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2 * Please stand if you like. 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE 10 :30  AM &  ONLINE SERVICES ON A SCENSION SUNDAY -  5/24/20 

 

ENTRANCE 
 

GATHERING, WELCOME, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Thank you for your use of non-contact greetings (that is, refraining from shaking hands and hugging). 

Please be vigilant to maintain proper distancing throughout our shared worship. 

Persons living under the same roof may sit together; please establish a 6-foot distance from other 

worshippers.  Thank you for your understanding if you cannot occupy your customary spot. 

You are invited to wear a mask; and to sing and speak responses softly. 

 

PRELUDE He Keeps Me Singing 

 

CHRISTIAN GREETING 

 

Jesus ascended in triumph, 

raising our humanity to the heavenly throne. 

All authority, glory, and sovereign power are given to him. 

There he hears our prayers and pleads our cause before the Father.  

Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

Come, let us worship and bow down. 

 

HYMN * Crown Him with Many Crowns  
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INVITATION AND CONFESSION* 
 

While we claim to celebrate the ascension of our Lord, 

the way we live proclaims our lack of faith in his power to deal with the world. 

Let us confess the incongruity between our faith and our practice.  Let us pray. 
 

We come, O Lord, on this day of glory to confess our lack of trust.  

While we sing of your lordship over all creation, 

we have too often acted as though you are powerless 

in the face of today’s events. 

Help us to live with confidence in your presence today 

and in hope for life with you forever.  Amen. 
 

All pray in silence. 

   
LORD HAVE MERCY * 
 

 
 

PARDON * 
 

As Jesus Christ instructed his followers,  

the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed in his name, from the holy city to the ends of the earth. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.   
 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  Glory to God!  Amen. 

  

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER *    
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THE PEACE * 
 

The peace of the ascended Christ be with you.       And also with you. 

 
SONG In Christ Alone 

 
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

Blessed are you, Lord God, 

King of all creation: 

You have taught us by your Word. 

Open our hearts to your Spirit 

and lead us on the paths of Christ, your Son.  

All praise and glory be yours forever.  Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON  Acts 1:1-11 

 

In the first book, Theophilus,  

I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught  

from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven,  

after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  

After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,  

appearing to them over the course of forty days  

and speaking about the kingdom of God.  

While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem,  

but to wait there for the promise of the Father.  

‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me;  

for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ 
 

So when they had come together, they asked him,  

‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’  

He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;  

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’  

When he had said this, as they were watching,  

he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  

While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven,  

suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.  

They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven?  

This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,  

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 47  
 

 

R 
 

Clap your hands, all you peoples; 

 shout to God with loud songs of joy.  

For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, 

 a great king over all the earth.  

He subdued peoples under us, 

 and nations under our feet.  

He chose our heritage for us, 

 the pride of Jacob whom he loves.          R 
 

God has gone up with a shout, 

 the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.  

Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

 sing praises to our King, sing praises.  

For God is the king of all the earth; 

 sing praises with a psalm! 

God is king over the nations; 

 God sits on his holy throne.  

The princes of the peoples gather 

 as the people of the God of Abraham. 

For the shields of the earth belong to God; 

 he is highly exalted.              R 

 
SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 1:15-23 

 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus  

and your love towards all the saints,  

and for this reason, I do not cease to give thanks for you  

as I remember you in my prayers.  

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,  

may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him,  

so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened,  

you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,  

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints,  

and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,  

according to the working of his great power.  

God put this power to work in Christ  

when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,  

far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,  

and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.  

And he has put all things under his feet  

and has made him the head over all things for the church,  

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN * Glorify Thy Name  
 

 
 
GOSPEL LESSON  Luke 24:44-53 

 

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you;  

that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’  

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures,  

and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written,  

that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day,  

and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,  

beginning from Jerusalem.  

You are witnesses of these things.  

And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised;  

so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’ 
 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.  

While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.  

And they worshipped him,  

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy;  

and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
SERMON 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH *   

 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  

 through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation,  

 he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  

 and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again,  

 in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven,  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory,  

 to judge the living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

 
CALL TO PRAYER Because He Lives 

 
CONCERNS AND PRAYERS 

 

When you pray, please remember: 
 

The needs of the church, especially: 

Our pastor and staff as they continue their ministry during this crisis. 
 

Those burdened by any kind of difficulty, sickness, or suffering, especially: 
 

Our Members: 

Becky Schertz, Nancy Felder, Martha Lamkin, Bobbie Kenna, Cindy Price, Hannah 

Nieman, Dean Kebert, Helen Elise McMillan, Cindy Quayle, Terry Thompson, Lamar 

Murrell, Linda Purtell & Ted Purtell. 
 

Our Friends: 

Debbie Stovall, Tracy Callahan, Annette King, Marge Smith, Shiela Puryear, Jimmy 
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Clark, Lock Ross, Patsy Brock, Carla Grenn Allen, Will Jones, Emily Mote, Scott and 

Debbie Perkins, Richard Coghlan, Julie Wallace. 
 

The local community, especially: 

Law enforcement officials, first responders, and all medical professionals working to 

preserve life and stop the pandemic. 
 

The public authorities and the salvation of the world, especially:  

All those working to slow the current pandemic. 
 

 

To request prayer, you can: 
 

 email your request to prayer@centenary-umc.net 
 

 email the Minister of Discipleship and Visitation at connie@centenary-umc.net 
 

 text Connie Felter (601-248-1756) 
 

 leave a message on the Church machine (601-684-6698) 

 
Persons added to the prayer list will remain for four weeks, 

after which you may resubmit if desired. 

 
THANKSGIVING 

 
OFFERTORY Lord, I Lift Your Name on High 

 

The offering will be received by procession.   

 

There are many ways to give: 

 

 You may mail your offerings to PO Box 712, McComb 39649 

 

 You may bring your donation by the Church Office  

 

 You may donate by automatic draft  

 (Kathy can help you set this up, call 601-684-6698) 

 

 You may donate electronically  

 using your smartphone camera to scan our QR code, or 

 by going to our giving page (app.clovergive.com/app/giving/centenary). 

 Electronic givers can charge their donation to a debit or credit card. 

 

 

The Chancel flowers are given to the glory of God 

and in memory of Madison Lee Dykes by Shane & Shawn Dykes. 
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DOXOLOGY *  
 

 

 
THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING *  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER * 
 

With the word Christ gave us, we pray:  
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SENDING FORTH 

 
HYMN * Lord, Be Glorified  
 

 

 
DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING * 
 

May the love of the cross, 

the power of the resurrection,  
and the presence of the living Lord 

be with you always. 

And the blessing of the eternal God,  

creator and sustainer, 

risen and ascended Lord and Savior,  

giver of holiness and love, 

be upon you now and evermore.  

Amen. 

 
GOING FORTH * 
 

Please remain in the attitude of prayer as we depart sequentially.  

Use the cleaning wipes to disinfect your pew area; and remember to take you order of worship with you. 

As directed by the ushers, the back rows will exit first, followed by the next row, the next, and so on. 

Congregants are asked to remain distanced as they leave and remember to refrain from touching. 

The pastor and worship leaders will remain on the bema, exiting last. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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Sunday Morning Worship Schedule: 
 

Live and In Person at 9:00 am.  (No singing, Holy Communion, Nursery) 
 

Live and In Person at 10:30 am  (Singing, Nursery) 
 

Live Online at 10:30 am on YouTube, Facebook; or on our Web Page 
(Log on early and let us know via the chat that you’re present and accounted for) 
 

Live Over Radio at 10:30 am on WAKK 1140 AM.   
(If you listen please make positive posts on our Facebook page) 

 
Ten Things You Should Do If You Plan to Worship Live and In Person 
 

1) Take your temperature 
▪ If you have a temp of 100 or more; If you have any shortness of breath; If you 

feel unwell – DO NOT ATTEND – but call you doctor, or go to the Emergency 
Room 

 

2) Wash your hands  

▪ for at least 20 seconds with soap and water 
 

3) Bring a sweater or jacket 
▪ It may be cool in the sanctuary as we will be using the air conditioner 

constantly to increase the flow of fresh air into the worship space 
 

4) Wear a mask 

▪ If you forget yours, we may have some at the Church  
 

5) Bring your smart device if you want to use it as a worship aid  
(orders of worship will be available) 

▪ Be sure to download the order of worship beforehand 
▪ and to silence your device 

 

6) Sanitize your hands at the door 
 

7) Use non-contact greetings, refrain from handshaking, hugging, or touching 
 

8)  Maintain proper distancing 
 

9) Exit carefully and in order, taking your bulletin with you and maintaining distance 
 

10)  If you become symptomatic please let us know immediately  
▪ Call Connie (601-248-1756) or Chris (601-810-5030) or leave a message at the 

Church (601-684-6698) 

▪ We will not publicize your name; but this will allow us to notify others who may 
have been in close proximity so they can more attentively monitor their own 
health 

 
 

Bible Study – Tuesday June 2 at 6:30 pm 

https://www.youtube.com/user/CentenaryUMCMusic/videos?view=2&flow=grid
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Centenary-UMC/131149916915827
http://www.centenary-umc.net/worship/sunday-live-stream
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/ef/ef7f0d9c-e944-4394-9bae-5f5dfb5c0561/documents/Order_of_Worship_for_5_17.pdf
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This digitally integrated bible study will be Live and In Person in the sanctuary and Online 
at Facebook Live.  Chris will be moderating the Facebook live chat so that you can ask 

questions (and hopefully answer some) live – he’ll even let you ask anonymously. 
 
We will pick up The Absolute Basics of the Christian Faith, starting out with a review of the 
first chapters.  Please follow the virus mitigation guidelines if you plan to attend live and in 
person. 

 
 

Read the Daily Lectionary to Prepare for Sunday 
 

 Monday, May 25, 2020:    Psalm 99; Leviticus 9:1-11, 22-24; 1 Peter 4:1-6 

 Tuesday, May 26, 2020:    Psalm 99; Numbers 16:41-50; 1 Peter 4:7-11 

 Wednesday, May 27, 2020:   Psalm 99; 1 Kings 8:54-65; John 3:31-36 

 Thursday, May 28, 2020:    Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 19:1-9a; Acts 2:1-11 

 Friday, May 29, 2020:     Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 19:16-25; Romans 8:14-17 

 Saturday, May 30, 2020:    Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus 20:1-21; Matthew 5:1-12 

 
 

Daily Devotions Help Us Engage with the Scripture. 
 

 The Upper Room is available in the Centenary kiosk  
 

Ë Our church-wide yearly devotional is New Morning Mercies, by Paul David Tripp 

(available on Amazon).  You can join the Facebook Discussion Group by going to 
the Church’s Facebook page, then to groups, then choose “join the group.”  For 
help joining the group contact Chris Hart (601-810-5030). 

 
 

Other Ministry News 
 
Children’s Sunday school and Wednesday night live activities are still on hiatus – however, 
some online events are happening, contact Chris Richardson for information (601-810-
6591) 
 
Some Youth activities are on the horizon, for more info contact Kevin Martin (601-551-0848) 

 
Contact your Sunday School teacher concerning your class meetings. 
 
Can you play an instrument or sing a solo during worship?  Let Christopher know your 
willing (601-810-5030) 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Absolute-Basics-Christian-Faith/dp/1628242973/ref=sr_1_1?crid=C4LP8KHNIHF8&dchild=1&keywords=the+absolute+basics+of+the+christian+faith&qid=1589917986&sprefix=the+absolute+basics+%2Caps%2C228&sr=8-1
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2099;%20Leviticus%209:1-11,%2022-24;%201%20Peter%204:1-6
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2099;%20Numbers%2016:41-50;%201%20Peter%204:7-11
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2099;%201%20Kings%208:54-65;%20John%203:31-36
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2033:12-22;%20Exodus%2019:1-9a;%20Acts%202:1-11
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2033:12-22;%20Exodus%2019:16-25;%20Romans%208:14-17
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2033:12-22;%20Exodus%2020:1-21;%20Matthew%205:1-12
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Centenary-UMC/131149916915827
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