MARCH SWORD

Farewell
Change is inevitable. Change is a part of life. If we don’t change, we don’t grow. We change, adapt, and grow to the
glory of God.
An unsettled feeling is coming. During a vacancy you can pull back, or you can step up. You can be a part of the
unsettledness of part of the steadiness of the ship. Here is how you can be a part of the steadiness of the ship: 1)
Patience. Those who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. Isaiah 40:28-31. 2) Service. A vacancy is not
a time to pull back but to step up the glory of God. John 13:1-17. 3) Witness. Churches can grow during vacancies.
A vacancy is an even greater time for people to step up, build relationships, and continue to witness in the
community. 4) Feed yourselves. Sunday morning is not enough. You must feed yourself with the Word daily so
that your thoughts, words, and actions are filled with the strength that God provides. I am confident that if you
put these things into practice you will be fruitful, alert, and have a vacancy that is glorifying to God.
I will miss you. I will miss my intimate, Jesus loving community. I will miss the community that called me out of
seminary to be their pastor. I will miss my first church. I will miss walking through the doors on Tuesday. I will
miss preaching the Word to an attentive group on Sunday. I will miss the community that loved me and showed it
with their words, acts of service, and gifts. I will miss the community that raised my children. I will miss the
community where my son was born.
I am thankful for you. I am thankful for all my spiritual children: the people I had the honor of pointing to Jesus
Christ as Lord of their lives. I am thankful for the spiritual growth I witnessed in people of all ages. I am
thankful for so many positive relationships. I am thankful for how I saw you use your spiritual gifts and talents
to serve as the Lord entrusted to you. I am thankful for your love and response to me and the way that you treated
me. St. Paul, I love you. Thank you. I will see you again.

Pastor Andrew Farhat

School News

Event Dates

We are in enrollment season and I want to take this time
to thank everyone who supports the mission of our school
reaching out with the love of Jesus.
Soup Suppers:
Wednesday at 5:30pm,
March 7, 14 and 21

We started our open enrollment and I wanted to encourage
everyone to get a sign and post it on your property.

Lent Services:
Wednesdays at 6:30pm,
March 7, 14, 21
School Open House:
March 22nd from 10:00-11:00am
and 6:00-7:30pm

We are having our open house on March 22nd from 10-11
am and from 6:00-7:30 pm. If you know anyone
interested in this fun event, please invite them to come
meet our teachers and see our school.
Please pray for us during this enrollment season and God
bless all of you who support our school.

Palm Sunday March 25th
Holy Thursday Service:
Thursday, March 29, at 6:30pm
Good Friday Service:
Friday, March 30, at 6:30pm
Good Friday, March 30th:
No School and No Child Care, the
office will be closed

Pastor Andrew Farhat talks about his
Spring Break March 26-30
Easter Services:
April 1st, 8:30 and 10:30 – Check
with Sandi Koberstein regarding
the Egg Hunt

•Business Management Team - 3rd Wednesday | 12:00pm
•Elders - 2nd Thursday | 6:15pm
•School Ministry Team - 2nd Sunday | 9:00am
•LWML - 1st Thursday | 12:00pm

The nursery is in need of nursery staff. This is
a very important ministry as it provides a quiet
learning environment in our sanctuary. By
serving in the nursery you are providing others
with the word of God. Please sign up on the
church bulletin board or contact Kristen
Schartz for more information .
#541-580-2778

Principal Crane

Thank You!
Thank you to everyone who made our
Father/Daughter dance a success. The evening
was enjoyed by all!

Care Ministry
We have some changes this month in Care Ministry. First off, we need to lift Michele and Knut Torvik
and family in prayer as they mourn the loss of Michele's father.
Blessed are those that mourn, for they will be comforted. Matt.5:4
We have a number of members that have recently had surgery and are recovering at home. They include
Randy Bellior, Jerry Rorie, Danny Cossey and Becky O'Neill. All are doing well and would enjoy hearing
from you. We have others that are at home recovering they include: Alice Bellior, Amy Dixon, Lorna
Holcomb (Karen Skarlatos' mother), Ken Hand, Don Kitzmann and Ron Meyers. Bette Hand remains at
Brookdale, while Esther Johnson has moved with her family to Philomath. Margie Derr has gone to be
with our Lord and Savior.
Many for the following individuals we see weekly but they too would appreciate your prayers, notes and
phone calls. We need to remember Beverly Kiepert, Gene Kemp, Jan Mai, Janice Mattos, June Zehe, Libby
and Marv Mizell, Lorraine Russell, Mary Lou Carroll, Margaret Hinchman, Patty Sulffridge, Sara
Kingston, Sandra White and Susan Skeen.
As March begins let it start with us remembering others. Blessings to each of you as your reach out with
the love of Christ.
Lynn Mathweg

Thrivent
THRIVENT MEMBERS! Please check your account status to see if you have any
remaining "Choice Dollars" to direct to your favorite ministry. If you do not direct them
by March 2018, they will be lost. You can direct them to St. Paul Lutheran Church and
School in two ways. To the School, where those dollars assist families with Tuition
Assistance, or consider directing them to the Church, where they will be used to improve
access between Fremont property and Fellowship Hall. Our congregation is one of so
many worthy ministries to help in this way. Hope you are also taking advantage of all
the Action Team Dollars available to each of you. The Christmas Caroling event was
funded by Thrivent! Action Teams bring people together for service, fun, food and
fellowship. If you need assistance in directing your "Choice Dollars" or help applying for
an "Action Team Grant", please contact me for assistance. - Fran Mueller
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Stewardship
Our whole life is a performance: what maters most is what our Lord thinks about it.
We'll find out. The Bible clearly and often declares that Christ will return and will judge
the stewardship of our life. When that will be, only God knows. The account book of
our life must therefore always be ready for audit.
Frightening? It should not be. We cannot escape thoughts of regret that we could and
should have done better. But the very faith that motivates us to serve Christ in love is
the faith that brings us to Christ's judgment dressed in His own perfection. The evil in
our life Christ will have thrown behind His back. It will be gone forever. But the
service we rendered in our sharing, He will remember and commend. All the more
reason for trying harder while there is time!
We pray: Gracious Savior, bless our stewardship efforts and cover our failures with your
forgiving love. Amen
Together in Christ,
Jack Schulze

Fundraising Opportunity

To all St. Paul members! We have the opportunity to make $20,00 - $22,000 in 9 days of
volunteer help. This is for the National Retriever Club event to be held in the Roseburg
area October 20th - October 28th. Our first step is to see how many members are willing
to volunteer some time for this event. We need 40 - 45 people, and will be working in
assigned shifts. There is no physical labor required. As soon as we know how many are
able to help, we will have an informational meeting and demonstration on exactly what
we will be doing at this outdoor activity. Please RSVP to Don & Sherry Cooley at
541-672-3100, or email them at sherrycooley1946@gmail.com, or complete the form in
your member box, and return it to the Cooley's member box. Thank You!
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LWML
NEWS & NOTES
Goodbye February… “hello” March. Time is flying by as we observe the season of Lent and journey to the
cross with our Lord Jesus Christ. If you haven’t made a Wednesday evening Soup Supper, you’ll want to
plan on joining us this coming Wednesday. We have some fantastic cooks here at St. Paul and you are
really missing out on some scrumptious soups!
As usual there are a multitude of activities coming up in which LWML will be involved. To give you a
heads up now, mark your calendars for these events: March 25 is Palm Sunday and our annual Palm
Sunday Brunch will take place between our services; April 7 (Saturday) our Myrtlewood Zone “Spring
Fling” will be held at St. John’s in Sutherlin, all women of the congregation are invited to join us for a
inspiring day of Bible Study, fellowship, and good food; April 15 we will host a fundraising
Spaghetti/Alfredo/Ravioli dinner to help send the DeGroots & Meyers on their mission trip to India this
summer. A Freewill offering will be taken to help them on their way. You won’t want to miss any of these
events.
A blessed Lenten season to all. Barb Campbell for St. Paul LWML (Lutheran Women in Mission)

Scholarship Opportunity!
College Scholarship Opportunity! Are YOU interested in full time ministry? We are accepting
applications for college scholarships. Applicants must be a member of St. Paul Lutheran Church &
School intending to pursue a college level degree for the purpose of working full time in Lutheran
ministry. Along with the application include a transcript, 2 letters of recommendation, and a brief
resume by March 31, 2018. Applications are on the hallway bulletin board.

Stephen Ministry
Kenneth C. Haughk is a Lutheran Pastor, clinical psychologist, author, and founder of Stephen Ministry.
Rev. Haughk, Ph.D. has devoted his life to caring for others and equipping others to care. After his wife,
Joan, died of ovarian cancer his work took on deeper significance. In the book CANCER, Now What?, he
shares from the heart, drawing from his personal and professional experience and from the insights of
many others. We have given out this informative and insightful book to several people inside and out of
our congregation before and after tragedy has struck and it has and it is being wellreceived and
appreciated. Along with the book are several informative and caring series of pamphlets called
“Journeying Through Grief”, that are sent out in a timely manner after a loved one is lost. Please see or
call Joyce Kuether for a more detailed description and or information about this wonderful Christ-centered
ministry. Phone # 541-315-2756
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Elder Minutes
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