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500th Anniversary of the Reformation
    We are getting close to the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran 
Reformation which is an historical observance of when Martin 
Luther posted his famous 95 Theses to challenge the Catholic 
practice of selling indulgences to lay people with the promise they 
would not have to go to purgatory.  The primary teachings that the 
Reformation recovered can be summarized as follows:
 Grace Alone - We believe that we are saved by God’s 
grace alone and there is nothing that can be added to or that 
can supplement God’s gift.  This is based on Ephesians 2:8-9 which 
says: “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”  This means that salvation is 100% a gift 
from the beginning of our lives until the end.
 Faith Alone - The only way this salvation can be received is by faith alone (see Eph. 2:8-9 
above).  This means that faith in the finished work of Christ alone is sufficient.  This faith, of course, is 
a faith that co-exists with repentance and is real and personal.  
 Scripture Alone - We believe that authority in the church is found in the apostolic and 
prophetic writings of the Holy Scriptures and not in Church Tradition, Popes, or Church Councils.  We 
believe that the Bible is the Word of God and that our reason must be subject to it.  This is based 
upon Ephesians 2:20 which says the church is “built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone.”
 The Reformation teaches us that doctrine (teaching) matters.  What you believe impacts 
your worldview, daily lifestyle, and how you believe those around you will become right with God.  
Salvation by grace alone through faith alone impacts your daily anxiety levels as you struggle 
against sin and you go through the ups and downs of life.  In a bad season, Satan will tempt you to 
believe that God doesn’t love you.  However, the truth is: “Jesus loves me this I know for the Bible 
tells me so.”
    Out of the three, I believe Scripture alone is becoming the most difficult for the church to hold 
onto.  Many people in the pews do not hold the Scriptures to be the Word of God (and do not read 
or study it) and hold to many politically and socially liberal worldviews that are not supported by 
Scripture.  Our culture is challenging the church to abandon many of those doctrines in the name of 
“tolerance” and being “progressive.”  Further, many are not willing to be under the authority and 
guidance of all of the Word of God except when it fits their views. The Reformation teaches us the 
importance of commitment to the Word of God no matter what the threat is. For that, we will be 
forever indebted.

Pastor Andrew Farhat
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Dates

October 22 - Reformation BBQ Potluck - See info. on the following page

October 27 - Trunk-or-Treat - In parking lot from 6:00-7:30pm.  Please bring your 

family and enjoy a night of games, candy, and fun.  There will be hot dog/hamburger 

meals available for purchase for $5.00.  Proceeds will go toward St. Paul School's PTO 

fund.

October 29 - 500th Anniversary of the Reformation - See info. below about the 

combined Reformation Worship Service in Eugene

• Business Management Team - 
3rd Wednesday | 12:00pm

• Elders - 2nd Thursday | 6:15pm
• School Ministry Team - 2nd 

Sunday | 9:00am

Celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation

Combined Reformation Worship Service

Sunday, Oct 29, 2017, 3:00 p.m.

Grace Lutheran, Eugene, OR

Features

•   Guest Preacher – Rev. Phil Brandt, Concordia University,  

    Portland

•   Combined Choir

•   An appearance by Luther

•   Special Offering designated for the Wittenberg Project  

(furnishing, maintaining, and providing timely repairs to the 

International Lutheran Welcome Center in the Old Latin School 

in Wittenberg, Germany)

•   Refreshments and Fellowship follow

Help celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation by joining 

with other Lutherans from our sister congregations for this 

combined worship service.
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       Reformation BBQ
✤ October 22, Following the 10:30 service

✤ Please bring a dish to share; Bratwurst 

and Drinks provided

✤ Happening rain or shine (we will have an 

indoor option in case of rain)

✤ Come dressed for outside fun and games!

We praise Jesus for the leaders and teachers at St. Paul!
God’s Work at St. Paul

Ministry Leader 
Dedication on 
September 10

St. Paul School Teacher Dedication 
on September 17

Growth Group Leader Dedication on 
September 24
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Board of Elders
Meeting Minutes

September 14, 2017
Present: David Weir, Cory Fitzsimmons, Andrew Farhat, Phil Hu
Next meeting: October 12, 2017, 6:30 PM, Timothy House of St. Paul Lutheran Church & School

Call to order
Pastor Andrew Farhat called to order the regular meeting of the Elders at 6:40 PM on September 14, 
2017 at St. Paul Lutheran Church and School.

Prayer
Phil Hu opened up the meeting in prayer.  All of the Elders took turns praying to God and seeking His 
guidance and will upon the meeting.

Agenda Items
a. The Elders agreed that meetings without the pastor are good and necessary if the agenda items 

are: 1) Compensation 2) Performance Review. 
b. District President Nomination.  The Elders nominated Paul Linnemann for District President.
c. Giving: The Elders decided not to abandon giving in the midst of financial difficulties out of 

obedience to the Lord. This month’s additional giving of $742 was given to the Northwest District.
d. Howard Henderlong gave part of his estate to St. Paul’s Endowment Fund.   

Adjournment
Pastor Andrew Farhat adjourned the meeting at 9:15 PM.

Stewardship

How is being a Christian like being 
a pumpkin?  God sees us, picks us 
out of the dirt, cleans us off, takes 

the yucky material out of us by 
forgiving us, puts a smile on our 
faces, and places a shining light 

within us for others to see.

Since God has done all of this, how 
can we not use a portion of our time, talent, and treasure for him?

Jesus said: “Let your light shine before others, so that they many see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven.” - Matthew 5:16

   - Jack Schulze
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Autumn is here!! The temperature 
is falling as well as the leaves and 
acorns.  The smoke is pretty well 

gone and everyone can once 
again be outside to enjoy the 

weather.

We have a short list of homebound members. They include Don Kitzmann, 
David Skeen, and Karen Skarlatos' mother.  Margie Derr will soon be back 
home after a lengthy stay at Umpqua Valley Rehab Center.  Bette Hand is 
at Brookdale. 

In addition to those homebound the following members and friends would appreciate 
you holding them up in prayer.  They include Amy Dixon, Barb Campbell, Beverly Kiepert, 
Dorothy Chubbuck, Gene Kemp, Jan Mai, Janice Mattos, Joyce Kuether, June Zehe, Kyle 
Crane, Libby Mizell, Marylou Carroll, Pat Sudds,  Ron and Norma Meyer, Sandra White, 
Sara Kingston, and Vi Cornutt.

If you know of someone who needs to be included on our list, please 
contact myself (541-672-8694) or the office (541-673-7212).  Thank you for 
your faithfulness in remembering these individuals not only with your 
prayers but with notes and phone calls of encouragement. 

Care Ministry

We are thankful as a congregation to Howard 
Henderlong.  Howard decided to give a part of his 
estate donation to St. Paul Lutheran Church and 
School's endowment fund.  We are thankful for 
Howard's time, dedication, and generosity towards 
the cause of Christ through St. Paul Lutheran Church 
and School.  We miss you Howard!

Howard Henderlong

Quilters

The Quilters are in need of flat queen or king size cotton/
percale sheets (no knit) for the back of the quilts.
! ! ! - Yvonne Birdsell
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Lutheran Women in Mission
     Have you packed your bags???  Are you ready to go???   It’s time we 

“Joined Jesus on His Mission”.  Our LWML (Growth Group) will be doing 
an overview of this book during our program time during October 
and November meetings.  LWML (Lutheran Women in Mission) has 

always been first and foremost a mission minded organization.  
And now we want to “go with Jesus on His mission 
throughout our neighborhoods and community.”  We invite 

all women of the congregation to come join with us on 
Thursday, October 5, for this month’s kickoff meeting.

 October always is a busy month and even more so this year.  Our church/school 
picnic will be held on October 22 after our second service and we look forward to 
reaching out “with Jesus” to members of our school families who are not members of St. 
Paul.  It is always a fun event and this year will be held right here on our own church/
school campus.  This will begin our Reformation celebration.
 Continuing on that note, on Saturday, October 28, we will host the women of the 
Myrtlewood Zone (Coos Bay, Sutherlin, Reedsport, Florence, & Roseburg) as we 
celebrate the Reformation with songs by Martin Luther, Bible Study about the 
Reformation, and anticipate a visit from Katie Luther (Martin’s wife).  
Pastor Andrew is our Zone Counselor as all the Zone officers are 
currently from St. Paul.  We invite all women of St. Paul to join us for all 
or part of the day.  Our mission speaker for the day will be Rev. 
Duane Meissner, all the way from Belize to join us in our celebration!   
By the way,  we are still accepting gently used or new catechisms to 
send back to Belize with him.   
    Come join us for all the events and festivities this month!!!

            - Barbara Campbell, President

We are thankful to have 
celebrated Janice Mattos’ 

deliverance from two 
strokes!  Thanks to all who 

attended!



[7]

We are off to a great start this school year.  Our teachers are working very hard as they 
always do to teach the kids the rules of the school and most importantly about Jesus.  As 
most of you know, we started the school year with a new playground which has been 
awesome!  A special thanks to all the people who contributed to the playground as well 
as to Elaine Warren for overseeing the playground project.  We had our annual Bike-a- 
Thon Friday September 29, and next month, we will be going to the Pumpkin Patch.  We 
will have Trunk or Treat on October 27th.  We are so thankful to all the families and to all 
the people that support our school.

St. Paul Lutheran School
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You can make donations by mail! Simply make the 
check payable to the LCMS or Mission Central and, 

in the memo line, designate it to  
“Missionary Duane Meissner”
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or

Mission Wishlist!
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