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resurrection SUNDAY –  APRIL 4 ,  2021 AT 9 AM 

 

T h e  S e r v i c e  o f  T H E  L i g h t  

 
GATHERING 

 

Thank you for your use of non-contact greetings (that is, refraining from shaking hands and hugging). 

Please be vigilant to maintain proper distancing throughout our shared worship. 

Persons living under the same roof may sit together; please establish a 6-foot distance from other worshippers. 

You are strongly encouraged to wear a mask, and to sing and speak responses softly. 

 
PRELUDE 

 
GREETING AND INTRODUCTION * 

 

The Lord be with you. 
 

And also with you. 
 

Sisters and brothers in Christ:  

On this most holy morning, when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from death to life, 

 we gather with the Church throughout the world to rejoice in the dawning of his victory. 

This is the Passover of Christ Jesus:  

 through light, and the Word, through water, and the bread and wine,  

 we recall Christ's death and resurrection,  

 we share Christ’s triumph over sin and death, 

 and with invincible hope we await Christ's coming again.  
 

A brief pause 
 

Hear the Word of God:  

In the beginning was the Word,  

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.   

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 
OPENING PRAYER * 

 

Let us pray: 
 

Eternal God, in Jesus Christ, you have given the light of life to all the world.  

Sanctify this new fire,  

and inflame us with a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising,  

until we feast at the banquet of eternal light;  

through Jesus Christ, the Sun of Righteousness.  Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE * 
 

The light of Christ rises in glory, overcoming the darkness of sin and death. 
 

The Christ candle is lit. 
 

The Light of Christ! 
 

Thanks be to God! 
 

The candles of the worshippers are lit. 

 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY * 

 
EASTER PROCLAMATION * 

 

The candles of the worshippers are extinguished. 

 
T h e  S e r v i c e  o f  T H E  W O R D  

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, let us attend to the Word of God,  

recalling God’s saving deeds in history; and, in the fullness of time,  

how God’s own son was sent to be our redeemer.  

May the Holy Spirit illumine our hearts and minds in the hearing of his Word. 

 
ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA Exodus 14:10-31 

 

The ruler who kept God’s people in slavery pursues them to the Red Sea as they try to escape. 

Despite a hopeless situation, God rescues his people,  

leading them on dry land through the parted sea and closing the waters on their former masters. 

Hear the Word of the Lord: 
 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In 

great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, ‘Was it because there were no graves 

in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us 

out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us alone and let us serve the 

Egyptians”? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.’ 

But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will 

accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord 

will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.’ 
 

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift 
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up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea 

on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I 

will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the 

Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, 

and his chariot drivers.’ 
 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar 

of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt 

and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not 

come near the other all night. 
 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all 

night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on 

dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, 

and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning 

watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the 

Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The 

Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’ 
 

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon 

the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and 

at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the 

Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire 

army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites 

walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 
 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 

seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the 

Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 
 

Brief silence 

 
CANTICLE OF MOSES AND MIRIAM  

 

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord:  
 

‘I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

   horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.  

The Lord is my strength and my might, 

   and he has become my salvation; 

this is my God, and I will praise him, 

   my father’s God, and I will exalt him.  

The Lord is a warrior; 

   the Lord is his name.  
 

‘Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; 

   his picked officers were sunk in the Red Sea.  

The floods covered them; 
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   they went down into the depths like a stone.  

Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power— 

   your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy.  

In the greatness of your majesty  

   you overthrew your adversaries; 

   you sent out your fury,  

   it consumed them like stubble.  

At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up, 

   the floods stood up in a heap; 

   the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea.  

The enemy said, “I will pursue, I will overtake, 

   I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. 

   I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.”  

You blew with your wind, the sea covered them; 

   they sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
 

‘Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? 

   Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 

   awesome in splendor, doing wonders?  

You stretched out your right hand, 

   the earth swallowed them.  

‘In your steadfast love  

   you lead the people whom you redeemed; 

   you guide them by your strength to your holy abode.  

You will bring them in, and plant them on your holy mountain, 

   the place, O Lord, that you made your abode, 

   the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hands have established.  

The Lord will reign for ever and ever.’  
 

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand;  

and all the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing.  

And Miriam sang to them: 

‘Sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.’ 

 
PRAYER  

 

Let us pray: 
 

God our Savior,  

as once you delivered by the power of your mighty arm 

 your chosen Israel through the waters of the sea, 

so now deliver your Church and all the people of the earth 

 from bondage and oppression, to rejoice and serve you in freedom.   

Through Jesus Christ our deliverer.  Amen. 
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SALVATION OFFERED FREELY TO ALL  Isaiah 55:1-11 
 

The prophet Isaiah issues an invitation of abundant life to the hungry and thirsty. 

Hear the Word of the Lord: 
 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 

   and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

   without money and without price.  

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

   and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

   and delight yourselves in rich food.  

Incline your ear, and come to me; 

   listen, so that you may live. 

I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

   my steadfast, sure love for David.  

See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

   a leader and commander for the peoples.  

See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

   and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

   for he has glorified you.  
 

Seek the Lord while he may be found, 

   call upon him while he is near;  

let the wicked forsake their way, 

   and the unrighteous their thoughts; 

let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 

   and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

   nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.  

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

   so are my ways higher than your ways 

   and my thoughts than your thoughts.  
 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

   and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

   giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,  

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

   it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

   and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 

Brief silence 
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CANTICLE OF COVENANT FAITHFULNESS 
 

Seek the Lord who now is present,  

 call upon the Lord, who is near, 

Let the wicked forsake their way, 

 and the unrighteous their thoughts. 

Let them return, that the Lord may have mercy on them,  

 that our God may abundantly pardon. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  

 neither are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  

 so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,  

 and return not but water the earth,  

 making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth;  

 it shall not return to me empty,  

 but it shall accomplish that which I intend,  

 and prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

 
PRAYER  

 

Let us pray: 
 

Creator of all things,  

you freely offer water to the thirsty and food to the hungry.  

Refresh us by the water of baptism and feed us with the bread and wine of your table,  

that your word might bear fruit in our lives,  

and bring us all to your heavenly banquet;  

through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  Amen. 

 
A NEW HEART AND A NEW SPIRIT Ezekiel 36:24-28 

 

The prophet promises that God will renew his people, replacing their heart of stone with a new heart.   

Hear the Word of the Lord: 
 

I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. 

I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all 

your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I 

will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within 

you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the 

land that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
 

Brief silence 
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PSALM 42 
 

As a deer longs for flowing streams, 

   so my soul longs for you, O God.  

My soul thirsts for God, 

   for the living God. 

When shall I come and behold the face of God?  

My tears have been my food 

   day and night, 

while people say to me continually, 

   ‘Where is your God?’  
 

These things I remember, 

   as I pour out my soul: 

how I went with the throng, 

   and led them in procession to the house of God, 

with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving, 

   a multitude keeping festival.  

Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

   and why are you disquieted within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

   my help and my God.  
 

My soul is cast down within me; 

   therefore I remember you 

from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, from Mount Mizar.  

Deep calls to deep 

   at the thunder of your cataracts; 

all your waves and your billows 

   have gone over me.  

By day the Lord commands his steadfast love, 

   and at night his song is with me, 

   a prayer to the God of my life.  
 

I say to God, my rock, 

   ‘Why have you forgotten me? 

Why must I walk about mournfully 

   because the enemy oppresses me?’  

As with a deadly wound in my body, 

   my adversaries taunt me, 

while they say to me continually, 

   ‘Where is your God?’  
 

Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

   and why are you disquieted within me? 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 

   my help and my God. 
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PRAYER  
 

Let us pray: 
 

God of holiness and light, in the mystery of dying and rising with Christ  

 you have established a new covenant of reconciliation.  

Cleanse our hearts and give a new spirit to all your people,  

 that your saving grace may be made known to the whole world;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
BURIED AND RAISED WITH CHRIST IN BAPTISM Romans 6:3-11 

 

The apostle Paul reminds us that in Christ we have already died; drowned in baptism.  

Yet we who have died are raised to newness of life.  Hear the Word of the Lord: 
 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 

destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we 

have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised 

from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died 

to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to 

sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

 

Brief silence 

 
ALLELUIA * 

 
WHO WILL ROLL AWAY THE STONE FOR US * Mark 16:1-8 

 

Hear the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, 

so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, 

they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from 

the entrance to the tomb?’ When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had 

already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, 

sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking 

for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they 

laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see 

him, just as he told you.’ So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 

them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.  
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SERMON 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH *  The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth,  

 of all that is, seen and unseen.   
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

 the only Son of God,  

 eternally begotten of the Father,  

 God from God,  

 Light from Light,  

 true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made,  

 of one Being with the Father;  

 through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation  

 he came down from heaven,  

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  

 and became truly human.  

 For our sake  

 he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

 he suffered death and was buried.  

 On the third day he rose again  

 in accordance with the Scriptures;  

 he ascended into heaven  

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

 and his kingdom will have no end.   
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

 and the life of the world to come.   

Amen. 

 

 
 



 11 

CONCERNS AND PRAYERS 
 

When you pray, please remember those on our prayer list (www.centenary-umc.net/connect/prayer-list) 
 

To request prayer, you can: 
 

 email your request to prayer@centenary-umc.net 
 

 email our Minister of Discipleship and Visitation at connie@centenary-umc.net 
 

 text Connie Felter (601-248-1756) 
 

 leave a message on the Church machine (601-684-6698) 
 

Persons added to the prayer list will remain for four weeks, after which you may resubmit if desired.  

 
OFFERING 

 

As thankful recipients of the eternal and abundant life of Christ, 

 let us offer our gifts to God. 

 
OFFERTORY 

 

The offering will be received by procession.   
 

There are many ways to give: 
 

 You may mail your offerings to PO Box 712, McComb 39649 
 

 You may bring your donation by the Church Office  
 

 You may donate by automatic draft  

(Kathy can help you set this up, call 601-684-6698) 
 

 You may donate electronically 
 

 using your smartphone camera to scan our QR code, or 

by going to our giving page (app.clovergive.com/app/giving/centenary). 

Electronic givers can charge their donation to a debit or credit card. 
 

To give flowers to the glory of God and in memory or honor of our loved ones  

please contact Connie at 601-248-1756 or connie@centenary-umc.net 

You can pay via our giving page, by selecting flowers from the drop-down menu. 
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The  S erv ice  of  THE  Bread  and Cup  

 
INVITATION * 

 

Beloved in Christ!   

People shall be gathered from north and south, from east and west  

 to feast at the heavenly banquet of the Lord. 

Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed.  Let us therefore celebrate the feast. 

Alleluia!  

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING * 

 

The pastor stands behind the Lord's table. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  The pastor lifts hands and keeps them raised. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

 Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 

When we turned away and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 

You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 

 brought us to a land flowing with milk and honey, and set before us the way of life. 
 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 

 we praise your name and join in their unending hymn: 
 

The pastor lowers hands. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

 heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The pastor raises hands. 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection  

 you gave birth to your Church, 

 delivered us from slavery to sin and death 

 and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 

By your great mercy we have been born anew 

 to a living hope through the resurrection of your Son from the dead 

 and to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. 
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Once we were no people, but now we are your people 

 declaring your wonderful deeds in Christ  

  who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 

When the Lord Jesus ascended he promised to be with us always, 

 in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 
 

The pastor lifts the bread. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us he took bread, 

 gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.  

Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

The pastor lifts the cup. 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, 

 gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

 poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 

The pastor raises hands. 

On the day you raised him from the dead  

 he was recognized by his disciples in the breaking of the bread 

and in the power of your Holy Spirit your Church has continued 

 in the breaking of the bread and the sharing of the cup. 
 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,  

 we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, 

 in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

The pastor holds hands, palms down, over the bread and cup. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,  

and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,  

that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 

 

The pastor raises hands. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,  

 one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 

until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 

Through your Son Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER * 
 

With the word Christ gave us, let us boldly pray:  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BREAKING THE BREAD 

 

On the day of his resurrection, they recognized the Lord, in the breaking of the bread.  

The bread which we break is the Body of the Lord;  

the cup which we bless is the Blood of the Lord: A Holy Mystery. 

 
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP  

 

United Methodists affirm the real presence of Christ in the consecrated elements of bread and wine.  Receiving 

communion under both kinds follows Christ’s institution and enables the faithful to appreciate vividly the fullness of the 

sign.  However, receiving communion under one kind is in no way deficient since each element conveys the real 

presence of Christ and therefore all the blessings, power, and forgiveness that the divine presence provides.  During our 

current pastoral conditions holy communion will be received through the bread only at the rail; rest assured that in 

receiving the bread you are partaking in the fullness of the sacrament and receiving by faith all the grace it surely 

provides.  (Because “the cup of the Lord shall not be denied to the lay people,” those desiring so to receive the wine, 

please indicate such to the pastor.) 

Christ’s invitation to his table includes “all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sins, and seek to live in peace 

with one another.”  Baptized Christians and all who can respond to the invitation are welcome to receive.  If you are not 

yet baptized or not ready to respond to the invitation, we invite you to come to the chancel rail with your hands folded 

across your chest to receive a blessing. 

Holy Communion will be received standing at the rail.  Please do not from a line in the aisle and remember to remain 

properly distanced.  Front rows will receive first.  When instructed, or when you see a space open, proceed to the rail 

and extend an open hand toward the person who is serving, you may hold your left hand under your right hand in the 

form of a cross if you wish.  The server will convey the bread into your hands (without touching) and offer words such as 

“The body of Christ, given for you.”  You may receive in silence, or you may respond with words such as “Thanks be to 

God” or “Amen.”   

After you have received return to your seat via the outer aisle.  As other’s feast upon the sacrament, you are invited to 

spend time in prayer and reflection on Christ’s presence now in you. 

The practice of Spiritual Communion is used by Christians when they are unable to receive the Holy Communion, 

especially in times of sickness and during persecution.  It is an act prayer whereby we express; our faith in Christ’s 

presence, and our desire for him to unite with us.  You are invited so to pray and meditate: 
 

My Jesus,  

I believe that you are really present in the sacrament of Holy Communion.  

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace you, as if you were already there, and unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me to be separated from you.  Amen. 



 15 

PRAYER 
 

When all have received, the Lord’s Table is put in order.  The following prayer is then offered by all: 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Gracious God,  

 you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.  

We have seen your power  

 in sending light to conquer darkness,  

 water to give us life,  

 and the bread of heaven to nourish us in love.  

Send us with your salvation and joy to all the world,  

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 
SENDING FORTH 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 

 

Go in peace  

to love and serve the Lord  

in the power of the resurrection.   

Alleluia! 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus,  

the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

be with you all.   
 

Christ is risen!   

Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   

 
GOING FORTH  

 

Congregants are asked to remain distanced as they leave and remember to refrain from touching. 

The back rows will exit first, followed by the next row, the next, and so on.   

Please pay attention as to when it is your turn; and take your Order of Worship with you. 

The pastor and worship leaders will remain on the bema, exiting last. 

 
POSTLUDE 
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resurrection SUNDAY – APRIL 4, 2021 AT 10:30 AM 

 
GATHERING 

 

Thank you for your use of non-contact greetings (that is, refraining from shaking hands and hugging). 

Please be vigilant to maintain proper distancing throughout our shared worship. 

 
PRELUDE  

 
CHRISTIAN GREETING 

 

Christ is risen! 

The Lord is risen indeed! 

Glory and honor and dominion and power be to God for ever and ever. 

Christ is risen!  Alleluia! 

 
HYMN * The Strife Is O'er, the Battle Done 306 
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OPENING PRAYER * 
 

God our Father,  

by raising Christ your Son,  

you conquered the power of death  

and opened to us the way of eternal life.  

Let our celebration today  

raise us up and renew our lives  

by the Spirit that is within us.  

Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, forever and ever.  Amen 

 
ANTHEM Hallelujah! Resurrection Day! 

 
T h e  S e r v i c e  o f  T H E  W O R D  

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION * 

 

Father of life,  

your Holy Spirit raised Jesus from the dead.  

Your Spirit inspired the prophets and writers of scripture.  

Your Spirit draws us to Christ and helps us to acknowledge him as Lord. 

We ask that you send your Spirit now 

to give us deeper insight, encouragement, faith, and hope  

through the proclamation of the Easter gospel.  Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON Acts 10:34-43 

 

Then Peter began to speak to them:  

‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality,  

but in every nation, anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  

You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,  

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.  

That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:  

How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power;  

how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,  

for God was with him.  

We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day  

and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses,  

and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  
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He commanded us to preach to the people  

and to testify that he is the One ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.  

All the prophets testify about him  

that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM  118 RESPONSE 2 839 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
RESPONSE  
 

The Lord is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation. 

There are joyous songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:  

"The right hand of the Lord does valiantly; the right hand of the Lord is exalted;  

 the right hand of the Lord does valiantly." 

I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord.  

The Lord has punished me severely,  

 but he did not give me over to death. 

Open to me the gates of righteousness,  

 that I may enter through them, and give thanks to the Lord. 

This is the gate of the Lord;  

 the righteous shall enter through it.           RESPONSE 
 

I thank you that you have answered me  

 and have become my salvation. 

The stone that the builders rejected  

 has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day that the Lord has made;  

 let us rejoice and be glad in it.              RESPONSE 
 

Save us, we beseech you, O Lord!  

O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

We bless you from the house of the Lord. 



 19 

The Lord is God, and he has given us light.  

Lead the festal procession with branches 

 up to the horns of the altar. 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;  

 you are my God, I will extol you. 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,  

 for his steadfast love endures forever.           RESPONSE 

 
SECOND LESSON Colossians 3:1-4 

 

So if you have been raised with Christ,  

seek the things that are above,  

 where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  

Set your minds on things that are above,  

 not on things that are on earth,  

for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  

When Christ, who is your life, is revealed,  

then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
HYMN * The Day of Resurrection 303 
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GOSPEL * John 20:1-18 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 

that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 

disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we 

do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the 

tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He 

bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter 

came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that 

had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the 

other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not 

understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw 

two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 

feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my 

Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned round and saw 

Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 

weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you 

have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, 

‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, 

‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 

them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”’ Mary Magdalene went 

and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to 

her. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
SERMON 
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HYMN * Christ The Lord Is Risen Today 307 

 
T h e  S e r v i c e  o f  T H E  W A T E R  

 
REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

 

Because God’s promises are never broken there is no such thing as rebaptism.  God never goes back on his 

promise to regard us graciously.  We however continually break our promises to God, if only by forgetting 
about them.  Therefore, we are called to renewal again and again.  From time to time it is well for us to be 

reminded of our faithlessness and to reaffirm our part of the baptismal covenant. 
 

In the following actions we gratefully remember our baptism, not that we necessarily recall the event itself, but 

we remember the deep meaning of this covenant of grace.  We remember God’s mercy and strengthening 

power, and we remember our resolve to be faithful Christians. 

 
INTRODUCTION TO THE SERVICE 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ:   

Through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism  

we are initiated into Christ’s holy church, 

we are incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation, 

and given new birth through water and the Spirit.   

All this is God’s free gift to us.  
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Through the reaffirmation of our faith,  

 we renew the covenant declared at our Baptism,  

 acknowledge what God is doing for us,  

 and affirm our commitment to Christ’s holy Church. 

 
RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH 

 

On behalf of the whole church, I ask you:  
 

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness,  

 reject the evil powers of this world,  

 and repent of your sin? 

I do. 
 

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you 

 to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? 

I do. 
 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior,  

 put your whole trust in his grace alone, and promise to serve him as your Lord,  

 in union with the church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races? 

I do. 
 

According to the grace given you, will you remain faithful members of Christ’s holy Church  

 and serve as Christ’s representatives in the world? 

I will. 
 

Please stand, if you like. 
 

Let us stand together in professing the Christian faith  

 as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended into hell.   

On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

The water is poured into the font. 
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THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Eternal Father, when nothing existed but chaos,  

 you swept across the dark waters and brought forth light. 

In the days of Noah, you saved those on the ark through water. 

After the flood, you set in the clouds a rainbow. 
 

When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom through the sea. 

Their children you brought through the river Jordan to the land which you promised. 
 

 

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb. 

He was baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit.  

He called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection  

 and to make disciples of all nations. 
 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, 

 and by this gift of water call to our remembrance the grace declared to us in our baptism. 

For you have washed away our sins, and you clothe us with righteousness all our lives, 

 that, dying and rising with Christ, we may share in his final victory. 
 

 
REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

Remember your baptism and be thankful.   
 

A generous amount is water is sprinkled toward the congregation.   
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The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit 

 you may live as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 
THANKSGIVING 

 

Let us rejoice in the faithfulness of our covenant God. 
 

We give thanks for all that God has already given us. 

As members of the body of Christ, and in this congregation, 

 we will faithfully participate in the ministries of the church  

  by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness 

 that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
 

The God of all grace,  

 who has called us to eternal glory in Christ,  

 establish you and strengthen you by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

 that you may live in grace and peace. 
 

Amen. 

 
THE PEACE * 

 

The peace of the risen Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us offer one another a happy Easter! 

 
GLORY BE TO THE FATHER *  
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Filled with joy on this royal feast of feasts, let us offer prayers to God  

who leads his sons and daughters through the Red Sea waters. 

 

 

 

For the holy churches of God, for James our bishop and all bishops, for Lindsey and all superintendents,  

for Jonathan and all preachers, for all who minister in Christ, for our new brothers and sisters,  

for this holy gathering, and all the holy people of God, we pray . . .  

Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For the world and its leaders, for our nation and its people, we pray . . . 

Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For all those in need, the sick and the suffering, the oppressed, the isolated and prisoners, 

the dying and the dead, we pray . . . 

Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

For ourselves, our families, and those we love, we pray . . . 

Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

That our Savior may grant us triumph over our visible and invisible enemies, we pray . . . 

Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

That with Christ we may crush beneath our feet the prince of darkness and all evil powers, we pray . . . 

Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

That Christ may fill us with the joy and happiness of his holy resurrection, we pray . . . 

Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
 

That we may enter the chamber of the divine wedding feast and rejoice without limit  

with the angels and saints, we pray . . . 

Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
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Blessed are you, O Lord our God, for the victory over death of your Son Jesus Christ.  

Hear the prayers we offer this holy day,  

and grant that we who have received new life in baptism  

may live forever in the joy of the resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 
OFFERING  

 

As thankful recipients of the eternal and abundant life of Christ, let us offer our gifts to God. 

 
OFFERTORY 

 

The offering will be received by procession.   
 

There are many ways to give: 
 

 You may mail your offerings to PO Box 712, McComb 39649 
 

 You may bring your donation by the Church Office  
 

 You may donate by automatic draft  

(Kathy can help you set this up, call 601-684-6698) 
 

 You may donate electronically 
 

 using your smartphone camera to scan our QR code, or 

by going to our giving page (app.clovergive.com/app/giving/centenary). 

Electronic givers can charge their donation to a debit or credit card. 
 

To give flowers to the glory of God and in memory or honor of our loved ones  

please contact Connie at 601-248-1756 or connie@centenary-umc.net 

You can pay via our giving page, by selecting flowers from the drop-down menu. 
 
DOXOLOGY * 94 
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SENDING FORTH 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 

 

Go forth in joy and peace  

to love and serve God in all you do.  

We are sent in the name of the risen Christ. 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God!  Alleluia! 
 

May the God of peace,  

who raised to life the great Shepherd of the sheep,  

make us ready to do his will and every good thing,  

through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 

Amen.  Alleluia!   

 
HYMN * Sing with All the Saints in Glory 702 
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GOING FORTH  

 
Congregants are asked to remain distanced as they leave and remember to refrain from touching. 

The back rows will exit first, followed by the next row, the next, and so on.   

Please pay attention as to when it is your turn; and take your Order of Worship with you. 

The pastor and worship leaders will remain on the bema, exiting last. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 
Celebratory Plants & Flowers are Given to the Glory of God and 
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