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DAILY DEVOTIONS

Look to the LORD and his strength;
  Seek his face always.
    1 Chronicles 16:11



October 1, 2018 
Contributed by George Murray

Scripture: Joshua 9:14 - So the men of Israel...did not ask for the counsel of 
the Lord. 

Question: Whose counsel do I seek in life?

Application: This is one of the saddest verses in the Bible.  In this Bible 
passage, the Israelites, people who (like us) claim to be following the Lord, 
think they are smart enough to figure out something on their own, and, as a 
result, are completely fooled by the Gibeonites (read the whole story in Joshua 
9:3-27).
As we have launched our BPC Capital Campaign for our first real building, 
it would be easy for our BPC elders to figure everything out on their own 
(type of building, architect, funding strategy) and not seek the counsel of the 
Lord. It would be easy for us as members of the congregation to figure out 
what we can give financially to the campaign (by talking with our spouse, or a 
friend, or a financial counselor) and not seek the counsel of the Lord. And, as 
leaders and followers, we could “successfully” design, build and pay for a new 
building all on our own, without seeking the Lord. And in so doing, we could 
completely fool ourselves into thinking our “success” was of the Lord. No, let’s 
first and foremost seek the Lord and His counsel as our first priority. 

Prayer: Lord God, help us, as BPC leaders and followers, to, first and 
foremost, seek Your counsel as we launch our Capital Campaign, trusting You 
for Your wisdom, timing and provision. We pray this through Christ, Amen.



October 2, 2018
Contributed by David Poole

Scripture: Mathew 24:42 - Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on 
what day Your Lord is coming!”
 Additional Scripture: Leviticus 23:24,27,34 and John 7:1-9

Application: This time of year is always refreshing in SC. We are at the 
transition from what is normally a long sweltering summer and everyone 
needs a break from the heat. Then comes that first day where there is a little 
hint of Fall in the air. It is so refreshing and you can’t but think about football 
season, walking in the woods when all the leaves are in their full glorious 
array of color...and of course raking leaves... (we we’ll forget about that last 
part for now)!  Even Charlie Brown gets the significance of pumpkin season!
Our Heavenly Father has blessed us who live in the temperate zone (90% of 
the world) with the changes in the seasons to keep us refreshed. And also, 
because he knows our hearts that quickly complain about redundancy in 
anything much less the weather.
In biblical times this was the season for the last 3 of the 7 major feasts of 
Israel. The feast of trumpets signifying the beginning of the end, the feast of 
atonement for us to be solemn (the other 6 feasts are to celebrate with great 
joy) and think of the great sacrifice for our sins, and the feast of booths (or the 
in-gathering) to give us a glimpse of coming into God’s eternal rest!
The point of the feasts is to reflect, to take time to remember, and then 
celebrate God’s timing and great plan for all of His children. Don’t rush into 
it or through trying to get the thanksgiving dinner just right, but instead slow 
down and enjoy the season, and ponder what the Lord has done for you, your 
family, his church, his people.
Two weeks ago, was Rosh Hashanah (trumpets), and these feasts are upon us; 
the time is now! Slow down! Be thankful!

Prayer: Heavenly Father, please give us a desire to slow down and enjoy your 
presence and your good gifts. Holy Spirit, work in us a spirit of gratitude and 
great joy. Jesus, we love you and offer our prayers in your name. Amen.



October 3, 2018
Contributed by Ashley Wright

Scripture: Hebrews 13:8 - Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever.

Question: Do you believe that the God who created the very foundations of 
the earth is the same in His care for you?

Application: I recently read a sermon by Spurgeon that was so encouraging, 
because, Hello! Spurgeon! He said that Jesus Christ is the same in His 
resources, in His grace, and in His relationship with the church as He was 
before the foundation of the world. What a thought! He is the same God who 
closed the mouths of lions, who provided manna from heaven to sustain 
His beloved. The same God who knew the cosmos before a single star took 
up residence in the sky. The same God who sent Jesus to the cross to make 
us HIS very own. Thanks be to God that Jesus Christ is the same in His 
faithfulness, power, wisdom, and loving kindness towards US (what?!) today 
and forever. 

Prayer: Father, we are humbled. By your Holy Spirit, we believe your promise 
of faithfulness to us because you tell us time and time again in your Word that 
we are eternally yours and that you love us with an everlasting love. Where we 
doubt your provision, give us faith. We look to you to show us your might and 
glory in all things. Amen



October 4, 2018
Contributed by Brad Owens

Scripture: Psalm 27:4 - One thing have I asked of the LORD, this only will I 
seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to 
gaze upon the beauty of the LORD, and to meditate in His temple.

Questions: Do my affections and lifestyle reflect this singular, supreme 
delight in God’s beauty that this verse speaks of? How can I cultivate a deeper 
delight in God?

Application: Our ultimate purpose is to know, love, and enjoy God forever, 
both in this life and for all eternity. Because of the sin that remains in our 
hearts, this doesn’t come easily to us. It takes work to pursue a deeper delight 
in God, but God has graciously given us the spiritual resources we need: His 
Word and the sacraments, prayer, and the church. We must lay hold of these 
incredible gifts from God. God will be faithful to meet us and transform us 
through these gifts.

Prayer: Father, thank you for planting a desire to know and love you in our 
hearts. Our hearts were dead in sin, but you made us alive by your Spirit’s life-
giving grace. We pray that you, Holy Spirit, would continue your mighty work 
in our hearts as you rid our hearts of remaining sin and deepen our affections 
for the three-in-one God revealed in Scripture as the supreme treasure of our 
hearts.



October 5, 2018
Contributed by Rhett Sanders

Scripture: Psalm 85:12 - Yes, the Lord pours down his blessings. Our land 
will yield its bountiful harvest.

Questions: Am I aware of the Lord’s blessings? Do I believe the Lord will 
produce a bountiful harvest?

Application: We have so much to be thankful for. The Lord has richly 
blessed us in many ways. Too often we are consumed with the brokenness 
and frustrations of this world. But God is faithful and we should be grateful 
for His unfailing love. And we must take steps of faith in response to His 
prompting; knowing that He will complete what He has begun.

Prayer: Our loving and faithful Heavenly Father. We are amazed by your 
grace and mercy. Thank you for sending Your Son to live the life we are not 
able to, pay the debt that we owe, and raise to life – giving us hope and a 
future. As we receive and rest on Christ alone for our Salvation, may we also 
be emboldened to live in and through Him. And may we be mindful of what 
You want us to do for Your Church. Amen



October 8, 2018
Contributed by Erin Horn

Scripture: John 17:20-21 - I pray also for them who will believe in me 
through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, as You are in me 
and I am in You. May they also be in Us so that the world may believe that 
You have sent Me.

Question: What does unity and oneness look like for BPC?

Application: Pray for the unity of the church. Pray that there would be no 
room for the enemy to bring division at BPC. Pray that no weapons formed 
by Satan will prosper: Bind up criticism, fear, negativity, discouragement, 
distraction, apathy, mistakes, pride, disunity…Loose brotherly love, unity and 
humility. 

Prayer: Abba, thank You that Your heart is for us to be one with You. We 
long for that unity with You. We want to be united with Your heart for our 
church and in bringing the lost in our community into Your kingdom. So 
as this building campaign is happening we choose to walk in brotherly love, 
unity and humility. We loose unity within our church family. And we bind 
the schemes of the enemy – criticism, fear, negativity, discouragement, 
distraction, apathy and pride. We choose to commit together to unity in this 
process. Amen



October 9, 2018
Contributed by Virginia Sanders

Scripture: Hebrews 11: 1, 6 - Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen... But without faith it is impossible to please 
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is the 
rewarder of them who diligently seek Him. 

Question: What is an essential thing each one of us must have to please God 
and to receive His reward of answered prayer? 

Application: As we pray for our BPC church building to become a reality, 
we must believe that God will use us and will do it for His Glory, for His 
purposes in building up believers and reaching the lost. We hope for a church 
building on our property, a building not yet seen. We pray individually and 
together. We seek God diligently, asking the Lord to answer our prayers, to 
make this happen. We ask Him to move on our hearts to give to Him the 
funds to build the building. 
To encourage our faith, look what He has already done for us: He has given 
us a congregation; He has multiplied us with many babies, future generations 
to train for Him; He has given us a property that is paid for. He has met 
our budget; He has given us “the good works to walk in” prepared for us 
in Blythewood; He has provided us with pastors, elders, deacons, a gifted, 
committed Body of Christ. He is bringing new neighborhoods near our 
property to reach. He has shown us a need for our church building.
Now the Lord asks us, “Do you believe that I can and will do this? Do you 
believe that I exist and that I reward those who diligently seek Me? Do you 
believe what I said: “If any two of you agree on earth concerning anything that 
they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in Heaven.” (Matthew 18:19)

Prayer: Lord, we have no reason to doubt You. You have told us: “He who did 
not spare His own Son but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with 
Him also freely give us all things.” (Romans 8:32) We praise You that we can 
believe your promises, knowing that all things are possible with You. Amen



October 10, 2018
Contributed by Roy Williamson

Scripture: Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and he will direct your 
paths.

Question: Is the Lord trustworthy?

Application: This is a life verse for me. Growing up, this verse was written on a tile 
which my mother had positioned in the kitchen next to the fridge. You can imagine 
every time I visited the refrigerator growing up, there was the verse. As I grew older, 
the verse has become more and more meaningful. 

Living and managing this side of heaven is not always easy, and many times when I 
have difficulty, I meditate on this verse. In the context of Building for the Harvest, I 
had been part of one capital campaign in the past. After prayerful consideration, we 
decided to pledge an amount that was for us, a stretch, but doable, since my pledge 
was based on some additional income that I was able to earn on weekends. About a 
quarter of the way through the campaign, the source of the additional income was 
taken away, and I had no idea how I was going to follow through on my pledge. I 
even inquired from other men in my disciple group if they thought it was OK to 
break my pledge given that it was made based on this additional source of income. 

As it happens so many times in my life, the Lord reminds me of this verse. When 
circumstances get difficult, and I feel I have no power or ability to handle it, 
the Lord reminds me to trust him with all my heart, and lean not on my own 
understanding. I try in all my ways to acknowledge him, and he does direct my 
paths. 

So, the rest of the story is this, we decided to trust him with this situation, and the 
Lord provided. The Lord directed some random person to send us some money 
in the mail anonymously, that allowed us to fulfill our pledge. The Lord did it that 
time, and he has done it before and since in so many ways. God is faithful! 

My encouragement to you is that in all your ways, acknowledge him, and he WILL 
direct your paths!

Prayer: Father, thank you for being faithful to your word and for being trustworthy. 
Help us not get bogged down in our human understanding of this broken world. 
Help us to acknowledge you in all our ways, and thank you for directing our paths. 
Amen



October 11, 2018
Contributed by: Christy Greer

Scripture: Psalm 85:5-7 - Blessed are those whose strength is in you, in 
whose heart are the highways to Zion. As they go through the Valley of Baca 
they make it a place of springs; the early rain also covers it with pools. They 
go from strength to strength.

Questions: Where is your strength found today? Who or what are you 
looking to to carry you through today, this week, this next year? 

Application: The “Valley of Baca” is thought by most to have been a barren 
and difficult area that was traveled through on the way to Jerusalem; it 
is also sometimes translated as “the valley of weeping” and is thought to 
reflect difficult parts of our journey through life. We all hit these valleys, but 
where we find our strength makes all the difference. As we look to God for 
our strength, he is able to make even the desert we pass through a place of 
springs—we look to him and he provides rain for us. Matthew Henry writes, 
“Those are truly happy, who go forth, and go on…in the strength of the grace 
of Jesus Christ, from whom all our sufficiency is. The pilgrims to the heavenly 
city may have to pass through many a valley of weeping, and many a thirsty 
desert; but wells of salvation shall be opened for them, and consolations sent 
for their support. Those that press forward in their Christian course shall find 
God add grace to their graces.” Individually and as a church, let us each look 
to the Lord for the strength he provides, and journey on in faith from one 
provision of strength to the next. 

Prayer: Lord, it is far too easy to look at ourselves, those around us, or what 
we have and therein find our strength. Instead, help us to look to you and you 
alone for our strength. Help us to carry on and press forward in faith with the 
strength that you provide afresh day by day. As we look to you, please send us 
your rain that waters our souls and revives our spirits. Turn our deserts into 
places of springs that are filled with your living water. Amen



October 12, 2018
Contributed by Rhett Sanders, Sr.

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:7 - So let each one give as he purposes in his 
heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.

Question: Would you like to be a “CHEERFUL GIVER”?

Application: When God’s people where giving to build the Tabernacle, they 
gave so “cheerfully” that here is what happened… 
Ex 35:21- God’s People brought the LORD’s offering for the work of the 
tabernacle of meeting, for all its service, and for the holy garments… 
Ex 36:6-7 - So Moses gave a commandment, and they caused it to be 
proclaimed throughout the camp, saying, “Let neither man nor woman 
do any more work for the offering of the sanctuary.” And the people were 
restrained from bringing more, for the material they had was sufficient for all 
the work to be done — indeed too much.
Would not it be wonderful if by God’s Grace we became “CHEERFUL 
GIVERS” for our new building?

Prayer: Lord, by your grace and power, make us such cheerful givers that our 
leaders have to stop us because we are giving too much! Amen



October 15, 2018
Contributed by Christopher Stevanus

Scripture:  John 15:1-5 - I am the true vine and my Father is the gardener. 
He takes away every branch that does not bear fruit in me. He prunes every 
branch that bears fruit so that it will bear more fruit. You are clean already 
because of the word that I have spoken to you. Remain in me, and I will 
remain in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it remains 
in the vine, so neither can you unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are 
the branches. The one who remains in me—and I in him—bears much fruit, 
because apart from me you can accomplish nothing.

Question:  What vine do you choose to grow your branch from?

Application:  When we abide in His word, and in His presence, God is 
faithful to prune us so that we may “bear more fruit.” How easy is it though to 
put our time, effort, strengths, and energy into other vines? Distractions are 
not hard to come by. The analogy of being pruned reflects a process of growth 
that may seem painful in the short run, but is not void of long-term impacts. 
Choosing to be self-reliant (“apart from me”) is the assurance of a fruitless 
life. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, help me learn what it means to put my trust in you alone 
and not my own strength. (Pr. 3:5). Give me the wisdom and strength I need 
to seek your will for today and not worry about tomorrow (Matt. 6:34). Teach 
me to abide in your presence and commands. Prune me to bear more fruit for 
Your kingdom. Help me to set aside prideful ways that lead to destruction and 
help me remain in your vineyard alone.



October 16, 2018
Contributed by Rhett Sanders

Scripture: Zechariah 8:6 - This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: “All 
this may seem impossible to you now, a small remnant of God’s people. But is 
it impossible for me?” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.

Questions: Am I feeling overwhelmed by this project? Am I looking around 
me wondering how are “we” going do this?

Application: God has shown Himself faithful throughout the history of the 
world as well as our own church’s history. Just think of Gideon. God reduced 
his army from 32,000 to just 300. Surely Gideon was concerned. But he 
should not have been because the Lord of Heaven’s Armies was on his side. A 
million plus dollar project IS too big for us, but it is NOT too big for the Lord 
of Hosts.

Prayer: Oh Lord of Hosts, we seem so small – we feel inadequate to this task. 
But we know that You are capable and will accomplish Your purposes. May 
you enable us to trust You and keep our eyes on You. Have Your way in our 
hearts and help us to walk in Your ways. For Thine is the Kingdom and the 
Power and the Glory forever and ever, Amen.



October 17, 2018
Contributed by Ashley Powell

Scripture: Psalm 25:4-5 - Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me 
your paths. Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my 
salvation; for you I wait all day long.

Question: How are you asking God to teach and lead you in your life and in 
the life of our church? 

Application: Every night as I tuck my kids in bed, all three of them ask the 
same question: “What’s the plan for tomorrow?” Don’t we all what to know 
the plan? And wouldn’t we all like to know God’s plan for our church? In 
these verses, the Psalmist reminds us TO ASK God for the revelation of His 
ways, His path, and His truth. Only He knows the plans he has for us. But 
in order to ask, it takes humility to admit that you don’t know something. 
Our natural tendency is to seek our own way and our own path and our own 
truth, which leads to destruction. May we, as a body of believers, humbly seek 
the Lord for his direction and guidance, and may we be patient in the process.    

Prayer: Heavenly Father, make us to know your ways. Teach us your paths.  
Lead us in truth. We pray against being led by selfishness or pride or lies or 
fear. We pray against our hearts being stubborn to your leading. We yield to 
you, the God of our salvation! In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.



October 18, 2018
Contributed by Scott Nelson 

Scripture: Joshua 1:9 - Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God 
will be with you wherever you go. 

Question: Do you avoid doing something that seems like a good idea because 
you are nervous or afraid? 

Application: Moses was gone and Joshua was now in charge of leading the 
Israelites into the promised land after years of wandering in the desert. It was 
God who promised the land to them but they still had to cross the Jordan to 
take it. God was speaking to Joshua to calm his fears and encourage him that 
the Lord is taking each step with him and the Israelites. In fact, he had already 
paved the way for them and is telling them to trust Him and go. Just like the 
Israelites who were afraid to leave Egypt (even though they were slaves there) 
and go to a new land, it’s hard for us to take a step of faith when we don’t 
know what’s on the other side. But we must trust that God has bigger and 
better plans for us when we are obedient and trust him with our next steps. 

Prayer: Father, we thank you that you are with us wherever we go and 
there is no place that we will be out of your sight. Help us to be strong and 
courageous, and know that wherever we go, you go with us as well. Amen



October 19, 2018
Contributed by April Jones 

Scripture: Isaiah 45:19 - I publicly proclaim bold promises, I do not whisper obscurities 
in some dark corner. I would not have told the people of Israel to seek me if I could not 
be found. I, the LORD, speak only what is true and declare only what is right.

Questions: Certainly, all of us find ourselves in these times. How do we think about 
God in the heaviness of hardship or heartache? Do we question his character and 
plans? Do we find ourselves frustrated, unsure, or trepidatious as we come to his 
throne? Well, he answers our waffling and whining.  

Application: As I write this now, I feel a lot like my 6-year-old daughter, who is lying 
on the bed next to me, writhing around in pain from a stomach virus. She is longing 
for some relief. That is exactly how I feel. I long to rid myself of some of the burdens in 
my life.  Burdens like my friend’s mom who needs surgey, sick kids, a family business 
that seems to always be in crisis, and unpaid medical bills. I feel the weight of a friend’s 
rocky marriage, my daughter’s precarious schooling situation, and the ever-present 
heaviness of the surrounding poverty and suffering.

And Oh snap. What a relief to hear the Lord’s strong, certain voice above all the chaos 
and noise in our lives. He tells us to call on him in these overwhelming moments 
because HE WANTS TO BE FOUND. When He promises us things, they are not 
spoken meaninglessly into the air! They are boldly spoken to us and meant to be clung 
to by us and honored by him.  

I WILL BE YOUR GOD THROUGHOUT YOUR LIFETIME until your hair is white 
with age.  I MADE YOU AND I WILL CARE FOR YOU.  I WILL CARRY YOU 
ALONG AND SAVE YOU. (Isaiah 46:4)

So maybe we don’t understand the path we are on and why it is so challenging or 
painful.  Maybe we can’t comprehend why he is not relieving some of the suffering 
around us. But we can cling with great certainly to who He is.  He is the Lord and there 
is no other. And we can stand confidently on all the promises he makes to us, especially 
the one that we will always find him when we search for him. 

Prayer: Oh Father, we are thankful. So thankful that who you are is true and right 
and we can put our trust in you. Thank you that “you have cared for us since we were 
born, since before we were born.” Isaiah 46:3. Thank you for all the ways we see your 
faithfulness to us in our life. “We praise you, God our Savior, for each day you carry 
us in your arms. You are a God who saves.”  Psalm 68:19. Please take our burdens for 
we cannot bear them alone. We ask you to help us, to carry us until we enter your 
promised land. In the name of your greatest fulfilled promise, Jesus Christ. Amen



October 22, 2018
Contributed by Annette Murray 

Scripture: John 15:5 - without me you can do nothing. 

Question: How does my life demonstrate my dependence on the Lord? 

Application: : I’m the kind of person who likes to drive with my bright lights 
on. I want to see as far down the road as I can possibly see and as far to the 
left and right as well. 
This isn’t necessarily a bad thing but when that attitude carries over into 
other areas of my life it can become a problem. Call it what you like – 
perfectionism, over conscientiousness or obsession, it can be a symptom of a 
deeper issue called self-reliance. Or a desire to be self-sufficient. 
How many times has God had to bring to my attention that I was depending 
on myself not aware that without Him I can do nothing.

Prayer: Lord I surrender my wrong thinking that I can handle life on my own 
when in reality I cannot. As a church may we collectively acknowledge our 
dependence on you. Thank you that you are able. Amen



October 23, 2018
Contributed by Ann Sanders 

Scripture: Haggai 1:14 - So the Lord sparked the enthusiasm of Zerubbabel 
son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the enthusiasm of Jeshua son of 
Jehozadak the high priest and the enthusiasm of the whole remnant of God’s 
people. They began to work on the house of their God, the Lord of Heaven’s 
Armies. 

Questions: Do you ever feel like a remnant? Does Building for the Harvest 
seem too BIG for us? 

Application: When the Isrealites were returning to Jerusalem after a long 
time of captivity they had a BIG job on their hands. The temple was in 
ruins. They were a small number, a fraction of what they had been. Their 
resources were limited. And then God showed up in a BIG way. He sparked 
their enthusiasm. He encouraged them. In verse 13 of this same chapter, He 
reminds them that He is with them. 

Prayer: Father, please remind us that You are with us. That your Spirit resides 
in us. Please spark our enthusiasm for Building for the Harvest. Help us to set 
our hearts and mind to the great task at hand. May you make Your body at 
Blythewood Presbyterian both a symbol and a source of your blessing. May 
Your name be made much of at 441 Rimer Pond Road. May many come to 
know you as a result of the groundwork that is being laid. Amen



October 24, 2018
Contributed by Brooks Goodman 

Scripture: 2 Chronicles 20:12 - …For we have no power to face this vast 
army that is attacking us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon 
You. 

Question: Where do our eyes go in challenging times or when we don’t know 
what to do? 

Application: Many times, when we are faced with a seemingly impossible 
task or situation, we focus on our circumstances and become discouraged or 
we immediately begin to use our own abilities to develop a strategy.  There’s a 
country song that says “Jesus take the wheel, take it from my hands, ‘cause I 
can’t do this on my own…”  2 Chronicles 20 teaches us that Jesus always had 
the wheel.  Recognizing that we don’t know what to do or that we can’t do 
it on our own should drive us first to prayer and to a reliance on God alone.  
The Lord then reminds us to “not be afraid or discouraged, for the battle is 
not yours, but Gods” (Vs 15).  Then we are able to “take up your positions; 
stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord will give you” (vs 17).  This allows 
us to face any challenge with an attitude of praise, leading us to “give thanks 
to the Lord, for His love endures forever” (vs 21) even before God does His 
work to win the victory.  We should take great comfort and encouragement in 
the truth that God is always and completely in control and that we can trust 
Him to love us through all circumstances.  Jesus has the wheel and knows 
where He is going! 

Prayer: Lord we praise you as the God in heaven who is always in control and 
who always knows what to do.  We confess that too often we rely on ourselves 
and in our pride we do not seek you first.  We thank You that You do not leave 
us to face our enemies or the challenges of life on our own, but You go before 
us and are always with us.  We are amazed at your love for us that endures 
forever. Help us to always keep our eyes on You, and to trust You as we step 
out in obedience in Your power.  Then we will give You the glory and the 
honor. In the precious and powerful name of Jesus. Amen



October 25, 2018
Contributed by Janelle Morrison

Scripture: Lamentations 3:57-58 - You came near when I called on you; you 
said, “Do not fear!” You have taken up my cause, O Lord; you have redeemed 
my life.

Question: When the good reasons to fear threaten our trust - what “better 
reasons” do we have to trust the Redeemer who draws near to us?

Application: Church, let us take heart. This powerful, Almighty God who 
initiates and acts- the source of all wisdom, power, goodness, grace, justice...
has demonstrated on the cross how He will not spare anything- even His own 
Son- to be near to us. To come when we call. Even the groans we’re not able 
to utter, He hears. He knows the sound of your innermost sighs. Intimately 
acquainted with them. And He draws near to you. Rushes in, and takes up 
your cause. Let our hearts marinate in this profound truth that brings deep, 
abiding hope.

Prayer: Lord, help. Breathe over our hearts with your peace that passes 
understanding. Root our hearts in the Gospel more deeply- that with 
vulnerable and raw honesty before you, we might cry out to You in humble 
desperation. That we would experience, time and again, the ways You come 
near to us in our needs- delighting to meet them and show Yourself as our 
Provider and Defender. Taking up our cause in ways far more reaching than 
what we even had in mind. Give us eternal eyes to see where you are working, 
that might not be evident to us initially on the surface. We want to be like 
You. Amen



October 26, 2018
Contributed by Leah Poole

Scriptures:
Matthew 6:21 - For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
Proverbs 4:23 - Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows 
from it.

Questions: What has your heart? Where have you placed your heart or given 
your heart to?

Application: The things that captivate our hearts lead us in those directions. 
Where our heart leads, our head will follow. I love to shop; never pass a good 
clearance rack up! I have to pray and purpose to not think about fashion and 
give those desires to the Lord. I want to spend my time and money on the 
things he desires first. I’m not saying shopping is bad. We all need clothes. 
But where is it in priority in my heart to the things of God. Am I putting 
Kingdom first or myself?
It might not be shopping for you, but I would encourage you to think about 
what fills your heart. Examine what makes your heart feel full, excited or 
encouraged

Prayer: Help me Lord to have an undivided heart. Show me where I’m not 
putting you first. Search me and show me where I need to release or change.
May my heart be tender to the things that your heart is tender towards. Thank 
you for the heart that you have given us. May we use it to honor and glorify 
you. Amen



October 29, 2018
Contributed by Brad Owens

Scripture: Luke 5:16 - But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.

Questions: Have you developed the habit of withdrawing to be alone with 
God? How could you continue to develop this necessary spiritual habit in 
your own life?

Application: Luke 5:16 says that Jesus “often withdrew to lonely places and 
prayed.” This was no rare occurrence in Jesus’s life. He didn’t only withdraw 
for times of prayer when things were hard. Jesus’s life was marked by prayerful 
dependence on God. Jesus, as our perfect example, shows us the life of prayer 
and devotion to God that our lives should be patterned after. As you read the 
Gospels, pay attention to this specific aspect of Jesus’s life: he was a man who 
daily delighted in his Father by means of prayer.

Prayer: Father in heaven, thank you for giving me access to you through 
the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. I do not deserve to approach you 
because of my sin, but in Christ my sins have been put away once and for 
all. Lord Jesus, thank you for taking my place, dying the death that I alone 
deserve to die, and thank you for giving me the righteousness that I lack 
but must have to be with God. Holy Spirit, thank you for taking the work of 
Christ and applying it to my heart. Empower me for a life of reliance upon 
your grace and make me a person whose life is marked by consistent, faithful 
prayer. Amen



October 30, 2018
Contributed by Heather Kelly

Scriptures:
Exodus 25:1-2 - The Lord said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites to bring me an 
offering. You are to receive the offering for me form each man whose heart 
prompts him to give.”
Exodus 35: 6b-7 - And so the people were restrained from bringing more, 
because what they already had was more than enough to do all the work.

Question: What is the Holy Spirit prompting your heart to give, knowing all 
the resources required to build have already been given to us?

Application: When the Israelites left Egypt, God made sure they did not 
leave empty handed, knowing one day He would call them to give toward the 
building of the tabernacle, His holy dwelling. The Egyptians showered the 
Israelites with gold, silver, bronze, fine materials and many other resources. 
His design was not for them to keep those things individually as they 
journeyed through the desert, but to collectively sacrifice and worship in 
order to build a place for Him to be with them. God then presented them 
with an opportunity to offer those resources back to Him. And the reaction? 
There was so much generosity Moses had to tell them to stop giving!

Prayer: Lord, may our hearts be prompted to give generously from the 
resources you have already given us. May we feel the blessing of worship and 
sacrifice through our giving so that one day we can collectively see our gifts 
come together for the building of your kingdom. Amen



October 31, 2018
Contributed by Curt Branham

Scripture: Psalms 37:4  - Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the 
desires of your heart.

Question: What does it mean to delight yourself in the Lord?

Application: :  I remember hearing this verse growing up in church. It was 
one of the first verses I memorized. I also remember asking myself, “Can it 
be that easy?”. With childlike faith, it seemed like such an easy concept. In 
getting older, I have come to realize how powerful our sinful nature can be. It 
will always try to bring us back to longing for the things of this world.  While 
I know the truth of this verse, I still find myself looking for comfort in wealth, 
material possessions, status, etc. I have to hold on to the truth that when 
we rejoice or “delight” in the eternal things of God, our desires will begin to 
parallel His. We then find ourselves living in the will of God and experiencing 
fulfillment that nothing on earth can compare to.

Prayer: Father, we thank you for your message to your children. Help us to 
understand what it means to delight ourselves in you and to feel assured in 
your power and presence when the desires of our heart are met. Bless our 
church as we move forward in steps of obedience to further your kingdom. 
Amen


