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ENTRANCE 
GATHERING 
 

Thank you for your use of non-contact greetings (that is, refraining from shaking hands and hugging). 

Please be vigilant to maintain proper distancing throughout our shared worship. 

Persons living under the same roof may sit together; please establish a 6-foot distance from other 

worshippers.  Thank you for your understanding if you cannot occupy your customary spot.   

You are invited to wear a mask, and to sing and speak responses softly. 

 
PRELUDE Praise Him! Praise Him! 

 
CHRISTIAN GREETING 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

The risen Christ is with us. 

Praise the Lord! 
 

Feeling Sick?

Stay home when you are sick!

cdc.gov/CORONAVIRUS
CS 316129-B     March 22, 2020 6:53 PM

DO NOT ENTER if you have:

If you feel unwell or have the following symptoms  

please leave the building and contact your health care provider.  

Then follow-up with your supervisor.

COUGH FEVER SHORTNESS OF 

BREATH

STOP
Feeling Sick?

Stay home when you are sick!
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HYMN * Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine  
 

 

 
OPENING PRAYER* 
 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray,  

the spirit to think and do always those things that are right,  

that we, who cannot exist without you,  

may by you, be enabled to live according to your will;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 
GLORY BE TO THE FATHER *    
 

 



 4 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, 

we may hear with joy what you say to us today.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Genesis 37:1-4; 12-28 
 

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. This is the story of the 

family of Jacob. 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the sons 

of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. Now Israel 

loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had made 

him a long robe with sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, 

they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. 

Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, ‘Are not your 

brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.’ He answered, ‘Here I am.’ So he 

said to him, ‘Go now, see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.’ So 

he sent him from the valley of Hebron. 

He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, ‘What are you 

seeking?’ ‘I am seeking my brothers,’ he said; ‘tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.’ The man 

said, ‘They have gone away, for I heard them say, “Let us go to Dothan.” ’ So Joseph went after his brothers, 

and found them at Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired 

to kill him. They said to one another, ‘Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him 

into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become 

of his dreams.’ But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, ‘Let us not take his 

life.’ Reuben said to them, ‘Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on 

him’—that he might rescue him out of their hand and restore him to his father. So when Joseph came to his 

brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and threw 

him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their 

camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, 

‘What profit is there if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, 

and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.’ And his brothers agreed. When some 

Midianite traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites 

for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 105   

 

 
 

R 



 5 

 

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, 

   make known his deeds among the peoples.  

Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

   tell of all his wonderful works.  

Glory in his holy name; 

   let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.  

Seek the Lord and his strength; 

   seek his presence continually.  

Remember the wonderful works he has done, 

   his miracles, and the judgements he has uttered,  

O offspring of his servant Abraham, 

   children of Jacob, his chosen ones.            R 
 

He is the Lord our God; 

   his judgements are in all the earth.  

He is mindful of his covenant for ever, 

   of the word that he commanded,  

   for a thousand generations,  

the covenant that he made with Abraham, 

   his sworn promise to Isaac,  

which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, 

   to Israel as an everlasting covenant,  

saying, ‘To you I will give the land of Canaan 

   as your portion for an inheritance.’          R 

 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  Romans 10:5-15 
 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that ‘the person who does these things 

will live by them.’ But the righteousness that comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, “Who will 

ascend into heaven?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ down) ‘or “Who will descend into the abyss?” ’ (that is, to 

bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? 

‘The word is near you, 

   on your lips and in your heart’ 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart 

and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, ‘No one who 

believes in him will be put to shame.’ For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is 

Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall 

be saved.’ 

 

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of 

whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are 

they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 

good news!’ 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN * Children of the Heavenly Father  
 

 

 
GOSPEL LESSON  Matthew 14:22-33 

 

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the 

crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening 

came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind 

was against them. And early in the morning he came walking towards them on the lake. But when the 

disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear. 

But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’ 

 

Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So 

Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed the 

strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately 

reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ When they 

got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of 

God.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
SERMON 

 
THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT I – CONFIRMATION 
 

At every occasion of baptism or first public profession of faith (confirmation), sponsors should be present 

and the congregation should reaffirm the baptismal covenant.  
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE SERVICE 
 

The pastor addresses the congregation: 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ: 

Through the Sacrament of Baptism 

 we are initiated into Christ's holy Church. 

We are incorporated into God's mighty acts of salvation 

 and given new birth through water and the Spirit. 

All this is God's gift to us without price. 
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Through confirmation, 

and through the reaffirmation of our faith, 

we renew the covenant declared at our baptism, 

acknowledge what God is doing for us, 

and affirm our commitment to Christ's holy Church. 
 

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES 
 

A representative of the congregation presents the candidates with the appropriate statements: 
 

I present Name(s) for confirmation. 
 

At this point in the service, persons may add to their vows a personal witness to their Christian faith and 

experience.  
 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
 

A deacon or lay leader may pour water for baptism and reaffirmation into the font at this time in such a 

way that the congregation can see and hear the water.  
 

This prayer is led by the pastor and joined by the people. It recalls scriptural images and meanings of Holy 

Baptism and is comparable to the Great Thanksgiving at Holy Communion. All may stand.  
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

The pastor may raise hands in the ancient Christian posture of prayer. 
 

Eternal Father: 

When nothing existed but chaos, 

 you swept across the dark waters 

 and brought forth light. 

In the days of Noah 

 you saved those on the ark through water. 

After the flood you set in the clouds a rainbow. 

When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt, 

 you led them to freedom through the sea. 

Their children you brought through the Jordan 

 to the land which you promised. 
 

 
 

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, 

 nurtured in the water of a womb. 

He was baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit. 

He called his disciples 

 to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection 

 and to make disciples of all nations. 
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The pastor may place hands in or over the water, stir the water, or lift the water. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

to bless this gift of water and those who receive it, 

to wash away their sin 

 and clothe them in righteousness 

 throughout their lives, 

that, dying and being raised with Christ, 

 they may share in his final victory. 
 

 

RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

Since the earliest times, the vows of Christian baptism have consisted first of the renunciation of all that is 

evil and then the profession of faith and loyalty to Christ. Parents or other sponsors reaffirm these vows 

for themselves while taking the responsibilities of sponsorship. Candidates for confirmation profess for 

themselves the solemn vows that were made at their baptism.  
 

The pastor addresses the candidates: 
  

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: 

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, 

 reject the evil powers of this world, 

 and repent of your sin? 

I do. 
 

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you 

 to resist evil, injustice, and oppression 

 in whatever forms they present themselves? 

I do. 
 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, 

put your whole trust in his grace, 

and promise to serve him as your Lord, 

in union with the Church which Christ has opened 

 to people of all ages, nations, and races? 

I do. 
 

 



 9 

According to the grace given to you, 

will you remain faithful members of Christ's holy Church 

and serve as Christ's representatives in the world? 

I will. 
 

The pastor addresses the congregation, and the congregation responds: 

Do you, as Christ's body, the Church, 

reaffirm both your rejection of sin 

 and your commitment to Christ? 

We do. 
 

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life 

and include these persons now before you in your care? 

With God's help we will proclaim the good news 

 and live according to the example of Christ. 

We will surround these persons 

 with a community of love and forgiveness, 

 that they may grow in their trust of God, 

 and be found faithful in their service to others. 

 We will pray for them, 

 that they may be true disciples 

 who walk in the way that leads to life. 
 

The Apostles' Creed in threefold question-and-answer form appeared at least as early as the third century 

as a statement of faith used in baptisms and has been widely used in baptisms ever since. The candidates 

and local congregation join with the universal Church across the ages in this historic affirmation of the 

Christian faith. 
 

The pastor addresses all, and the congregation joins the candidates in responding: 
 

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith 

 as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, 

 is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 
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 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting, 

 Amen. 
 

CONFIRMATION OR REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

Acts of confirmation or reaffirmation of faith are not acts of rebaptism.  

Here the pastor shall use an asperges to sprinkle small amounts of water onto the confirmands saying: 
 

Remember your baptism and be thankful. Amen. 
 

The pastor places hands on the head of each person being confirmed, saying to each: 
 

Name, the Holy Spirit work within you, 

that having been born through water and the Spirit, 

you may live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Acts of reaffirmation are not acts of rebaptism.  

The pastor shall use an asperges, to sprinkle small amounts of water toward the congregation, saying: 
 

Remember your baptism and be thankful. Amen. 
 

RECEPTION INTO THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

The pastor addresses those who, through confirmation, have just professed their own faith: 
 

As members of Christ's universal Church, 

 will you be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church, 

 and do all in your power to strengthen its ministries? 

I will. 
 

RECEPTION INTO THE LOCAL CONGREGATION 
 

The pastor addresses all those who, through confirmation, have just professed their own faith: 
 

As members of this congregation, 

 will you faithfully participate in its ministries 

 by your prayers, your presence, 

 your gifts, your service, and your witness? 

I will. 
 

COMMENDATION AND WELCOME 
 

The pastor addresses the congregation: 
 

Members of the household of God, 

 I commend these persons to your love and care. 

 Do all in your power to increase their faith, 

 confirm their hope, and perfect them in love. 
 

The congregation responds: 
 

We give thanks for all that God has already given you 

 and we welcome you in Christian love. 

As members together with you 

 in the body of Christ 

 and in this congregation 
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 of The United Methodist Church, 

we renew our covenant 

 faithfully to participate 

 in the ministries of the Church 

 by our prayers, our presence, 

 our gifts, our service, and our witness 

 that in everything God may be glorified 

 through Jesus Christ. 
 

The pastor addresses those baptized, confirmed, or received, using an appropriate gesture of blessing: 
 

The God of all grace, 

 who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, 

 establish you and strengthen you 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

 that you may live in grace and peace. 
 

Let us offer the confirmed signs of peace and love. 

 
THE PEACE * 
 

The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Let us share with the confirmed signs of peace and love.   

 

 
While remaining properly distant, 

fold your arms across your chest in the form of a cross 

and as a sign of embrace to those around you. 

 
CALL TO PRAYER Let Our Praise to You Be as Incense 
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CONCERNS AND PRAYERS 
 

When you pray, please remember: 
 

The needs of the church, especially: 

Our pastor and staff as they continue their ministry during this crisis. 
 

Those burdened by any kind of difficulty, sickness, or suffering, especially: 
 

Our Members: 

Ted Purtell, Jerald Calhoun, Jennifer Gholson, David Yarbrough, Ike Fesmire, Cecilia 

Clark, Jane Richmond, Becky Schertz, Nancy Felder, Martha Lamkin, Bobbie Kenna, 

Cindy Price, Hannah Nieman, Dean Kebert, Helen Elise McMillan, Cindy Quayle, Terry 

Thompson, Lamar Murrell. 
 

Our Friends: 

Travis Odom, Preston Rushing, Bill Fish, Curtis McKenzie, Norma Williamson, Harry 

Plotner, Virginia Griffin, Catherine Grenn Wilfong, Bud Doherty, Debbie Stovall, Tracy 

Callahan, Marge Smith, Jimmy Clark, Lock Ross, Patsy Brock, Carla Grenn Allen, Will 

Jones, Emily Mote, Scott and Debbie Perkins, Richard Coghlan, Julie Wallace. 
 

The local community, especially: 

Law enforcement officials, first responders, and all medical professionals working to 

preserve life and stop the pandemic. 
 

The public authorities and the salvation of the world, especially:  

All those working to slow the current pandemic. 
 

To request prayer, you can: 
 

 email your request to prayer@centenary-umc.net 
 

 email our Minister of Discipleship and Visitation at connie@centenary-umc.net 
 

 text Connie Felter (601-248-1756) 
 

 leave a message on the Church machine (601-684-6698) 
 

Persons added to the prayer list will remain for four weeks, after which you may resubmit if desired.  

 
THANKSGIVING 

 
OFFERTORY Here I Am, Lord 

 

The offering will be received by procession.   

 

There are many ways to give: 

 

 You may mail your offerings to PO Box 712, McComb 39649 

 

 You may bring your donation by the Church Office  
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 You may donate by automatic draft  

(Kathy can help you set this up, call 601-684-6698) 

 

 You may donate electronically  

using your smartphone camera to scan our QR code, or 

by going to our giving page (app.clovergive.com/app/giving/centenary). 

Electronic givers can charge their donation to a debit or credit card. 
 

The Chancel flowers are given to the glory of God  

and in memory of Betsy Randall by Neal Randall. 
 
DOXOLOGY *  
 

 

 
THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING *  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER * 
 

With the words Christ gave us, we boldly pray:  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.   

Amen. 
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SENDING FORTH 

 
HYMN * Here I Am, Lord  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
DISMISSAL AND BLESSING  
 

Please remain in the attitude of prayer as we depart sequentially.   

Congregants are asked to remain distanced as they leave and remember to refrain from touching. 

The back rows will exit first, followed by the next row, the next, and so on.   

Please pay attention as to when it is your turn; and take your Order of Worship with you. 

The pastor and worship leaders will remain on the bema, exiting last. 
 

Go in peace. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God our Father, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

 

Amen. 

 
GOING FORTH AND POSTLUDE     In Christ There Is No East or West 
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