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The Story
    It is hard to preview our next sermon series any better than with this quotation from 
Santha Yinger from Real Life Ministries: “This year, we, as a church family and body are 
going to be encountering God’s heart and story through the tool – The Story.   The 
Story is an abridged, chronological compilation of the main stories in the Bible which 
show God’s redemptive heart and His interaction with people.  As a congregation: 
home groups, men’s, women’s, and as individuals and families – we will all work 
through God’s story together.  Imagine the discussions you will get to have as you talk 
with your family and friends about what God is showing you through His Word. AND 
you will all have read and heard the same story of God….Imagine growing together to 
view what is happening in our lives and world from God’s perspective. Imagine 
understanding 
better how our 
own story fits 
into God’s story 
and what our 
part is in 
following Jesus 
and joining 
Jesus on His 
mission as He 
changes us.”
    This will be a 
great sermon 
series to invite 
any friends that you have built contact with.  Many of our friends are nominal 
Christians that are open to an invitation to reignite their faith.  They simply need the 
appropriate context to do so.  See you Sunday!

Pastor Andrew Farhat
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Dates

• Business Management Team - 3rd Wednesday | 12:00pm

• Elders - 3rd Thursday | 6:15pm
• School Ministry Team - 2nd Sunday | 9:00am

•December 1 - 6-8pm
•There will be food 
and games for 

children and 
adults!
•Invite your 
friends & 

neighbors!

family

No Strings Children’s 
Things...

...will be having its !rst giveaway event, which 
will include supplying children's items for 

families in need as well as snacks and crafts 
for kids, on December 10, at Alexanders 

Greek Cuisine.  We are greatly in need of new 
or gently used items for this event, 

particularly baby and children's clothing and 
diapers of all sizes.  Donations can be placed 

in the labeled box in the !reside room. 

Through this event, we hope to show 
Christ’s mercy to those in need of His love 

and comfort.



[3]

St. Paul Lutheran Church Board of Elders
Meeting Minutes

October 12, 2017
Present: David Weir, Cory Fitzsimmons, Andrew Farhat, Phil Hu
Next meeting: November 16, 2017, 6:30 PM, Timothy House of 
St. Paul Lutheran Church & School

Call to order
Pastor Andrew Farhat called to order the regular meeting of the 
Elders at 6:35 PM on October 12, 2017, at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church and School.

Prayer
Pastor Andrew Farhat gave thanks for the Elders, their gifts, and asked the Holy Spirit to guide all 
decisions.

Agenda Items
a. 2 Corinthians.  The Elders were tasked with reading 2 Corinthians in preparation for the group.  The 

Elders discussed the boldness and courage of Paul in the midst of persecution and a congregation 
that persisted in sin, division, and a lack of generosity, and some did not recognize his apostleship 
and thought his speaking ability was poor.  We discussed how the thorns in Paul’s flesh kept him 
humble and dependent upon Christ.  And we discussed Paul’s famous two chapters on giving in 
chapters 8-9.  One Elder noted how giving gives freedom from materialism and joy as one 
contributes to the cause of Christ.  

b. Treasurer Report.  Leslie Weight attended a portion of the meeting and reported a quarterly 
summary.  Our year to date (July-September) actual giving was $85,920.23.  Our year to date 
actual expenses were: $82,059.16.  With that said, we still are carrying over an approximate 
$11,000 deficit from the previous budget year.  Therefore, we are operating with an approximate 
$8,000 deficit as things currently stand.  

c. Financial Reporting and Invitation to Give.  The Elders agreed that Leslie is free to report to the 
congregation at the beginning of worship services.  She plans to report on Stewardship Sunday, 
October 22.  She believes that current offerings can sustain this year’s budget.  However, she also 
believes that at some point in the future, we may need one-time booster offerings to truly make up 
our deficit.  

d. Reformation Sunday.  Dave Weir recommended that we do a processional and recessional with a 
processional cross and that the Elders serve communion together.  The Elders were unanimous 
regarding serving communion. They were not unanimous regarding the processional and 
recessional. One Elder requested more time before he made his final decision.

e. Christmas and New Year Eve Schedule.  The Elders decided that the Christmas Eve schedule 
(Christmas Eve is on a Sunday) will be: 8:30 Traditional 6 PM Contemporary.  Christmas Day 9:30 
AM.  New Years Eve (which is also on a Sunday) will be 8:30 Traditional 10:30 Contemporary.  

f. Easter Schedule.  8:30 Traditional 10:00 Easter Egg Hunt 10:30 Contemporary.
g. Additional Giving of $908 was approved to go to the Northwest District. 

Adjournment
Pastor Andrew Farhat adjourned the meeting at 9:05 PM.
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Stewardship

2 Corinthians 9:11  -  HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

How we manage God’s wealth is a barometer of our faith. How we manage our giving 
reflects what we truly believe.

God gives us our daily bread daily.  He gives us what 
we need, even when this is different from what we 

might want.  He provides for us, just as he provides for 
all His creatures.  He even gave us His only Son!

We can never give more than God, just as we can 
never forgive more or love more than He does. Yet, in 

faithful “thanks living,” we give joyfully and 
generously when God puts His work or someone’s 

need in our path.

   - Jack Schulze

Property

 Boiler Update: We will have to spend some funds on our boiler to try to get another 
year out of it. The permanent solution is the installation of ductless units in the remaining 
portion of the building that it heats. Our Building Fund from which funds will be used to 
replace our boiler is growing very slowly. Please consider a consistent generous 

contribution to this fund.
 Recycling: Our new recycling policy is proving 
to be a success. Not only are our efforts
environmentally responsible, they have resulted in a 
savings of paying for two cubic yards per week less 
trash. All clean corrugated cardboard should be left 
for David to pick up or placed in the cart in the 
storage room off the fellowship hall. Containers around 
the campus are labeled “Paper only” and “Trash only – 
no paper.” There is a recycle container in the hallway 

in front of the Elementary Club House for Oregon deposit cans and bottles. There are 
other recycle notes in the kitchen and working sacristy.
 Yard: The garden will be getting the addition of many new plants this month. 
Among them will be many bulbs that will not be apparent until spring. If anyone has 
smooth rocks two inches or larger that need a new home, please let me know.
   - Elaine Warren
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Care Ministry

Quilters

The Quilters are in need of flat queen or 
king size cotton/percale sheets (no knit) 

for the back of the quilts.
! ! ! - Yvonne Birdsell

 The days are getting shorter and the nights are getting longer.  Thanksgiving will 
soon be here.  It's that time of year when we take time to thank God for all of our many 

blessings.  We have been richly 
blessed by those who have gone 
before us including our sister in Christ, 
Ruth O'Neill, as well as those who 
remain to share their faith with us.
      Our homebound list members 
remains the same with Don Kitzmann, 
David Skeen, and Karen Skarlatos' 
mother.  Margie Derr, who spent an 
extended stay at Umpqua Valley 
Rehab, is back home and doing very 
well.  Bette Hand remains at 
Brookdale.
      In addition to those 
homebound the following members 

and friends would appreciate you holding them up in prayer, dropping them a note or 
calling them.  They include the following: Amy Dixon, Barb Campbell, Beverly Kiepert, 
Dorothy Chubbuck, Gene Kemp, Jan Mai, Janice Mattos, Joyce Kuether, June Zehe, Kyle 
Crane, Libby and Marv Mizell, Marylou Carroll, Patty Sulfridge, Ron and Norma Meyers, 
Sandra White, and Sara Kingston.
      If you know of someone who needs to be included on our list, please contact 
myself (541-672-8694) or the church office (541-673-7212).  Also, if you would like your 
name taken off our list at the present time just give a call.  We would love to hear how 
God has answered your prayers.  
     Thank you once again for your faithfulness.  We have all been richly blessed.

- Lynn Mathweg
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Lutheran Women in Mission
     Wow!!  Was October ever a 
busy, busy month here at St. Paul 
Church & School.   We ended the 
month with a jam-packed 
weekend.  God surely was with us 
throughout our celebration of the 
Reformation.  We started on 
Saturday with our Myrtlewood Zone 
LWML Fall Festival (Rally).  We 
began our day singing hymns 
written by Martin Luther and ended 
the morning with a Bible Study 
entitled “From Fear to Faith,” a very 
informative study outlining how 
God moved Martin Luther to nail His 
95 Theses on the Castle door in Wittenburg.  In the afternoon 34 ladies and gentlemen 
were in attendance to hear Pastor Duane Meissner tell of his experiences planting the 
first Lutheran church in Belize.  He kept us all enthralled as he showed us a video of Seine 
Bight and the people he ministers to in that area.  He expressed sincere thanks for the 
prayers and monetary support the LWML has given to him, both locally and District-wide.
    On Sunday, LWML provided a cake and buffet after our second Worship Service to 

continue our celebration of the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation.   On 
Thursday, November 2, we will have our 
regular monthly meeting at which we will 
conclude our review of “Joining Jesus on 
His Journey,” the wonderful book by Greg 
Finke on which Pastor Andrew has 
concluded the sermon series.
    We invite all women of St. Paul to 
join with us on the first Thursday of each 
month as we seek God’s will in reaching 
out to the not-yet-Christians in our 
community.  God bless us all as we “Serve 
the Lord with Gladness.”

            - Barbara Campbell, President
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Trunk-or-Treat


