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Lent is a 40 day season that was developed in the church for the people of God to focus on 
the death of Christ.  Through focusing on the death of Christ, we are led towards deeper 
reflection of the cost of our salvation.  Grace is costly.  It cost Jesus His blood.  He was 
beaten, spit upon, carried a Roman cross up a hill, and then was nailed to it, suffocated and 
was killed.  Jesus said: “Anyone who would come after me, must take up His cross daily and 
follow me.”  He also said: “If anyone wants to save His life, He must lose it.”  We are called by 
God to deny ourselves of sin and worldly lifestyles and surrender fully in obedience to God.  
As we surrender to the Lord, the body of Christ is strengthened as we are all seeking to 
worship God, live in fellowship, grow in discipleship, serve as the church, and join Jesus on His 
mission to the lost.  During this season of Lent, will you be 
open to what God wants to do in your life?  Is he calling 
you to:
•Daily Bible reading?

•Greater passion about His cause?

•Greater giving?
•Spending less money on worldly passions and pleasures?

•Pursuing reconciliation in a relationship?
•Serving as a church member in greater capacity?

•Getting plugged [back] into a growth group?

•Actively pursuing friendships with outsiders and praying 
for their salvation?

•Putting an end to worry about personal or church 
finances and trusting God?

God can do amazing things.  However, the first thing is to surrender.  Paul says: “I appeal to 
you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:1-2).

Pastor Andrew Farhat
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Many, many thanks to the generous members of St. Paul!  Thank you for all of your wonderful 
donations of services and items for our school auction.  Thank you to those who attended the 
auction and generously purchased items or donated money.  Through your giving, we raised 
over $21,000 for our school!  The money will be used for a much needed, new playground for 
our children.  We are grateful for your support of the school.  - Casey DeGroot and the Auction 
Committee

Dates

Wednesday, March 1 - Ash Wednesday - Soup Supper at 5:30 pm, Service at 6:30 pm

Wednesdays, March 8-April 5 - Lent Services - Soup Supper at 5:30 pm, Service at 

6:30 pm 

Thursday, March 16 - School Open House - 10:00 -11:00 am & 5:30 - 7:00 pm
Saturday, April 8 - St. Paul Father-Daughter Dance - 6:30 - 8:30 pm
Sunday, April 9 - Palm Sunday - 8:30 & 10:30 am 
Services

Thursday, April 13 - Holy Thursday - 6:30 pm 
Service

Friday, April 14 - Good Friday - 6:30 pm Service

Sunday, April 16 - Easter Sunday - 9:00 & 10:30 
am Services; Easter Egg Hunt at 10:00; Church & 
School Children Singing at 10:30

• Business Management Team - 3rd Wednesday | 
12:00pm

• Elders - 2nd Thursday | 6:15pm
• School Ministry Team - 2nd Sunday | 9:00am

St. Paul School

Open Enrollment 
for St. Paul School 
has begun!  Enroll 
before March 24 

for $100 off 
registration fees!
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Our mission is to share the gospel and see God cause people to be born again (see 
John 3:3; 1 Peter 1:3, 23).  Here is how God has been working in the Meyer family: 
Skyler and Michelle and their four children, Parker, Braylee, Kaeli, and Sage.  The 
following answers are from Skyler.

What were your priorities before 
you came to St. Paul?
Self first and foremost, then 
family and work. God was way 
down on my list. 

How did your faith in Christ get 
renewed at St. Paul?
I turned to Christ and St. Paul 
and immediately was accepted. 
I was in desperate need of 
change in my life.  I needed 
direction and solidity, from the 
Lord and from godly people. I 
found both at St. Paul.  I was lucky to be accompanied by my lovely wife who has 
also given herself to the Lord, which solidifies our families new found foundation with 
God and St. Paul. 

What are you priorities now that you know the Lord?
God first and foremost, which is the foundation to build everything else. My wife takes 
a close second, then our children. My father, and extended family, including my wife's 
parents, and our siblings, along with my new-found godly friends are next. As you can 
see work is no longer in the top rankings. 

How do you plan to serve the Lord in your life moving forward?
I am currently in a discipleship group as is my lovely wife Michelle. Our children are our 
priority as far as discipling goes but we intend to continue discipling all we contact.    
I/we plan to go on medical missions at some point.  I will serve in any way called by 
God.

God’s Work at St. Paul
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Board of Elders
Meeting Minutes

February 9, 2017
Present: David Weir, Phil Hu, Cory Fitzsimmons, Andrew Farhat
Next meeting: March 9, 2017, 6:15 PM, Timothy House of St. Paul Lutheran Church & School

Call to order
Pastor Andrew Farhat called to order the regular meeting of the Elders at 6:15 PM on February 9, 
2017, at the Timothy House of St. Paul Lutheran Church and School.

Open issues
a. Prayer: All the Elders opened up the meeting with out loud prayer for our congregation and for the 

congregational meeting on February 19th. They also asked God’s wisdom and Spirit upon the 
meeting. 

b. Easter Schedule: The Elders approved an 9:00, 10:30 Easter service schedule with Easter Egg 
Hunt at 10 and children singing at the 10:30 service. The Elders also decided to allow the Praise 
Band to play some soft music at the 9:00 service on Easter so that it will be blended with Ruth 
playing some songs and the Praise Band playing some songs.  The hope is that some people from 
the 10:30 service attend the 9:00 service so that we handle the rush.   

c. Building Fund: The Elders combined the Maintenance Contingency Fund, and Heating/Cooling 
Fund into one Fund: The Building Fund. The Building Fund can be used on capital improvements 
and maintenance.  

d. Additional Giving: The Elders decided to give $1084 to God’s Grace Children’s Home, San 
Cristanbol, Guatemala.  God’s Grace Children’s home is a ministry of Immanuel Lutheran Church 
(LCMS), Hood River, OR.

e. Sabbatical Meeting.  The Elders discussed all the details of the sabbatical including the cities pastor 
plans to visit, the churches he plans to check out, a financial budget, how much time pastor is 
allowed to spend in Roseburg.  They also discussed the meeting on February 19th where they will 
present these ideas to the congregation.  

Adjournment
Pastor Andrew Farhat adjourned the meeting at 9:30 PM.
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 This past month saw the passing of Betty Kitzmann.  Our hearts and prayers 
go out to Don and his family.  Betty taught kindergarten at St. Paul for 18 years.  
She loved working with the little ones and we were very blessed having her 
touch so many young lives with the love of Jesus.  We also saw the passing of 
Pat Churchill in February as well.  

 As the Lenten season begins, we take time to remember 
all those around us with our love, prayers, phone calls and notes showering 
them with the Good News of Jesus.
 Our homebound once again include Margie Derr, Esther Johnson, and 
Howard Henderlong.  Bette Hand resides at Brookdale and Carrol Anderson at 
Curry Manor.
 We have several members who we continue to hold up in prayer.  They 
include Beverly Kiepert, Don Kitzmann, Gene Kemp, the Kuester family, Jan Mai, 
Janice Mattos, Joyce Kuether, June Zehe, Libby Mizell, Marylou Carroll, Sandra White, 
and Sara Kingston.
 Thank you for all of your love and concern as you reach out to others with the love 
of Jesus.

- Lynn Mathweg, Director

Care Ministry

Lutheran Women in Mission

 Spring is approaching and we will soon be in the season of 
Lent; that time of year when we start that journey to the cross with 

our Lord Jesus culminating in the glorious Easter Sunday in April.
 Spring also brings a multitude of activities as we celebrate coming 

out of winter and heading towards warmer, brighter days.  On St. Patrick’s 
Day weekend (March 18) our LWML will host a “Bunco”  boards: watch for 

details in the “weekly” and on the announcement screens.  We had a wonderful  
response two years ago when we hosted an afternoon, so you won’t want to miss 
this opportunity for fun and fellowship.  This is a great time to meet with women of 
our church & school and cement that bond of Christian relationships.

 Also, ladies, mark your calendars for April 1.  The Myrtlewood Zone of LWML will 
hold their Spring Fling   together with other Christian sisters in Christ for inspiration and 
fellowship.   
 God bless us all as we gather on Ash Wednesday to follow Jesus on His journey 
to the cross on our behalf.

- Barbara Campbell for LWML
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Stewardship

Using our God-given gifts properly is what the 
stewardship life is all about.  It is not optional.  All God’s 
people are stewards by virtue of their baptism.  And all 
God’s people have gifts to be used to build up the body 
of Christ.  God brought us into the church.  Christ suffered 
and died that we sinners might have forgiveness and 
fellowship with God.  He brings the redeemed into His 
fellowship, the church, but not to be spectators!  God 
calls us to participate, to use our gifts for His purposes.

- Jack Schulze

St.$Paul$Lutheran$Church$&$School$

Father$/$Daughter$Dance$

Music&by&)&&&&

&

&St.&Paul&Lutheran&Church&&&School&

Father&/&Daughter&Dance&
Saturday,&April&8th&&&
6:30pm&–&8:30pm&&

Therefore,&if&anyone&is&in&Christ,&&

he&is&a&new&creation;&

the&old&has&gone,&&

the&new&has&come!&&&

2&Corinthians&5:17&

&
&&&&&&&

Complimentary&4x6&per&family&

Digital&images&available&for&
purchase&by&)&&

$

Father-Daughter Dance

•Tickets are $10 and are available in the Church & School Office.  

•We are requesting donations of spring-themed finger treats to serve at the dance.  
Please bring in treats no later than Friday, April 7.
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- Rev. Duane Meissn!

www.facebook.com 
/christinbelize
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Never a dull moment!

Sunday morning church service in Seine Bight 

(830) 515-5297 Cell 
duanepaulmeissner@LCMSINTL.org 

www.christinbelize.com

Epiphany 2017 
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Mail to:�
LCMS 

PO BOX 66861 
St. Louis, MO 
63166-6861
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T o make a donation by mail 
simply make the check payable 
to the LCMS and, in the memo 

line, designate it to  
“Missionary Duane Meissner”
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