CALEDONIA CONNECTION
SPRING 2018

WHAT IS LOVE?
I’m excited for the two sermon series coming our way at the end of April.
In the morning series we will be tackling one of the most recognized passages in the Bible—
1 Corinthians 13:1-13. You know this passage, “Love is patient, love is kind…”
I suspect I’ve read these verses at almost all the weddings I’ve performed. But despite its familiarity,
I think the message contained in these verses too often escapes us. I know this for sure, this series
will challenge and push us out of our comfort zones.
In the evening, we’re going to tackle the book of Numbers. This sounds like the kind of book that
would appeal to people who excel in mathematics. The truth is, this book is good for all of us. The
book tells the story of the “Wilderness Years.” It contains the stories of God’s people from the time
they left Sinai to the time the arrived at the promised land. These are stories of testing and trusting;
stories of rebellion and redemption. Most of all they teach us what it means to live before our saving
God by faith and not by sight.
Both of these series should take us into June and maybe beyond. I can’t wait to get started!
- Pastor Scott

UPCOMING EVENTS
• April 1 - NO EVENING SERVICE

• May 23 WiRED

• April 15 Ed Hour resumes

• May 27 No Evening Service

• April 18 Cadet Pinewood Derby

• June 3 - Installation Service

• April 22 Communion

• June 10-13 WiRED Lake City

• April 25 WiRED

• June 19-21 Masterpiece Arts Camp Jr.

• April 29 Last Day Education Hour

• June 24-29 High School - Muncie

• May 6 Congregational Meeting/Dinner

• June 24 Communion

• May 13 Mother’s Day - Preschool Sings

• July 23-26 Masterpiece Arts Camp

JUNE 3
EVENING
WORSHIP TIME
CHANGES
TO
6:00PM

MY STORY - Beyond the Pew - HOSPITALITY
In June of 2016 we were given the worst
news a young family could be given, Patrick
lost his job and was our sole source of
income. Now what? We prayed and trusted
God had a plan for us. Our prayers were
answered and Patrick started a new job in
September of 2016. However, a new job
created a new challenge. We needed to
move to an area that is close enough to
“home”, but far enough that we will be
meeting all new people, new church, new
doctors, new everything. We bought our
house in Alto and moved in that December.
Next, the task of finding a new Church. After
several Sundays of trying diﬀerent churches
we came to Caledonia CRC. Patrick’s first
impression was, “wow look at all the
minivans and SUV’s for the families”.
Rachel’s first impression was Michelle
greeting us and recognizing the “lost look”
and completely welcoming us. The following
Saturday was a Connext Event where again
we must have had that lost look, as
everyone came and talked with us and
introduced themselves. As time went on we
met more and more families and developed
a bond and we joined a small group.

We knew Caledonia CRC was home for
us. We oﬃcially became members in July
2017 and continue to love every day. Our
friendships have grown and continue to
grow. Recently we celebrated the start of
Rachel’s new pregnancy, but unfortunately
she has had some complications. All it took
was one text from Rachel explaining what
was going on and a meal was provided that
night. A group of ladies came over the next
to help clean and meal prep and take care of
the children as Patrick was away with the
Army. All of this has been the result of us
praying and putting our lives in God’s hands
and saying we will follow His plan even as it
was not our own.
When you see someone who has that “lost
look” we encourage you to say hello, they
might be new and that hello and short
conversation is all it will take to make them
feel welcome. We did, and we love it here.
Thank you to everyone that has made us feel
at home and to all those that we haven’t met
yet, hello.
Patrick and Rachel Isaac & Emmalin Frank,
Isaac & Emmalin

2018 Congregational Meeting/Budget Proposal
Our annual Congregational meeting is Sunday, May 6 following the morning worship service. We will be
voting on the proposed 2018-19 budget and selecting new Council members.
During the congregational meeting, names will be drawn for the positions. If you have any questions or
concerns about any of the nominees, please contact Larry Plaisier (616-813-6222)
Voting on the budget will also take place at the May 6 Congregational meeting. Deacons are finalizing the
proposed 2018/2019 budget. A copy of the proposed budget will be distributed to the church mailboxes
by April 22. If you have any questions about the budget, contact Kent McKenzie (616-648-6455) at or
Rich VanTol (616-656-5256)
The congregation is invited to a Fellowship Dinner following the Congregational meeting on May 6.
54%

2018 COUNCIL NOMINEES

This year the following
positions will be filled:
1 -Vice President
1 - Worship Elder
3 - Care Elders
1- Benevolence Deacon
1 - Assistant Treasurer
JIM RINGNALDA
Vice President

TIM RAREDON
Vice President

Past/Present
Areas of Service:

Past/Present
Areas of Service:

Deacon, Elder
Council President
Worship Team Leader

Service Deacon
Stepping Stones Leader
Usher
Summer Camp Volunteer

BRENT MIEDEMA
Care Elder

KEVIN BOS
Care Elder

ROD MARSMAN
Care Elder

Past/Present
Areas of Service:

Past/Present
Areas of Service:

Past/Present
Areas of Service:

Deacon
Moline Chr. School Board
High School Roots Leader

Bus Driver, Church Pianist
IT Committee
Manager Church Library
Usher
Care Provider

Care Provider
Coffee Server
Deacon
Cadet Leader

DOUG SINNEMA
Care Elder

MARK BOUWMAN
Care Elder

MARK HOUSKAMP
Worship Elder

Past/Present
Areas of Service:

Past/Present
Areas of Service:

Past/Present
Areas of Service:

Care Provider
Cadet Leader
Nursery, Usher
Sportsman’s Club

Deacon
Christian School
Assistance Committee
Valet

Elder, Deacon
Middle School
Small Group Leader

SCOTT OEVERMAN
Benevolence Deacon

RYAN SINNEMA
Benevolence Deacon

BRAD DEVRIES
Benevolence Deacon

Past/Present
Areas of Service:

Past/Present
Areas of Service:

Past/Present
Areas of Service:

High School Mission
Trip Leader
Youth Leader

Usher/Valet
Cadet Leader
Stepping Stones Leader

DCS Golf Outing
Committee
Kids Food Basket
Volunteer

JAMESON DEBLAAY
Assistant Treasurer

DAN KOETJE
Assistant Treasurer

DAVE WILTJER
Assistant Treasurer

Past/Present
Areas of Service:

Past/Present
Areas of Service:

Past/Present
Areas of Service:

Usher
Outdoor Club
Stepping Stones
Youth Leader

Usher
Choir
Summer Camp Volunteer

Usher
Cadet Leader
Youth Leader
Worship Team Leader

2020 VISION GOALS

FELLOWSHIP/HOSPITALITY (CONNECT)
As we approach the year 2020 we will seek to
grow in our practice of hospitality.
#1 -- We will seek to be a community of disciples
that eagerly welcome, befriend and enfold every
guest.
STEWARDSHIP (GIVE) We will seek to deepen our
understanding of Christ’s Lordship over all the gifts
He has entrusted to us. We seek to be faithful and
generous stewards of our time, gifts, and financial
resources.
#1 -- We will seek to reduce our debt to below 250k.
#2 – A facilities master plan will be developed to
maximize the usage of our facility in light of future
expansion and need.
MULTIPLICATION (GROW) As we approach the
year 2020, we will grow in the practice of making
new and more deeply devoted Disciples of Christ.
#1 - All Council members and staff persons will be
engaged annually in at least one 1:1 discipling
relationship with someone outside their immediate
family by 2018.
#2 - 20% of our church to be engaged in at least one
ongoing 1:1 discipling relationship with someone
outside their immediate family by 2020.
#3 – 75% of the adult congregation will be engaged
in multiple disciple influencing relationships with
children and young people.
COMMUNITY SERVICES (SERVE) We seek to
build on many of the areas of service we currently
oﬀer to those in need within our church and
community.
#1 – Every person, ministry, program, small group,
and family will be challenged to be of service to
others in our community.
# 2 – We will challenge and equip our members to
develop mentoring relationships for those in our
community faced with ongoing needs in
employment, family, and housing.

OPPORTUNITIES

Join the Visitor Champion Team
Attend monthly CONNEXT Coffee time
Host or attend a Hospitality 101 Event
Seek out someone you’ve never met and
introduce yourself, show hospitality
Start or join a Small Group

Prayerfully consider making use of the green
envelopes in the pews for contributions to the
Debt to Capital Campaign
Find your own unique way to serve the church
through your time, talent & treasure

Seek or initiate a 1:1 Discipling Relationship
Ask any Staff or Council Member about the
“Discipleship Tree” in the entry area near the
office.
Volunteer in Children/Youth Ministry and
summer camps to influence kids for Christ.
Pray that God would lead you to someone
outside of your family in which you can enter
a 1:1 discipling relationship.

Donate items and pack backpacks for the
Hand2Hand Backpack Program
Prepare and donate meals to the Meal
Ministry Program
Make use of the Paper Prayers Card Ministry
Volunteer to be a Kids Hope Mentor
Participate in the Caledonia 4th of July parade

Summer 2018 Youth Ministry Opportunities
HIGH SCHOOL
SUMMER SERVE
RISING HOPE CHUCH

MIDDLE SCHOOL
10th Annual
LAKE CITY SERVE

This summer High School students
will be going to work and serve
alongside with Michael & Kim
Hewitt, our Faith Promise supported
missionaries who are planting
Rising Hope Church in Muncie,
Indiana.

In a few short months, a group of
40+ middle school students and
leaders will pack up and head north
to Lake City, MI. We will partner with
Friends Ministry to be the hands
and feet of Christ to people in need.
We look forward to bringing hope
through acts of service such as yard
clean up and small construction
projects.

Our responsibilities and
opportunities will include running a
Bible school for the neighborhood
children, doing yard work or jobs for
people in the surrounding areas,
and any other community events
that would promote the church.
Friday will be our fun day…outing to
be determined!
WHEN: June 24-29, 2018
COST: $250/student
Registration is Open!

SIGN UP DEADLINE: May 1
Registration Forms can be
dropped oﬀ @Ministry Wall

CONTACT JOANNE BUIST
616-893-2017

This trip is the highlight of the year,
as it is a time to grow in our faith
and in community with each other.
If you are interested in supporting
this team through prayer or with
donations for student scholarships,
please contact Shelley Kuipers.
REGISTRATION
OPEN APRIL 9

CONTACT SHELLEY KUIPERS
616-856-9020

After a season of conversation, evaluation, discernment and much prayer,
True Victory Summer Camp will be changing its appearance this summer.
We are so grateful for the leadership True Victory Summer Camp has provided
the last few years and all those who have participated. God has used these
opportunities to connect so many children and young people to the family of God.
This summer, Masterpiece Arts Camp Junior will launch!
Children in grades Preschool thru 2nd grade are invited to participate
June 19 – 21 from 9:00am – 11:30am.
Together, we will learn that although each of us is different,
Jesus has put us together as one in the body of Christ.
Child and volunteer registration will begin the week after spring break!
Listen for more announcements Sunday, April 15 during the morning service
QUESTIONS? Please contact Marlene Alvarez (616-446-6125)
or the Church Office (616-891-1512)

We’re on
Facebook Twitter
Instagram & YouTube

Search for
and follow
Caledonia CRC

Masterpiece Arts Camp at Caledonia CRC
is a great way to explore God’s creation and the variety of
talents and gifts He has given us to honor Him and bless others.
Whether creating a piece of artwork, dancing, learning an instrument
or decorating a cake - students get excited about growing in their faith.
They will discover the masterpiece God has created them to be.

July 23-26
9am to 1pm
Registration will
begin in April
(after Spring Break)
for all children entering
3rd – 8th grade!

Stepping Stones Elementary students assembled and prayed over 200 snack and breakfast
packs for the Hand 2 Hand Backpack program.
5th Grade Students had the blessed opportunity to visit a few of our Prime-Timer members.
They shared stories, memories and treats together.

CONNEXT EVENTS are a fun filled time of bringing

people and families together with the purpose of building
community. Last year’s events included game night,
road trip, a scavenger hunt around Caledonia. We
enjoyed meals together, and had a family friendly fall
fest.

HOSPITALITY 101 RETURNS THIS SUMMER!
Hospitality 101 is a fellowship event that happens
outside the church walls and inside each others homes!
Following the morning worship service, groups will
gather for coffee and snacks at the guests homes.

Upcoming events will be offered including
Connext: Summer Series. These day-time events
such as strawberry picking, picnics in the park, and
other activities will help you connect with Caledonia CRC
members new and old! All ages encouraged to
participate. Watch for the bulletin, Social Media for
details and dates for upcoming events.

WHEN: June 10 - 11:00am
WHO: Everyone is invited!

QUESTIONS? Contact: Sarah VanRegenmorter
s.vanregenmorter@gmail.com

Sign-Up and details will be available in May.
QUESTIONS? Contact: Michelle Dieleman (889-7712)

MERGE
Looking for a place to grow in relationship with
God, your spouse, and friends?
Merge is a new small group that is forming for couples
new-to-marriage or engaged.
The next meeting date will be April 8 @ 11:00am in the
Council Room to discuss focus materials and future
event planning.
QUESTIONS? Contact: Ryan Burkhart 616-318-2347

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED?
1. Open up your home to “host” guests for
coffee and snacks.
2. Be a “guest” at a “host home”

PRIME-TIMERS - UPCOMING EVENT
WHAT:

Luncheon at the Pizza Ranch in Kentwood

WHEN: Thursday, April 19 at 11:45am
WHERE: 3858 28th St. (the south side of the street just past
Texas Roadhouse). A room is reserved for us and will enjoy
their delicious buffet. Cost is $9.78 (tax included)
RSVP:

Sign up at the Ministry Wall or call Carol Buwalda
at 698-7299.
We welcome anyone to join. We always have a great time
and enjoy catching up with each other and hearing some of
the prayer concerns for our congregation.

FROM THE DEACON’S DESK…
DEBT TO CAPITAL CAMPAIGN:
January 2017 - $675,000 debt balance
May 7, 2017 - $645,000 debt balance
At the Congregational Meeting the Deacons
announced future launch of a debt reduction
campaign and the intention to not re-enter debt.
October 29, 2017 - $451,000 initial campaign
kick oﬀ balance after kick oﬀ gifts and principal
payments.
December 2017 - $13,500 Dollar Challenge
April 2018 - $265,875 debt balance
FACILITES UPDATE:
A second 12 passenger van was acquired to use
for Youth and Adult transportation. This was
purchased with part of the funds that were
donated for church transportation needs and the
sale of the motor coach, as it did not meet
ministry needs.
QUESTIONS? Contact Spence Galloway,
Chair of Deacons

You are invited to a free access to the
exciting video library RightNow Media.
It's essentially the "Netflix of Video Bible
Studies" because you will have instant
access to thousands of great videos for kids,
youth, parents, married couples and more.
You can view these videos from your phone,
tablet or computer. You can also view them in
a group setting through a TV or projector.
There are over 10,000 videos from some
great teachers.
Please contact the church oﬃce
@ 616-891-1512 to be added.

Forty years ago the church
library was located
downstairs, in a small room
near the old kitchen. It has
since gone through a few moves
and now is located in an open, spacious
area next to the Coﬀee Area. It started out
with books for children. Through the years
we have grown. From the time the library
started till now, 7,113 books have been
processed. We progressed from cassettes,
VHR to DVD. Our newest DVD, The Case
for Christ, is based on the true-life story of
Lee Strobel. Our newest book, No More
Perfect Marriages by Mark & Jill Savage, is
a good resource for growing your marriage
and experiencing the freedom of being real
together. We also have Francine River's
new book, The Masterpiece. Sharon
Garlough Brown has finished her Sensible
Shoes series this year and we have the
complete set.
There is a section in our library that is
called Evie's Corner which has books and
patterns for knitters. We have resources
covering topics such as parenting, money
management, grief, and aging including
the following:
Keeping Love Alive as Memories Fade –
the 5 Love Languages & Alzheimers
Barr/Shaw/Chapman
Walking With God through Pain and
Suﬀering - Timothy Keller
The Sandwich Years – When Your Kids
Need Friends and Your Parents Need
Parenting - Gibson
Church Library hours are Sunday mornings
following the morning worship service until
11:15am.

THE CALEDONIA GATHERING FEBRUARY SERMON SERIES RECAP

This Is Us
The 3 Non-Negotiables for our Church

Invitational

Invite people into
our lives, where we
talk of grace and
mercy often.

Come be a part of something real…
At the Caledonia Gathering we believe that God is inviting us into a
relationship with Himself. During our February series we unpacked what
living in that relationship looks like and inviting others to do the same.
These 3 non-negotiables on the right are the values that drive how we live
that out as a church. The three boxes below describe how we live those
values out. If you want to learn more, check out a Sunday worship service
@ EB Coffee and Pub at 10am or visit thecaledoniagathering.org

1

2

3

1:1 DISCIPLESHIP

HOUSE GATHERING

WORSHIP GATHERING

Meeting 1 on 1, for 1
hour, once a week to
learn to live and love
like Jesus.

Groups of about 6 - 25
people who serve their
communities, study
scripture, and do life.

Sunday gathering @ EB
Pub for praise, prayer,
and gospel centered
teaching.

Missional

Finding ways to do
good and serve our
communities and
neighborhoods.

Spiritual

Growing in
understanding of
the Gospel and
living in light of it.

