Family in the Great Commission     
    This is Rob’s newest book and he does a great job helping churches and families better engage in the Great   
    Commission.       www.visionaryfam.com  
 
Roehlkepartain, Jolene:  Nurturing Faith in Families: 425 Creative Ideas for Family Ministry 

The 425 ideas presented throughout this book will provide plenty of ideas for family ministry in your church.  
www.booksbyjolene.com  

 
Stinson, Randy and Timothy Jones, eds.  Trained in the Fear of God: Family Ministry in Theological, Historical,    

http://www.lifeway.com/top10
http://www.stickyfaith.org/
http://www.stickyfaith.org/
http://www.familylife.org/
http://www.familylife.com/
http://www.familylife.com/
http://www.waynerice.com/
http://www.visionaryfam.com/
http://www.visionaryfam.com/
http://www.booksbyjolene.com/
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   and Practical Perspective 
This resource presents a good overview of the idea of family ministry originating from a biblical perspective 
with glimpses of how it was applied throughout various points of history with some practical application for 
family ministry in today’s church. www.familyministrytoday.com  

  
Waugh, Phillip: Leading Family Ministry in a Church 

A LifeWay product that gives some practical ideas on developing a family ministry committee and how to 
begin, start, and sustain a family ministry.  He approaches family ministry from a more programmatic 
perspective and gives some different ideas on how to structure family ministry within the church.  
www.covenantmarriage.com  

 
Whitney, Donald: Family Worship in the Bible, in History, and in Your Home 

A short book that can make for a good giveaway.  He encourages families to read Scriptures, sing a song, and 
pray together.  Check out some more practical stuff from his site: www.spiritualdisciplines.org.    

 
 
MILESTONE MINISTRY RESOURCES 
 
Faith Path by Kurt Bruner        
www.lakepointe.org/faithpath  
 
Family Faith Celebrations Set by Group Publishing                
http://store.grouppublishing.com  
 
It’s Just a Phase – So Don’t Miss It by Reggie Joiner and Kristin Ivy                                      
www.justaphase.com  
 
Joshua Stones by Virginia Baptist Mission Board      
http://www.vbmb.org/resources/Joshua-Stones/default.cfm  
 
Levels of Biblical Learning by Lifeway                            
www.lifeway.com  
 
Pass It On: Building a Legacy of Faith for Your Children by Jim Burns and Jeremy Lee                                
www.homeword.com  
 
Rites of Passage for Your Son by Robert Lewis           
www.focusonthefamily.com  
 
Rites of Passage for Your Daughter by Pam Ferrell          
www.focusonthefamily.com  
 
Rites of Passage Parenting by Walker Moore                  
www.ropparenting.com  
 
Shift: What it Takes to Finally Reach Families Today by Brian Haynes   

http://www.familyministrytoday.com/
http://www.covenantmarriage.com/
http://www.spiritualdisciplines.org/
http://www.lakepointe.org/faithpath
http://store.grouppublishing.com/
http://www.justaphase.com/
http://www.vbmb.org/resources/Joshua-Stones/default.cfm
http://www.lifeway.com/
http://www.homeword.com/
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/
http://www.ropparenting.com/


 

24 
 

www.legacymilestones.com  
 
Spiritual Milestones: Celebrating Your Children’s Spiritual Passages by Jim Weidmann       
http://heritagebuilders.com  
 
Sticky Faith Milestone Moments by Kara Powell            
http://stickyfaith.org/articles/milestones-of-faith  
 
Take it Home: Inspiration and Events by Mark Holmen and David Texeira    
www.faithathome.com/church-leader-resources  
 
The Christian Parenting Book and Parent Shift Series by Scott Turansky and Joanne Miller                                      
www.biblicalparenting.org  
 
SPECIFICALLY FOR STUDENT MINISTERS 
 
Berry, Brian: As for Me and My Crazy House: Learning to Protect Your Heart, Marriage, and Family from the 
Demands of Youth Ministry. 
 
Burns, Jim: Partnering with Parents in Youth Ministry 

Burns provides some helpful ideas for student ministers to utilize and equip parents to fulfill their role in 
discipling their own children.  This along with the DeVries book will provide several ideas to help youth 
ministers focus on families.  www.homeword.com  

 
DeVries, Mark: Family Based Youth Ministry 

This book challenges student ministers to actively involve parents in the ministry to teens in the church.  
Parents are valuable and influential assets that must be utilized to develop long-term impact in youth 
ministry.  A primary key for youth ministers is to equip parents to be better ministers in their homes.  
www.familybasedym.com/index.php  

 
Hemphill, Ken & Richard Ross: Parenting with Kingdom Purpose 

This will challenge parents to invest in their children for the sake of furthering God’s kingdom.  This book will 
challenge those faithful families in your ministry to broaden their vision of how their family fits in God’s 
kingdom.  It will propel them outward beyond the walls of the church and around the world to share the 
gospel.  www.richardaross.com  

 
Powell, Kara: Sticky Faith, Youth Worker Edition: Practical Ideas to Nurture Long-Term Faith in Teenagers. 
   www.stickyfaith.org  
 
Ross, Richard: 30 Days: Turning the Hearts of Parents and Teenagers Towards Each Other 
 
Ross, Richard: Accelerate: Parenting Teenagers Toward Adulthood.   www.richardaross.com  
 
Ross, Richard: Heart Connex (Free Devotionals for Parents of Teens) www.heartconnex.org  
 
Ross, Richard: Parent Checkup (Brochure) www.richardaross.com  

http://www.legacymilestones.com/
http://heritagebuilders.com/
http://stickyfaith.org/articles/milestones-of-faith
http://www.faithathome.com/church-leader-resources
http://www.biblicalparenting.org/
http://www.homeword.com/
http://www.familybasedym.com/index.php
http://www.richardaross.com/
http://www.stickyfaith.org/
http://www.richardaross.com/
http://www.heartconnex.org/
http://www.richardaross.com/
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Ross, Richard: Parenting Teens: Essentials for the Journey (Brochure) 

This is a great resource to give away to parents.  Dr. Ross provides ideas and directions for parents enabling 
them to engage the heart of their teenager.  www.richardaross.com  

 
Ross, Richard: Student Ministry and the Supremacy of Christ 

Dr. Ross challenges student ministers to magnify Christ through their ministry to students.  He provides a 
variety of creative ideas and strategies to engage parents in discipling their children.  www.richardaross.com  

 
St. Clair, Barry: Parent Fuel: For the Fire Inside Our Kids.  www.reachoutyouthsolutions.com  
 
Wright, Steve: ApParent Privilege 

Wight challenges parents to recognize their responsibility for discipling their kids at home.  Parents will be 
challenged to do more than just drop their kids off at church.  They will be equipped to pass their faith to 
their kids at home.  Check out his website: www.inquest.org  

 
Wright, Steve: reThink: Decide for Yourself, Is Student Ministry Working 

Wright provides readers with plenty of research and biblical insight to help one rethink the way student 
ministry has been done, and he moves from theoretical to practical by providing potential solutions.  He 
does a good job emphasizing the discipleship role of parents and the importance of biblically based youth 
ministry that equips and supports parents in their role but without completely abolishing all age graded 
ministry in the church.  Check out his website: www.inquest.org  

 

http://www.richardaross.com/
http://www.richardaross.com/
http://www.reachoutyouthsolutions.com/
http://www.inquest.org/
http://www.inquest.org/

