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ORDINARY RESPONSES FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

* = All may stand   [ ] = May be omitted 

 

 

ENTRANCE 
 

GATHERING 
 

Thank you for your use of non-contact greetings (that is, refraining from shaking hands or hugging). 

Please be vigilant to maintain proper distancing throughout our shared worship. Persons living 

under the same roof may sit together; please establish a 6-foot distance from other worshippers. 

Thank you for your understanding if you cannot occupy your customary spot.   

You are strongly encouraged to wear a mask, and to sing and speak responses softly. 

 

PRELUDE 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you.   

And also with you. 

The risen Christ is with us.   

Praise the Lord! 

 

[HYMN *] 
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INVITATION, CONFESSION, AND PARDON * 
 

. . . Let us therefore, confess our sin before God and one another. 

Merciful God; 

We confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have failed to be an obedient Church. 

We have disregarded your Word and Sacraments. 

We have not done your will. 

We have broken your law. 

We have rebelled against your love. 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves, 

and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 

Forgive us, we pray. 

Free us for joyful obedience through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

. . . In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God!  Amen. 

 

[GLORY BE TO THE FATHER *] 
 

THE PEACE * 
 

The peace of Christ be with you.   

And also with you. 

 

[MUSIC] 
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed, 

we may hear with joy what you say to us today.  Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON 
 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON 
 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

[HYMN *] 

 

GOSPEL LESSON * 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH * [OR OTHER RESPONSE] 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven,  

 is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 
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[CALL TO PRAYER *] 

 

CONCERNS AND PRAYERS 

 

OFFERING 
 

The offering will be received by procession.   
 

There are many ways to give: 
 

 You may mail your offerings to PO Box 712, McComb 39649 
 

 You may bring your donation by the Church Office  
 

 You may donate by automatic draft  

(Kathy can help you set this up, call 601-684-6698) 
 

 You may donate electronically  

using your smartphone camera to scan our QR code, or 

by going to our giving page (app.clovergive.com/app/giving/centenary). 

Electronic givers can charge their donation to a debit or credit card. 
 

To give flowers to the glory of God and in memory or honor of your loved ones,  

 contact Connie (662-248-1756 or Connie@centenary-umc.net)  

 or reserve your date on the calendar in the Church office. 

 

THANKSGIVING [AND COMMUNION] 
 

[DOXOLOGY *] 

 

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING * [GREAT THANKSGIVING] 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. . . . 
 

. . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn . . . 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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. . . as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

. . . all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Amen.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER * 
 

With the words Christ gave us, let us pray. 

Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

[BREAKING THE BREAD] 
 

[GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP] 
 

United Methodists affirm the real presence of Christ in the consecrated elements of bread and 

wine.  Receiving communion under both kinds follows Christ’s institution and enables the faithful 

to appreciate vividly the fullness of the sign.  However, receiving communion under one kind is 

in no way deficient since each element conveys the real presence of Christ and therefore all the 

blessings, power, and forgiveness that the divine presence provides.  During our current pastoral 

conditions holy communion will be received through the bread only at the rail; rest assured that 

in receiving the bread you are partaking in the fullness of the sacrament and receiving by faith all 

the grace it surely provides.  (Because “the cup of the Lord shall not be denied to the lay people,” 

those desiring so to receive the wine, please indicate such to the pastor.) 
 

Christ’s invitation to his table includes “all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sins, and 

seek to live in peace with one another.”  Baptized Christians and all who can respond to the 

invitation are welcome to receive.  If you are not yet baptized or not ready to respond to the 

invitation, we invite you to come to the chancel rail with your hands folded across your chest to 

receive a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion will be received standing at the rail.  Please DO NOT form a line in the aisle 

and remember to remain properly distanced.  Front rows will receive first.  When instructed, or 

when you see a space open, proceed to the rail and extend an open hand toward the person who 

is serving, you may hold your left hand under your right hand in the form of a cross if you wish.  

The server will convey the bread into your hands (without touching) and offer words such as “The 
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body of Christ, given for you.”  You may receive in silence, or you may respond with words such 

as “Thanks be to God” or “Amen.”   
 

Some find it meaningful to “cross themselves” either before or after receiving.  The usual pattern 

for crossing oneself in Western Christianity is to use the right hand, begin at the forehead, move 

down to the belly, up to the left shoulder, then across to the right shoulder. 
 

After you have received return to your seat via the outer aisle.  As other’s feast upon the 

sacrament, you are invited to spend time in prayer and reflection on Christ’s presence now in 

you. 

 

[PRAYER] 
 

Let us pray. 

We thank you, holy God, for giving us this meal, shared in the Spirit, 

which sustains us with the food and drink of your life. 

Grace our lives that we may at last come to share 

in the heavenly banquet of your kingdom, through Jesus Christ Our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING FORTH 
 

[HYMN *] 

 

[ANNOUNCEMENTS] 

 

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

 

GOING FORTH 
 

Please remain in the attitude of prayer as we depart sequentially.   

Congregants are asked to remain distanced as they leave and remember to refrain from touching. 

The back rows will exit first, followed by the next row, the next, and so on.   

Please pay attention as to when it is your turn; and take your liturgical guide with you. 

The pastor and worship leaders will remain on the bema, exiting last. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

z   s   , 
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Church liturgies often seem odd to those outside the Church.  Even Christians not used 

to “liturgical” services, sometimes find them scripted and repetitive.  And when 

they’re just getting the hang of it, we seasonally change its wording and musical 

arrangements. 
 

This brief guide addresses some common questions about worship and lists the 

ordinary responses we will be using until Lent.  It will be the primary worship aid for 

our In Person and Online services. 
 

Liturgical Basics  
 

Above all, the church’s worship must be biblical.  In scripture, the living triune God 

tells us how to approach him.  We’re in his court, and he sets the etiquette. We dare 

not make up our own rules.  
 

Worship is dialogical.  Many of the Psalms are written in a conversational pattern, 

with their two-line verses.  In worship, God speaks to us (call to worship, call to 

confession, scripture readings, sermon) so that we can speak back to him (song, 

confession, prayer, thanksgiving). Liturgy is the work of the whole congregation, so 

all should be active in the dialogue.  
 

Worship is formative.  Through the Word (which includes song) and Sacraments, the 

Spirit shapes individuals and churches into the form of Christ.  This is why worship is 

repetitive, like a drill: It trains us to keep in step with the Spirit.  
 

Worship is musical.  When the Spirit fills the church, we sing Psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs.  Lovers sing to each other, and the liturgy is musical because it’s a 

love duet between Bridegroom and Bride.  
 

Worship has a particular order.  When Israel presented offerings, they brought 

purification offerings for cleansing, burnt offerings to ascend, and peace offerings for 

a covenant meal.  Christian worship follows the same order: After we’re cleansed by 

confession, we ascend in song to heaven to hear the Lord’s Word and join his 

Eucharistic feast.  (Elements of the Eucharistic liturgy such as the Sursum corda, “Lift 

up your hearts” call attention to our “ascension.”) 
 

Worship includes Word and Table.  The service of the Word (scripture reading and 

preaching) correlates with synagogue worship, while the service of the Table (Holy 

Communion) correlates with temple worship.  Preaching is an important part of 

worship, but it is a part.  Remembering the sacrifice of Jesus (who is called “the 

Word”) is our best response to hearing the Word.  
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Questions  
 

Why does the leader wear a robe?  

Israel’s priests wore distinctive clothing as a mark of their office. Christian ministers 

should do the same. In heaven we will all wear white robes.  
 

Why is worship so loud? 

Army commanders and their troops shout in ritual dialogue.  The liturgy is an action 

of the church militant, so we should worship with vigor.  
 

Why do we bow our heads and sometimes kneel? 

Worship involves the body, not just the soul.  Lowering the body expresses humility 

and repentance.  
 

Why do we pray the same words over and over?  

Jesus warns about “vain repetition,” but repetition need not be empty.  Meaningful 

repetition impresses prayers on our hearts, and shapes us to be a prayerful people. 
 

Why do we greet one another with a sign of peace?  

Because Paul commands it, more often than he commands anything else.  
 

Why do we sing the Psalms?  

The Psalms are the Bible’s hymnbook and the church’s first songbook.  They give 

words to express every experience of life and teach us to pray as God wants us to pray.  
 

Why do we sing so many old hymns?  

The songs we sing shape the way we think and feel about God.  The church’s rich 

tradition gives us many texts that celebrate the mighty acts of God and teach us the 

biblical theology of the Church.  New music should emerge from this tradition. 
 

Why do we say a creed?  

A creed is a summary of scripture and an oath of faithfulness to the Triune God.  The 

creed is our “Amen” to the scripture readings and sermon. 
 

Why do we celebrate Holy Communion? 

Christian worship is a festive celebration.  The Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion or 

the Eucharist) is the feast of the church; the way Jesus ordained for us to remember his 

life, death, and resurrection; and the chief means by which we receive grace for the 

forgiveness of sins, and power to live as the children of God. 
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