
God and the Pandemic 

Week 2 – Reading the OT 

 

 
Amos chapters 3—4 (optional) 

 

Amos 3:6 

Is a trumpet blown in a city, 

   and the people are not afraid? 

Does disaster befall a city, 

   unless the Lord has done it? 

 

Amos 4:6-11 

I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, 

   and lack of bread in all your places, 

yet you did not return to me, 

says the Lord.  

And I also withheld the rain from you 

   when there were still three months to the harvest; 

I would send rain on one city, 

   and send no rain on another city; 

one field would be rained upon, 

   and the field on which it did not rain withered;  

so two or three towns wandered to one town 

   to drink water, and were not satisfied; 

yet you did not return to me, 

says the Lord.  

I struck you with blight and mildew; 

   I laid waste your gardens and your vineyards; 

   the locust devoured your fig trees and your olive trees; 

yet you did not return to me, 

 

says the Lord.  

I sent among you a pestilence after the manner of Egypt; 

   I killed your young men with the sword; 

I carried away your horses; 

   and I made the stench of your camp go up into your nostrils; 

yet you did not return to me, 



says the Lord.  

I overthrew some of you, 

   as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, 

   and you were like a brand snatched from the fire; 

yet you did not return to me, 

says the Lord. 

 

Lamentations 2:12 

They cry to their mothers, 

   ‘Where is bread and wine?’ 

as they faint like the wounded 

   in the streets of the city, 

as their life is poured out 

   on their mothers’ bosom. 

 

Lamentations 4:3-4 

Even the jackals offer the breast 

   and nurse their young, 

but my people has become cruel, 

   like the ostriches in the wilderness.  

The tongue of the infant sticks 

   to the roof of its mouth for thirst; 

the children beg for food, 

   but no one gives them anything.  

 

Lamentations 5:19-22 

But you, O Lord, reign for ever; 

   your throne endures to all generations.  

Why have you forgotten us completely? 

   Why have you forsaken us these many days?  

Restore us to yourself, O Lord, that we may be restored; 

   renew our days as of old—  

unless you have utterly rejected us, 

   and are angry with us beyond measure. 

 

Daniel 9 

In the first year of Darius son of Ahasuerus, by birth a Mede, who became king 

over the realm of the Chaldeans— in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived 

in the books the number of years that, according to the word of the Lord to the 



prophet Jeremiah, must be fulfilled for the devastation of Jerusalem, namely, 

seventy years. 

 

Then I turned to the Lord God, to seek an answer by prayer and supplication with 

fasting and sackcloth and ashes. I prayed to the Lord my God and made 

confession, saying, 

 

‘Ah, Lord, great and awesome God, keeping covenant and steadfast love with 

those who love you and keep your commandments, we have sinned and done 

wrong, acted wickedly and rebelled, turning aside from your commandments and 

ordinances. We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your 

name to our kings, our princes, and our ancestors, and to all the people of the land. 

 

‘Righteousness is on your side, O Lord, but open shame, as at this day, falls on us, 

the people of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and all Israel, those who are near 

and those who are far away, in all the lands to which you have driven them, 

because of the treachery that they have committed against you. Open shame, O 

Lord, falls on us, our kings, our officials, and our ancestors, because we have 

sinned against you. To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we 

have rebelled against him, and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God 

by following his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets. 

 

‘All Israel has transgressed your law and turned aside, refusing to obey your voice. 

So the curse and the oath written in the law of Moses, the servant of God, have 

been poured out upon us, because we have sinned against you. He has confirmed 

his words, which he spoke against us and against our rulers, by bringing upon us a 

calamity so great that what has been done against Jerusalem has never before been 

done under the whole heaven. Just as it is written in the law of Moses, all this 

calamity has come upon us. We did not entreat the favor of the Lord our God, 

turning from our iniquities and reflecting on his fidelity. So the Lord kept watch 

over this calamity until he brought it upon us. Indeed, the Lord our God is right in 

all that he has done; for we have disobeyed his voice. 

 

‘And now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of the land of Egypt with 

a mighty hand and made your name renowned even to this day—we have sinned, 

we have done wickedly. O Lord, in view of all your righteous acts, let your anger 

and wrath, we pray, turn away from your city Jerusalem, your holy mountain; 

because of our sins and the iniquities of our ancestors, Jerusalem and your people 

have become a disgrace among all our neighbors. Now therefore, O our God, listen 

to the prayer of your servant and to his supplication, and for your own sake, Lord, 



let your face shine upon your desolated sanctuary. Incline your ear, O my God, and 

hear. Open your eyes and look at our desolation and the city that bears your name. 

We do not present our supplication before you on the ground of our righteousness, 

but on the ground of your great mercies. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, 

listen and act and do not delay! For your own sake, O my God, because your city 

and your people bear your name!’ 

 

While I was speaking, and was praying and confessing my sin and the sin of my 

people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God on behalf of 

the holy mountain of my God— while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, 

whom I had seen before in a vision, came to me in swift flight at the time of the 

evening sacrifice. He came and said to me, ‘Daniel, I have now come out to give 

you wisdom and understanding. At the beginning of your supplications a word 

went out, and I have come to declare it, for you are greatly beloved. So consider 

the word and understand the vision: 

 

‘Seventy weeks are decreed for your people and your holy city: to finish the 

transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting 

righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place. 

Know therefore and understand: from the time that the word went out to restore 

and rebuild Jerusalem until the time of an anointed prince, there shall be seven 

weeks; and for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with streets and moat, but in 

a troubled time. After the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall be cut off and 

shall have nothing, and the troops of the prince who is to come shall destroy the 

city and the sanctuary. Its end shall come with a flood, and to the end there shall be 

war. Desolations are decreed. He shall make a strong covenant with many for one 

week, and for half of the week he shall make sacrifice and offering cease; and in 

their place shall be an abomination that desolates, until the decreed end is poured 

out upon the desolator.’ 

 

1 Kings 17:18 

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, ‘Go now to Zarephath, which 

belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed 

you.’ So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a 

widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, ‘Bring me a little water 

in a vessel, so that I may drink.’ As she was going to bring it, he called to her and 

said, ‘Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.’ But she said, ‘As the Lord your 

God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a 

jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for 

myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.’ Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be 



afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it 

to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. For thus says the 

Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will 

not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.’ She went and did as 

Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. The jar 

of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the 

Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 

 

After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill; his 

illness was so severe that there was no breath left in him. She then said to 

Elijah, ‘What have you against me, O man of God? You have come to me to 

bring my sin to remembrance, and to cause the death of my son!’ But he said 

to her, ‘Give me your son.’ He took him from her bosom, carried him up into the 

upper chamber where he was lodging, and laid him on his own bed. He cried out to 

the Lord, ‘O Lord my God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow with 

whom I am staying, by killing her son?’ Then he stretched himself upon the child 

three times, and cried out to the Lord, ‘O Lord my God, let this child’s life come 

into him again.’ The Lord listened to the voice of Elijah; the life of the child came 

into him again, and he revived. Elijah took the child, brought him down from the 

upper chamber into the house, and gave him to his mother; then Elijah said, ‘See, 

your son is alive.’ So the woman said to Elijah, ‘Now I know that you are a man of 

God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth.’ 

 

Psalm 37:25 

I have been young, and now am old, 

   yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken 

   or their children begging bread.  

 

Psalm 44:17-23 

All this has come upon us, 

   yet we have not forgotten you, 

   or been false to your covenant.  

Our heart has not turned back, 

   nor have our steps departed from your way,  

yet you have broken us in the haunt of jackals, 

   and covered us with deep darkness.  

If we had forgotten the name of our God, 

   or spread out our hands to a strange god,  

would not God discover this? 

   For he knows the secrets of the heart.  



Because of you we are being killed all day long, 

   and accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  

Rouse yourself! Why do you sleep, O Lord? 

   Awake, do not cast us off for ever! 

 

Psalm 88:3-5; 14-15; 18 

For my soul is full of troubles, 

   and my life draws near to Sheol.  

I am counted among those who go down to the Pit; 

   I am like those who have no help,  

like those forsaken among the dead, 

   like the slain that lie in the grave, 

like those whom you remember no more, 

   for they are cut off from your hand.  

O Lord, why do you cast me off? 

   Why do you hide your face from me?  

Wretched and close to death from my youth up, 

   I suffer your terrors; I am desperate.  

You have caused friend and neighbor to shun me; 

   my companions are in darkness. 

 

 

Job (optional) 

 

Job 9:33 

There is no umpire between us, 

   who might lay his hand on us both. 

 

Job 14:14-24 

If mortals die, will they live again? 

   All the days of my service I would wait 

   until my release should come.  

You would call, and I would answer you; 

   you would long for the work of your hands.  

For then you would not number my steps, 

   you would not keep watch over my sin;  

my transgression would be sealed up in a bag, 

   and you would cover over my iniquity.  

 

‘But the mountain falls and crumbles away, 



   and the rock is removed from its place;  

the waters wear away the stones; 

   the torrents wash away the soil of the earth; 

   so you destroy the hope of mortals.  

You prevail for ever against them, and they pass away; 

   you change their countenance, and send them away.  

Their children come to honor, and they do not know it; 

   they are brought low, and it goes unnoticed.  

They feel only the pain of their own bodies, 

   and mourn only for themselves.’ 

 

Job 42:8 

Now therefore take seven bulls and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, and 

offer up for yourselves a burnt-offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you, for 

I will accept his prayer not to deal with you according to your folly; for you have 

not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has done.’ 

 

Deuteronomy chapters 27—32 (optional) 

 

Isaiah chapters 40—55 (optional) 

 

  



 


