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 Love is hard.  But that is the point.  It was hard when God sent His Only Son to be 
nailed to a cross for sinners like you and me.  Nevertheless, He sacrificed.  He did it even 
though it was hard.  It is this kind of love that leads us to be bigger than simply seeking to 
get our own way.
 Love does not only seek its own interest but the interest of others (Philippians 2:4).  
When there is disagreement over something, Scripture tells us to first pursue agreement via 
Scripture (1 Cor. 1:10; Phil. 4:2).  There are many times when people “agree to disagree” 
too quickly without seeing if their point of view is incorrect based on the Bible.  However, if 
agreement is not going to be obtained on issues not central to salvation through Scripture, 
we must choose love.  Love puts God first and ourselves second.  Love is not self-seeking, 
but seeks what is best for the whole.    
 The way of love is the way of humility.  When Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, he 
said: “For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to 
you” (John 13:15).  The way of pride is self-seeking.  People dig their heels in.  They lose 
sight of God’s big picture.  They choose to honor themselves instead of honoring others.  
However, Scripture repeatedly teaches us to love each other as Christ has loved us.  
 The Apostle Peter teaches that love covers a multitude of sins.  Sin will happen. It 
happens all the time.  The harder way to respond is the way of love rather than the way of 
pride. Love squashes pride.  Love helps us to move on.  Love helps us to see Jesus.  Love 
helps us to see that something bigger than ourselves is going on in this place.  

Your Partner in the Gospel,

Pastor Andrew

November 2016

Pastor Andrew Farhat

Love is Not Self-Seeking

750 W Keady Ct.  |  Roseburg, OR  97471  |  541-673-7212  |  www.stpaulroseburg.org

facebook.com/StPaulRoseburg St_PaulSchool
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Dates

November 6 - Daylight Savings Ends Remember to turn back your clocks!

November 11- The church/school office will be closed in observance of Veterans Day.

November 24 & 25- The church/school office will be closed for Thanksgiving.
 
November 30 - Wednesday 8:50 am - Our first of two Family Advent Chapel services. 
A light snack will be provided. The second Advent service will be held on Thursday, 
December 8th.
 
There will be no Thanksgiving Eve service this year.

• Business Management Team - 3rd Wednesday | 12:00pm

• Elders - 2nd Thursday | 6:00pm
• School Ministry Team - 2nd Sunday | 9:00am

Online

Did you know that all of Pastor Andrew’s sermons are available on our 
website?  If you missed a Sunday, want to listen to a sermon again, or would 
like to send a sermon to a friend, it is easy to listen to and/or watch online.    

Just go here:

http://stpaulroseburg.org/sermons-resources/sermons-media

http://stpaulroseburg.org/sermons-resources/sermons-media
http://stpaulroseburg.org/sermons-resources/sermons-media
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God’s Work at St. Paul

YARD CLEAN UP! 
In the spring this 
missional 
community provided 
a yard clean-up 
day for a woman in 
need in Winston. 
About 15 adults & 
teens came to 
spruce up the yard 
with landscaping, 
weed pulling, 
gardening, and 
power-washing. 

St. Paul Lutheran School - Principal Kyle Crane joined St. Paul 
at the beginning of the 2014-2015 school year.  He had 
previously taught pre-kindergarten and kindergarten for six 
years in the Seattle area and he also taught at the middle 
and high school level in the Roseburg area for six years.  In 
addition to being our principal, he coaches basketball at 
Sutherlin High School and he also referees high school and 
middle school basketball and volleyball.  His wife, Karra, owns 
a growing photography business, KKC Photography, and their 
son, Hunter, attends St. Paul preschool.

I recently sat down with Principal Crane to talk about what is 
going on in this growing ministry.  Here is what he had to say:

What is the mission of St. Paul Lutheran School? - The mission of our school is reaching out with the love 
of Jesus, and I believe our mission is to connect with families, to impact these kids eternally, and one of 
my goals is to have a very unified staff because we need to all work together to have the same 
mission.

How can the church and school partner together better? - The church and the school can partner 
together by having good communication.  It is very helpful to have church people at our different 
events, whether it be Trunk-or-Treat or getting to know people at the Christmas program - those are vital  
things.  The church people know their eternal mission and I think that opportunity to connect is critical.

What fruit have you seen in children’s lives? - I got to substitute in Mrs. Russel’s class for a few days last 
week and one of the things that I saw was how the kids, if one of them needed help on homework, 
they just automatically were helping each other out, and that’s a really neat thing...that’s kind of a rare 
thing, you don’t see that everywhere.  I sure didn’t see that when I was teaching middle school.  It’s 
exciting because the seeds have been planted that we want to help each other.  If there is an issue, 
we want to work together to help someone with their problems.  It makes me proud to see the Pledge 
of Allegiance in all the classes, that’s a very important thing, and then the prayers that they learn, 
chapel, all these seeds that are getting planted, we can’t take those lightly.  Those are very important 
for the children and for the families; especially when they fall on tough times they have some roots to 
build upon.  

You are planning to enroll in the colloquy program to become a rostered commissioned worker in the 
LCMS.  What does that involve and how will it benefit this ministry?  - My goal is to start next October 
and it will take about a year.  The program involves taking online classes through the Northwest District 
of the LCMS, and I will visit two different schools to get ideas.  I think it will be helpful to connect with 
other schools in the Northwest District.  I want to do it so that I can work with our staff better and have 
more of an understanding of the Lutheran Church.  It will also give me a better picture of Lutheran 
education.  We have one of the top growing schools in the Northwest District, but with growth also 
comes some challenges because you have to think about adding classes and how much that costs, 
and it can be a very painful process.  After I become a called worker, step two is to start in on the 
accreditation process.  The thing I like about it is that people will come in with in-depth standards 
where they’re going to challenge what we’re doing and make sure we are doing things well.  

- picture by KKC Photography -
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We praise Jesus 
that David Alan 
Fitzsimmons, son 
of Cory & Tracee, 
was baptized into 
His Kingdom on 

October 30, 2016

God’s Work at St. Paul

St. Paul’s Trunk-Or-Treat!

For	  the	  rest	  of	  the	  Trunk-‐or-‐Treat	  photos,	  go	  to
	  http://stpaulroseburg.org/sermons-‐resources/resources	  (click	  link	  and	  then	  go	  to	  “Photos”)

http://stpaulroseburg.org/sermons-resources/resources
http://stpaulroseburg.org/sermons-resources/resources
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Board of Elders
Meeting Minutes

September 13, 2016
Present: David Weir, Phil Hu, Cory Fitzsimmons, Andrew Farhat
Next meeting: November 10, 2016, 6:15 PM, Library of St. Paul Lutheran Church & School

Prayer
Pastor Andrew opened up the meeting with prayer asking for the guidance of the Holy Spirit upon all 
decisions.  

Lily Sabbatical Grant
The Lily Sabbatical Grant was denied to St. Paul Lutheran Church and School.  It is an extremely 
competitive grant and there were a lot of applications this year.  The Elders affirmed that their plan to 
fund the Sabbatical from the church’s budget is still intact.  

Christmas Schedule
The Elders approved the Christmas Schedule as follows: Christmas Eve 6 PM, Christmas Day 10 AM

Proposed Constitutional Amendments for the Synod
Pastor Andrew shared that our congregation received a ballot to affirm the proposed constitutional 
amendments that were requested at the last convention. The Elders affirmed all of the resolutions.

Prayer for Seekers in the Gospel Class
The Elders prayed for all of the seekers in the Gospel Class that they would have the gift of the Spirit 
poured out upon them.

Tithe
This month’s additional giving was $357.50 to the Wittenberg Project and $357.50 to Lutheran World 
Relief’s Hurricane Matthew relief fund. 
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Lutheran Women in Mission

  

It has been a busy month and more events to come….By the time you receive this, 
we most likely will have celebrated Reformation Sunday with Worship and a Brunch 
between services.  Next Sunday, November 6, we will celebrate LWML (Lutheran Women 
in Mission) Sunday.  At that time we will hold our yearly “Mite Ingathering.”  So for those 
who have a mite box/or sox, bring them to church and we will bring them to the front of 
the church to empty into our big Mite Box.

     In addition, our LWML is shepherding the annual Christmas Wreath project with 
proceeds to go to the School Tuition Assistance program.  We invite you to pick up a 
brochure and order form at a table in the narthex after both services.  You are 
encouraged to ask your friends & neighbors if they would like to purchase a wreath or 
swag and you can also order a wreath to be shipped to friends and families out of town.    
Orders need to be returned by Sunday, November 6.

      Our next LWML meeting will be held on Thursday, November 3, at noon.   All 
women of St. Paul are invited to join us at that time.  

    Our annual LWML “Christmas Tea” will take place on Friday, December 9 at the 
Painted Lady in Myrtle Creek.   Any woman who would like to join us at that time needs 
to RSVP to Lynn Mathweg by Sunday, November 27.  Tickets will be $20 this year, 
payable in advance.  

      - Barbara Campbell for St. Paul LWML
   Don’t forget to put 11 dimes in your Mite Box/Socks for November

Care Ministry
  With November here and Thanksgiving soon to come it's time 

to give thanks for our many blessings!!  It is a wonderful time to 
remember our fellow church family members as they remain 
homebound or recovering in various facilities.  We give thanks as we 

see Howard Henderlong, Amy Dixon, and Joyce Kuether continue to 
improve.  They will soon be worshiping with us once again.

 Our homebound list still includes Pat Churchill and 
Margie Derr, as well as Betty and Don Kittzmann.  We have Bette 
Hand at Brookside, and Carol Anderson at Curry Manor.
     Continued prayer is requested for: Libby Mizell, Gene Kemp, Sara 
Kingston, June Zehe, Leon Hambrick, Tom Murray, Janice Mattos, the 
Kuether family, the Kuester family, Mary Lou Carol, Howard Henderlong, 
Amy Dixon, and Beverly Kiepert.  If you of someone in need of prayer, 
do not hesitate to let the office know.  What a privilege it is to pray for 
others!
- Lynn Mathweg, Director
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Online

Property

We are launching an active campaign to fund the installation of duct-less heating/
cooling systems in the portion of our building complex that makes up the main entry, 
three offices, nursery, copy room, and two classrooms used for before & after school 
care and children’s church. The total cost will be approximately $23,000.  

HISTORY:  In 1964, the congregation of St Paul Lutheran Church purchased land and 
constructed the portion of our present campus that is now our 
sanctuary, kitchen, and the above mentioned wing. This original 
building was heated with a boiler. When we built the fellowship hall 
in 1980, the kitchen was removed from the boiler and incorporated 
into the heating/cooling system with the fellowship hall. In 2015, 
we removed the sanctuary from the boiler when we added the 
ductless heating/cooling system. At this time, the portion of our 
building complex that makes up the main entry, offices, nursery, 
copy room, and class rooms is still heated with the boiler (and 
cooled with window units).

REALITY: The boiler is an antiquated, inefficient heating system.  It is 
functioning at far less than one hundred percent and is one, un-
replaceable component away from permanently quitting. We cannot function as a 
church and school without heating this portion of our building. It is time to become 
proactive and schedule the installation of efficient duct-less heating/cooling systems 
before we have to scramble to do so. 

THE PRESENT: If this plea touches a warm spot in your heart, please give generously. The 
campaign will continue until we have the necessary funds.  Prayerfully we will triumph 
over the boiler. You may place your donations marked “Boiler Replacement” with your 
envelope number in the offering plate. If you have any questions, please contact Elaine 
Warren, elewarren@hotmail.com, 541-580-0303

- Elaine Warren, Property Manager

Thrivent Financial 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
September 17th Meals-on-Wheels benefit 

fundraiser for The Friendly Kitchen!  We helped 
to serve our community and raised over 

$14,000 to help feed seniors in our community! 

mailto:elewarren@hotmail.com
mailto:elewarren@hotmail.com
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St. Paul Needs

Praise God for all the children He has brought to St. Paul on Sundays to learn about Him!  
We have a great group of volunteers who faithfully teach at Children’s Church, where 
the children receive age-appropriate 
instruction in the Christian faith.  Please 
consider serving our God, our children, and 
our young parents by volunteering to be a 
children’s church teacher so that our 
current teachers do not begin to get 
stretched too thin.  The more volunteers we 
have the less often each teacher gets 
called on to serve.  Please contact Casey 
DeGroot at 262-302-0334 or 
caseyd@stpaulroseburg.org.

Stewardship

When talking about stewardship, the biggest item talked about is money.  This is all 
right, but what we are missing are all the other items in our lives.  Things such as what we 
are going to do when we get up.  Thanking God for this life we have; who we are going to 
meet with about the operation of our church; the people we plan to meet with concerning 
the problems of our community; looking after our family and finally bed time.  At this time 
we thank our Lord for the help He was in getting through the day.

We have so much to be thankful for.  Try to always keep God in the loop during the 
day.  I’m quite sure He would like to listen to how things are going and how He can help.  I 
believe He said, “I will be with you always.” 

- Jack Schulze

Birthdays and Anniversaries

For a current list of November 
birthdays and anniversaries, please 
check the bulletin board outside 

the sanctuary!
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(830) 515-5297 Cell 
duanepaulmeissner@LCMSINTL.org 

www.christinbelize.com

www.facebook.com 
/christinbelize
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Maria’s next door neighbor confidently asserted that Aaron’s malady 
was one that no doctor would be able to cure. It, she claimed, was 
neither physical nor psychological, but spiritual. She believed him to 
be cursed, or perhaps even possessed! 
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LCMS 

PO BOX 66861 
St. Louis, MO 
63166-6861

• Fo r l o g i s i t i c s o l u t i o n s . 
Without our own church building, 
using temporary meeting spaces 
f o r B i b l e S t u d i e s p re s e n t s 
challenges.  
• For continued health of our 
family.  Zika and other mosquito 
bourne illnesses are on the rise.  
• Thanksgiving for recent 
oppurtunities to meet new people 
and make new friends, that are 
helping to make Belize begin to 
feel more like home.  
 
 

Go to www.KFUO.org  
and search for "Belize".  

We were interviewed about  
what's happening in Belize.  

Our N
ew

 Address

The Meissners 
#4 Placencia Bay Dev.  
Stann Creek, Placencia 

Village ~ Belize

T o make a donation by mail 
simply make the check payable 
to the LCMS and, in the memo 

line, designate it to  
“Missionary Duane Meissner”

We're a month into school now, and the kids seem to be 
settling in nicely. We're very thankful for patient, loving 
teachers who are doing wonderfully with our kids. When 
they aren't in school, they enjoy playing with friends, 
volunteering to care for kittens with the local humane 
society, and swimming.  They also found a sweet stray 
dog that we welcomed into our family. Meet "Nacho!"
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